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A REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES  

FOR THE TOWN OF RUMFORD  
 

( Including  Amendments  and Adoptions  of June 8,  2010 )  
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
There is reproduced herein the Revised Code of Ordinances for the Town of Rumford which was adopted by the 
voters at annual meeting of the Town held on February 4, 1952, this action being under Article 4 of the warrant, as 
amended.  This is the initial set of Ordinances adopted pursuant to the provisions of the new Chapter for the Town 
of Rumford, 1951, Private and Special Laws, Chapter 45. 
 
The publication of this Code in book form is in pursuance of authority and direction of the voters at annual meeting 
above referred to, action being under Article 39 of the warrant.  This action was taken under authority of Public 
Laws of 1951, Chapter 282, which provides inter alia, that such a code ñshall be admitted in evidence without 
further proof and shall be prima facie evidence in all courts of the existence and regularity of the enactments of the 
particular ordinance and of said code.ò 
 
 

EFFECTIVE DATES 
 
By vote of adoption, Chapters 1 to 17, inclusive, Chapter 21 and Chapters 23 to 27 inclusive, became effective on 
February 5, 1952.  Chapters 18, 19, 20 and 22 became effective on February 25, 1952. 
 

FORMALITIES 
 
This code of Ordinances was approved by Honorable Albert Beliveau, Justice, Superior Court on February 4, 1952, 
as appears from the record in the office of the Town Clerk. 
 
All references to ñby-lawò or ñbylawò were deleted and were replaced with ñordinancesò by amendment June 13, 
2006. 
 
All references to ñM.R.S.A.ò or ñMRSAò were deleted and were replaced with ñM.R.S.ò added and all references to 
ñMaine Revised Statutes Annotatedò were deleted and replaced with ñMaine Revised Statutesò by amendment on 
June 13, 2006. 
 
All references to the ñSchool Committeeò were deleted from the ordinances on June 12, 2007. 
 
All specific fees deleted and replaced with ñfees established by the Board of Selectpersons in the Schedule of 
License, Permit, Application and Other Feesò by amendment on June 12, 2007. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 1 
Board of Selectpersons 

 
CHAPTER 1, Section 2   Closing of Annual Meeting Warrant 

AMENDED JUNE 8, 1982 
 

CHAPTER 1, Section 6   Board of Selectpersons-License and Permit Fees 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 1986 

 
CHAPTER 1, Section 4    Board of Selectpersons-Annual Report 

AMENDED JUNE 13, 1989 
 

CHAPTER 1, Section 1   Board of Selectpersons-Meetings 
AMENDED JUNE 9, 1992 

 
CHAPTER 1, Section 4   Board of Selectpersons-Annual Report 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

CHAPTER 1, Sections Numbering Changed 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
CHAPTER 1, Section 1, Meetings and Section 2, Agenda 

AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 
 
 

Section 1.   Meetings. Regular meetings of the Board of Selectpersons shall be held twice monthly.  The day of 
the month and time of day of such regular meetings for the ensuing year shall be determined at the organizational 
meeting. 
 
Meetings may be called by the Chairperson, Town Manager, or by three members of the Board of Selectpersons.  
Notice of such meetings shall be given to the members as they shall have determined by vote at the organizational 
meeting otherwise by reasonable notice to all members, the Town Manager and local media. 
 
A regular meeting may be changed by vote of the Board of Selectpersons at a prior regular meeting providing that 
notice of said change be posted and recorded in the minutes at least seven (7) days before the regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
 
Section 2.   Agenda.  The regular meeting agenda will be prepared at least three (3) days in advance of this 
meeting. An item not on the agenda will not be discussed at the meeting unless sixty per cent (60%) of the 
members of the Board present declare that such an item is of an urgent nature. 
 
Section 3.  Closing of Annual Meeting Warrant.  The Board shall close and sign the warrant for the next annual 
meeting at least 21 days prior to the Annual Town Meeting and forthwith deliver the same to a constable and a 
copy thereof to the Chairperson of the Finance Committee. 
 
Section 4.   Final Summary of Operations.  On or before the fourteenth day of April, annually, the Board shall 
prepare a final summary, in detail, including a comparative balance sheet, covering the complete financial 
operations of the Town for the preceding fiscal year, and shall deliver 20 copies of the same to the Chairperson of 
the Finance Committee. 
 
Section 5.  Annual Report.  No later than December 31

st
 of each year, the Board shall cause to be published an 

Annual Town Report.  It shall contain the reports of the Town Manager, Board of Selectpersons, the School Board, 
the Board of Assessors, the Auditor, the Park Commission, the Library Trustees, the Town Clerk-Treasurer, the Tax 
Collector, the Health Officer, the Building Inspector and such other reports as may be prescribed by the general law 
or by the Board, it shall contain copies of the warrant of the Annual Town Meeting and a record of the action taken 
at such meetings.  It shall also contain copies of the warrants of any Special Town Meetings.  It shall contain a 



 

completed text of any ordinance revisions that were voted affirmative at the annual election meeting.  It shall also 
contain an annual calendar setting out in detail a chronology of all municipal activity, to be prepared by the Town 
Manager.  It shall be the duty of the Town Manager to see that all the material required for the Annual Town Report, 
as outlined in the preceding section, is properly prepared and submitted in time for inclusion in the Annual Town 
Report. 
 
Section 6.  Disposal of Tax-Acquired Property.  The Board of Selectpersons is hereby authorized to sell and 
dispose of any property or interest therein acquired by the Town through tax process, on such terms and under 
such circumstances as they deem advisable, and to execute quit-claim deeds or bills of sale of the Town therefore.  
Such documents shall be executed for the Town by a majority of the Board of Selectpersons. 
 
Section 7.  License and Permit Fees.  The Board of Selectpersons is hereby authorized to review and amend 
from time to time fees assessed for licenses and permits required by the Town Charter, Ordinances, and by the 
General Laws of the State of Maine, for all licenses and permits where fees are not established by said Charter, 
Ordinances or General Laws of the State of Maine. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 1A 
Town Manager 

 
CHAPTER 1A, Section 1  Town Manager-Purchasing Agent 

ADOPTED JUNE 8, 1982 
 

CHAPTER 1A, Section 2, 3  Town Manager 
ADOPTED JUNE 9, 1992 

 
CHAPTER 1A, Section 1 Amount Changed from $1,000 to $2,000 and elimination of school department language 

AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 
 

CHAPTER 1A, Section 1 
AMENDED JUNE 8, 2010 

 
Section 1.  Town Manager-Purchasing Agent.  The Town Manager, as purchasing agent for all departments, 
boards, commissions and officials, shall purchase single items involving the expenditure of $2,000 or more through 
competitive bids, and on such items final selection rests with the Board of Selectpersons. 
 
Section 2.  Removal, Suspension.  The Selectpersons may remove or suspend the Town manager for cause 
(which include, but are not limited to, the grounds described in Chapter 36) in accordance with the following 
procedures. 
 
 A. The Selectpersons shall file a written preliminary resolution with the Town clerk stating the specific 

reasons for the proposed removal.  A copy of that resolution shall be delivered to the manager 
within 10 days of filing. 

 
 B. Within 20 days of receiving the resolution, the manager may reply in writing and request a public 

hearing. 
 
 C. Upon request for a public hearing, the Selectpersons shall hold one at least 10 days, but not more 

than 30 days, after the request is filed. 
 
 D. After the public hearing, or at the expiration of the time permitted, the manager to request the 

public hearing, if no such request is made, the Selectpersons may adopt or reject the resolution of 
removal. 

 
 E. The Selectpersons may suspend the manager from duty in the preliminary resolution, but the 

manager's salary may not be affected until the final resolution of removal has been adopted.  
 
 F. The Town Manager shall have the right to appeal said removal to the Board of Appeals by 

notifying, in writing, the Board of Appeals and the Board of Selectpersons within five (5) business 
days after the effective date of the removal. 

 
 G. The Board of Appeals shall meet within ten (10) days of receipt of the written notification of appeal 

to hear said appeal pursuant to Chapter 37. 
 
Section 3.  Absence or Disability of Town Manager.   The Town Manager may designate a qualified 
administration official of the Town to perform the Managerôs duties during a temporary absence or disability, subject 
to confirmation by the Selectpersons.  If the Town Manager does not make this designation, the Selectpersons may 
appoint a Town official to perform the Managerôs duties during the absence or disability or until the Manager returns 
or the disability ceases. 
 



 

 

CHAPTER 2 
Budget Material and Presentation 

 
CHAPTER 2, Budget Material and Presentation 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

CHAPTER 2, Section 1(b) and (c) Preparation of Material references to school committee deleted 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
Section 1.  Preparation of Material. 
 

(a) On or before the 15
th
 day of March, annually, the Chiefs of the Police and Fire Departments shall 

respectively submit to the Board of Selectpersons a tentative budget program for the ensuing fiscal 
year. 

 
(b) On or before the 1

st
 day of February, annually, tentative budget programs for the ensuing fiscal 

year shall be prepared by department heads requiring funds from general and special 
appropriations of the Town, and submitted to the Board of Selectpersons. 

 
 (c) On or before the 1

st
 day of April, annually the Board of Selectpersons shall prepare and submit to 

the Chairperson of the Finance Committee twenty (20) copies of their respective budget programs 
for the ensuing year based upon the information and material obtained under the provisions of 
subsection (b) hereof and such other information as may be pertinent along with their 
recommendations as to the same.  

 
Section 2. Form of Budget.  The Finance Committee shall have the right to prescribe the form in which the 

budgets referred to in subsection (c) of section 1 hereof are submitted to it, and shall also have the 
right, after receiving such budgets, to request additional information concerning the same, which 
information shall be promptly and accurately provided. 

 
Section 3. Presence at Hearings.  The Finance Committee shall have the right to request the presence of 

Town officials, members of the boards, department heads and other persons who assisted in 
preparing budget material to attend scheduled public hearings or executive sessions of the 
Committee for the purpose of participating in discussions relative to the same, and such requests 
shall be complied with. 

 
Section 4. Town Manager to Coordinate.  It shall be the duty of the Town Manager to coordinate the budget 

operations established by the provisions of this Chapter, and to see that all budget material, as 
herein provided, is timely submitted. 

 
Section 5. For the purpose of the interim Town Meeting scheduled for December 10, 1979, as established by 

the vote of the Town by referendum of October 1, 1979, the following shall apply.  
 
  (a) On or before November 10, 1979, the Public Service Commission and Board of 

Selectpersons shall prepare and submit to the Chairperson of the finance committee (20) 
copies of each of the respective budgets for the ensuing period of January 1, 1980 to June 
30, 1980.  The finance committee shall schedule public hearing and/or executive sessions 
of the committee for purposes of hearings and discussions relative to the above budgets.  
The finance committee shall report its recommendations on or before November 30, 1979. 

 
  (b) Initiated articles for inclusion in the warrant shall be presented to the Board of 

Selectpersons on Thursday, November 8, 1979. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 3 
Finance Committee 

 
CHAPTER 3, Section 4 -- Finance Committee, Budget Meeting 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1983 
 

CHAPTER 3, Section 4 -- Finance Committee, Budget Meeting language referring to school committee deleted 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
Section 1. Power and Duties.  It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee to make definite 

recommendations to the voters at every annual and special meeting relative to all articles in the 
warrant for such meeting involving the appropriation and expenditure of moneys. The Committee 
shall also serve in the capacity of a financial planning agency for the Town. 

 
Section 2. Regular Meetings.  Regular meetings of the Finance Committee shall be held at the Municipal 

Building on the second Wednesday of April, July and January of each year at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Section 3. Special Meetings.  Special Meetings, as required, shall be called in manner provided by the Town 

Charter. 
 
Section 4. Budget Meetings.  At the regular April meeting of the Committee, the Board of Selectpersons shall 

present the budget for the ensuing fiscal year.  The Committee shall hold as many additional 
budget meetings as are required to complete its budgetary work, and no later than May 15

th
 it shall 

make its final report to the Board of Selectpersons and render a copy of the same to the School 
District and to the Town Manager.  All budgetary meetings, as aforesaid, shall be open to the 
public, and such public notice thereof shall be given by the Chairperson as the Committee shall 
determine.  The Committee shall hold at least 3 public meetings as it may require.  

 
Section 5. Hearings on Warrant.  The Committee shall hold two public meetings during the first 14 days in 

April, annually, to consider and hear comment on the articles in the warrant for the next annual 
meeting relating to the appropriation and expenditure of moneys.  Such public notice of these 
meetings shall be given by the Chairperson as the Committee shall determine. 

 
Section 6. Public Planning Meetings.  The Committee shall hold two public meetings annually, during the 

first weeks of September and October, respectively, to discuss and hear comment on municipal 
planning and board future programs.  Such public notice of these meetings shall be given by the 
Chairperson as the Committee shall determine. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 4 
Police and Fire Departments 

 
CHAPTER 4, Section 4  Police and Fire Department 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

CHAPTER 4, Section 8  Police and Fire Department 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 

 
Chapter 4, Section 8  Disciplinary Action 

AMENDED JUNE 10, 1997 
        
      Chapter 4, Section 9 Removal of Legal Residence 

AMENDED JUNE 10, 2008 
 

Chapter 4, Section 2 Organization of Police and Fire Departments 
AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 

 
Chapter 4, Section 3 Appointment of Chiefs 

AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 
 

Chapter 4, Section 4, Appointment of Patrolmen and Firemen 
AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 

 
Chapter 4, Section 10 Political Activity 

AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 
 
Section 1.  Powers and Duties.  The Town Manager, with the approval of the Board of Selectpersons shall be 
responsible for the operation and administration of the Police and Fire Departments of the Town, including the 
selection and control of the personnel.  In the execution of this assignment, and without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing, the Town Manager shall exercise and perform specifically, subject to the provisions of the Town Charter 
and any collective bargaining agreement in effect, the following powers and duties: 
 

A. To make and administer rules for the appointment, promotion, demotion, discipline, retirement and 
discharge of the members of said departments, provided, however, that the Town Manager shall not, under 
such rules, delegate his power to select or appoint personnel.  

 
B. To make and administer rules governing the duties and conduct of the members of said departments.  

 
C. To fix the salaries of the chief and the investigator of the police department and the chief of the fire 

department.  
 

D. To prepare the annual budget for said departments in accordance with the provisions of these Ordinances.  
 

E. To approve all disbursements for the accounts of said departments and to certify the same to the Board of 
Selectpersons. 

 
Section 2.  Organization of Police and Fire Departments. 
 

A. The Police Department shall consist of a Chief and or Public Safety Director and such other officers, 
patrolmen and special patrolmen as the Board of Selectpersons shall from time to time determine.  

 
B. The Fire Department shall consist of a Chief and or Public Safety Director and such other officers, regular 

men and call men as the Board of Selectpersons shall from time to time designate. All references to 
employees designate both sexes, and where the male gender is used, it shall be construed to include male 
and female employees. All references to the Chief of either department shall mean Chief or Public Safety 
Director as determined by the Board of Selectpersons. 



 

 
Section 3.  Appointment of Chiefs.  The Chief of each department, or Public Safety Director overseeing both 
departments, shall be chosen by the Town Manager with the approval of the Board of Selectpersons.  The 
appointment may be probationary for a period not exceeding one year. 
 
Section 4.  Appointment of Patrolmen and Firemen.  All citizens shall be eligible for appointment as regular men 
in either department, except that a special patrolman and a call man, who shall have served at least five (5) years 
in the police department or fire department, respectively, shall be given preference over applicants not having such 
experience.  The Town Manager, with the approval of the Board of Selectpersons, shall have the right to make 
probationary appointments for a period not exceeding one year, and said one year period may be extended for a 
period not to exceed an additional three (3) months if, in the opinion of the Manager, it seems advisable. 
 
Section 5.  Appointment of Special Patrolmen and Call Men.  All citizens shall be eligible for appointment as 
special patrolmen in the Police Department, and call men in the Fire Department.  Special patrolmen and call men 
shall be appointed for a term not to exceed one (1) year.  The form and manner of filing applications, the matter of 
qualifications, examinations and similar detail shall be established by Town Manager with the approval of the Board 
of Selectpersons. 
 
Section 6.  Demotions.  Neither Chief of said departments shall for any reason whatsoever be demoted.  All other 
officers of either department shall be subject to demotion on complaint of the chiefs of the respective departments, 
filed with the Town Manager.  Hearing on such complaints shall be held in accordance with the collective 
bargaining agreement then in force. 
 
Section 7.  Suspension by Chiefs.  The Chief of either department, for any reason which he deems adequate, 
shall have the right to suspend, without pay, any member of his department including special patrolmen and call 
men, for a period not to exceed 7 days for any one offense, and for periods aggregating not more than 30 days in a 
calendar year.  
 
Section 8.  Disciplinary Action.  Disciplinary action involving any permanent member of either department, 
including the Chief, shall be governed by Chapter 36-A and Section 6 and 7 of this chapter. 
 
Section 9.  Removal of Legal Residence.  The failure of any member of either department to maintain a legal 
residence which will enable them to report to the department for emergencies within thirty (30) minutes of 
notification shall constitute a cause for discharge, the procedure for which shall be governed by the provisions of 
Section 8 hereof.  
  
Section 10.  Political Activity.  No member of either department, regular or special, including the Chief, acting in 
an official capacity or in association with any official capacity, as an individual or in concert with others, shall 
participate, direct or indirectly, in any act or program designed to, or tending to influence the election of any Town 
official or to influence the appointment of any person.  Violation of the provisions of this section shall constitute a 
cause for suspension or dismissal under the provisions of section 8 hereof. 
 
Section 11.  Interference with Police and Fire Protection.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons, within 
or without the Police and Fire departments to conspire with others in any acts or acts, or to take part in concerted 
action, formally organized or otherwise, which is designed to, or tends to interfere with or deprive the citizens of the 
Town of Rumford of the protection for which the police and fire departments are maintained.  The Chiefs shall take 
such action as is necessary to bring about the prosecution of any person violating the provisions of this section. 

 



 

 

CHAPTER 5 
Park Commission 

 
CHAPTER 5, Section 3,  Executive Agent 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

Section 1. Powers and Duties. 
 
  (a) The Park Commission shall be and is hereby charged with the duty of developing, 

maintaining and operating all publicly owned cemeteries, and all public parks, athletic 
fields, recreational and playground areas and facilities, now existing or hereafter 
established by vote of the Town excepting playground areas under the control of the 
School Department, to such extent as funds are provided or made available thereof.  

 
  (b) The Commission, in its discretion, shall have the authority to permit the use of the athletic 

facilities under its jurisdiction by persons and organizations, other than public school 
activities, under such terms and conditions as it may determine.  In connection with public 
school activities, it shall have the right to impose such conditions relative to the use of such 
facilities as it may determine just and proper to the end that special expenses involved 
shall be absorbed by the user. 

 
Section 2. Meetings.  The regular meetings of the Park Commission shall be held monthly.  The day of the 

month and time of day of such regular meetings for the ensuing year shall be determined at the 
organizational meeting.  Special meetings may be held as provided by the Town charter. 

 
Section 3. Executive Agent.  The Town Manager or his designated representative shall act as executive 

agent of the Commission, and shall attend meetings of the Commission when requested by the 
Commission Chairperson. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 6 
Board of Library Trustees 

 
Section 1. Powers and Duties.  The Board of Library Trustees shall be and is charged with the duty of 

maintaining and operating the Rumford Public Library, and shall be and is hereby invested with all 
powers necessary to that end.  The Board shall accomplish the purposes herein stated within the 
means provided by appropriations of the Town, assistance rendered by the State and private 
gratuities.  All incidental income resulting from the operation shall be paid in to the Town Treasurer 
monthly, and shall be allocated to the Library Budget in addition to the Town appropriation, so that 
the funds may be drawn upon for Public Library expenses. 

 
Section 2. Meetings.  The Board shall hold regular meetings in March, June, September and December on 

such days and at such times as the Board shall determine.  Special meetings may be held as 
provided by the Town charter. 



 

 

CHAPTER 7 
Town Auditor 

 
CHAPTER 7, Section 1 Town Auditor 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

CHAPTER 7, Section 1 Town Auditor 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 2008 

 
Section 1.  Duties.  The Town Auditor shall conduct an annual audit of the financial operations of all departments 
of the Town and of the accounts of all officials who handle funds of the Town.  Such audit shall be performed in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing practices for municipalities and shall at least meet the minimum 
requirements of the general law.  As soon as may be, following the close of the fiscal year, he shall make a final 
report covering the entire year, which report shall embody the results of his findings and such suggestions, as he 
may deem advisable concerning the affairs of the Town.  He shall render such report to the Board of 
Selectpersons, and a copy to the Finance Committee and to the State Auditor.  He shall do such other things and 
perform such other duties as may be prescribed by general law of the State. 
 
Section 2.  Irregularities.  Whenever the Auditor finds evidence of irregularities in the accounts of the Town or its 
officials, or of practices which do not comply with the general law, the provisions of the Town charter, or these 
Ordinances, he shall report the same forthwith to the Finance Committee and to the Board of Selectpersons.  
 



 

 

CHAPTER 8 
School Committee 

 
REPEALED JUNE 12, 2007 

 



 

 

CHAPTER 9 
Town Treasurer 

 
CHAPTER 9, Section 3 Town Treasurer 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 
Section 1. Duties.  The Town Treasurer shall perform all duties prescribed by the general law, and all such 

duties as may be essential to the functions usually associated with such office, and shall be 
custodian of all funds of the Town, whatever be the source of origin, and shall be responsible for 
the preservation and disbursement of the same, and shall keep an accurate record of all such 
receipts and disbursements, and in addition thereto shall keep a complete and accurate record of: 

 
  (a) The Town debt, both temporary and long term. 
 
  (b) All bequests, gifts and trust funds. 
 
Section  2. Trust Funds.  All trust funds shall be invested by the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the 

Board of Selectpersons, in compliance with the direction, if any, of the donors.  The proceeds only 
of such investments, unless otherwise directed by the donors, shall be used for carrying out the 
purposes of the trusts.  In no instance shall the principal of such funds be used, or pledged as 
security for any purpose.  It shall be the duty of the Town Treasurer to keep such funds 
segregated, to collect the income and disburse the same, with the approval of the Board of 
Selectpersons. 



 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 10 
Town Clerk 

 
Section 1. Ordinances.  It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to keep the Ordinances of the Town currently 

revised and to prepare a revised copy for printing, from time to time, as the Town may appropriate 
funds therefore. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 10A 
The Planning Board 

 
Section 1. Powers and Duties. 
 
  (a) The Planning Board shall prepare a Comprehensive Plan and carry on the broad concept 

of continuing planning as set forth by State Statutes and Municipal Ordinance (30 M.R.S. § 
4961).  

 
  (b) The Planning Board shall up-date and revise the Comprehensive Plan as necessary.  Each 

plan must be submitted to the municipal officers for consideration of submission to the 
legislative body for review and acceptance.  

 
  (c) The Board shall perform such duties and exercise such other powers as are provided by 

Rumford ordinance and the laws of the State of Maine. 
 
  (d) The Board shall be coordinated with other branches of the municipal government in order 

to carry out the projects and goals of the Comprehensive Plan and other duties prescribed 
by State and Municipal Law. 

 
  (e) The Planning Board may, with the approval of the municipal officers, be authorized to 

contract with Federal, State, and private agencies. 
 
Section 2. Organization and Rules. 
 
  (a) Membership:  There shall be 5 members appointed by the Board of Selectpersons.  Two 

associate members shall also be appointed to act in the absence of a regular member. 
 
   The officers shall be a Chairperson and a Secretary who shall be elected from among the 

membership for a term of one year, or until their successors are elected.  
 
  (b) Meetings:  Regular meetings shall be held on the first Wednesday of each month in the 

Planning Office of the Municipal Building.  All meetings are open to the public.  
 
  (c) The Board shall act in accordance with its accepted Ordinances and business will be 

conducted in accord with Maine Statutes, Town ordinances, and Roberts Rules where 
pertinent.  



 

 

CHAPTER 11 
Records 

 
CHAPTER 11, Section 1   Records-Meetings 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1983 
 

CHAPTER 11, Section 1 Records 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 

 
 

Section 1. Meetings.  The Secretary of all boards and commissions shall keep a complete and accurate 
record of each meeting, regular or special, of his or her board or commission, after the approval of 
the minutes by the appropriate boards and within 7 days following such meeting shall file copy 
thereof with the Town Clerk.  The Town Clerk shall keep such records in appropriate books and 
binders which shall be open to public inspection during business hours. 

 
Section 2. Records and Accounts.  All records and accounts of every official department or agency of the 

Town shall be open to inspection at reasonable times and under such regulations as the Town 
Manger may establish, except such records of the Town Clerk as are by general law withdrawn 
from public inspection. 

 
Section 3. Form of Certain Records.  The Town Manager, with the approval of the Board of Selectpersons, 

shall prescribe the method and form of keeping records by the Building Inspector, Health Officer 
and other appointive officers and agents of whom records are required.  

 
Section 4. Police and Fire Departments.  The Board of Selectpersons shall prescribe the method and form 

for keeping the records of the Police and Fire Departments. 
 
Section 5. Legal Opinion.  The Town Manager shall keep available for reference a record of all opinions 

obtained by the Town.  
 
Section 6. Reports on Financial Status.  On or before the 15

th
 day of each month, the Town Manager with 

the assistance of the Treasurer and Auditor shall make a written report to the Board of 
Selectpersons showing the status of each account.  Said reports, or a copy thereof, shall be filed 
with the Town Clerk and kept available for public inspection.  

 
Section 7. Meeting Dates.  On or before the 1

st
 day of July of each year, the Chairperson of all Town Boards, 

Committees and Commissions, shall notify the Town Manager, in writing, of the time and place of 
the regular meetings of their respective agencies for the ensuing year.  The Town Manager shall 
assemble and publish at least once in a local newspaper, or by any other means as determined by 
the Selectpersons, an appropriate schedule of such meetings, post a copy thereof in the Municipal 
Building and file a copy thereof with the Town Clerk.  

 
Section 8. Record of Tax Sales, etc.  The Town Treasurer, in connection with all sales of unmatured tax 

liens, and the Board of Selectpersons in connection with the sales of all tax-acquired property, shall 
keep complete records of such transactions in appropriate books to be provided therefore. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 12 
General Business Provisions 

 
Chapter 12, Section 2 Business Hours 

AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 
 
Section 1. Municipal Building, Designation.  The public building erected by the Town of Rumford and by the 

County of Oxford for the use for municipal and county purposes shall be known and designated as 
the Rumford Municipal Building. 

 
Section 2. Business Hours.  The municipal building and all Town offices shall be open for business Monday 

through Friday for at least eight (8) consecutive hours on each day, unless otherwise directed by 
the Town Manager or Board of Selectpersons.  The Board of Selectpersons may, by order, change 
the beginning and ending hours provided that a notice of such change is published in a paper of 
local circulation at least seven (7) days prior to such change.  Holidays shall be observed by Town 
offices, as determined by the Board of Selectpersons. 

 
Section 3. Rental of Auditorium.  The auditorium of the Municipal Building may be made available for private 

use for such fee and under such conditions and stipulations as the Board of Selectpersons shall 
determine. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 13 
Financial Procedures 

 
CHAPTER 13, Financial Procedures 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

Chapter 13, Section 9 Monies Received from Cable T. V. Franchise Agreement 
AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 

 
Chapter 13, Section 5 Private Use of Equipment 

AMENDED JUNE 8, 2010 
 
Section 1. Income Receipts.  All money collected by the Town shall be paid by the receiving agency to the 

Townôs Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall deposit such funds into the appropriate Town account as 
designated by the Board of Selectpersons.  

 
Section 2. Use of Receipts.  Funds received by the Town shall be used as directed by the Townôs current 

budget and/or the Board of Selectpersons in their capacity as agents for the Townôs people.  
 
Section 3. Remittance of Tax Collector.  All money received by the Tax Collector shall be delivered to the 

Town Treasurer, and identified by title (e.g., Taxes Receivable or Tax Liens) and year of 
assessment.  

 
Section 4. Extension of Credit.  No officer or agent of the Town shall extend credit for material furnished or 

services rendered to individuals, groups, or corporations without the prior consent of the Board of 
Selectpersons.  The Board of Selectpersons are responsible for taking all reasonable precautions 
to insure that the Town is reimbursed for all goods and/or services. 

 
Section 5. Private Use of Equipment.  No equipment, materials, or service of the Town shall be made 

available without the direct approval of the Board of Selectpersons or the Town Manager. 
 
Section 6. Funds with Designated Uses.  All funds designated for special purposes or projects by a vote of 

the Town, by agreement, or by law shall be accounted for separately and safeguarded in order to 
insure that they are used as designated.  These funds shall be invested as directed by the Board of 
Selectpersons, with the advice of the Finance Committee, and in a manner consistent with the laws 
and regulations of the State of Maine. 

 
Section 7. Overdrafts and Surpluses. 
 
 (a) It is the duty of all municipal officers and staff to comply with the laws of the State of Maine and to 

refrain from exceeding their approved budget without appropriate approval of the Town Manager 
and the Board of Selectpersons. 

 
 (b) Any deficit that does occur must be properly accounted in accordance with generally accepted 

accounting principles. 
 
 (c) In the event of unavoidable expenditures that will exceed the budgeted amount, the Board of 

Selectpersons may seek to cover the overdraft from within the department, so long as the 
departmentôs budget is not exceeded or the Board shall call a special Town Meeting to seek further 
appropriations. 

 
 (d) In the event that expenditures for any account do not exceed the amount budgeted for them, the 

Board of Selectpersons shall either lapse the excess to Undesignated Fund Balance (a/k/a 
Surplus) or designate the balance to be carried forward.  

 



 

Section 8. Trust Funds.  The Board of Selectpersons acting with the advice of the Finance Committee are 
authorized to accept funds to be held in trust and used as is customary for such funds or as 
directed by the Trust documents. 

 
Section 9. Monies Received From Cable T.V. Franchise Agreement. Monies received from the cable 

television franchise agreement shall be paid to the Town Treasurer to be disbursed by vote of the 
Board of Selectpersons.  In the event of a surplus at the end of the fiscal year, it shall be 
transferred to the undesignated fund balance. 



 

 

CHAPTER 14 
Radio Interference 

 
Section 1. Interference Unlawful. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to operate any 

electrical machinery or equipment which interferes with radio reception.  Whoever violates the 
provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $10.00, provided however, that 
such operator shall have had written notice of at least 3 days within which to eliminate the source 
of the interference. 



 

 

CHAPTER 15 
Hawking and Peddling 

 
Section 1 

AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 
 

Sections 1-A and 3 
ADOPTED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
Section 1-B 

ADOPTED JUNE 9, 2009 
 
Section 1.  License Required.   It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of hawking or 
peddling goods, wares or merchandise, at retail, without first obtaining a license therefore from the Board of 
Selectpersons.  Such licenses shall be issued, on application, for the calendar year and the fee therefore shall be 
established by the Selectpersons in the Schedule of License, Permit and Application Fees. 
 
Section 1-A. Hours for Hawking and Peddling.  The business of hawking and peddling referred to in Section 1 of 
this ordinance shall be confined to the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. unless special permission has been granted 
by the Board of Selectpersons.  In the event that special permission has been granted, the Town Manager shall 
notify the Chief of Police in writing of said permission by the Board of Selectpersons as soon as practicable. 
 
Section 1-B  Applications.  Application shall be submitted by each entity requesting a license.  The license is valid 
for only one entity and may not be transferred nor shared under a group association. 
 
Section 2.  Exemptions.  The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to commercial agents or other persons 
selling by lists, catalogues, or otherwise, goods, wares or merchandise for future delivery; to persons selling fish, to 
persons selling farm, dairy or orchard products, of their own productions; to persons selling bark, wood or forest 
products; or to persons selling newspapers, periodicals or religious literature. 
 
Section 3.  Penalties.  Any person, business or other entity in violation of this ordinance shall be subject to the 
following penalties:  1) first violation - $50 fine; 2) any subsequent violation ï permit revoked and towing from the 
site at the expense of the person or business or other entity. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 15-A 
Sound Trucks 

 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to use or operate a sound truck on the streets and highways in the Town 
of Rumford, without first obtaining a permit to do so from the Town Manager with the approval of the Board of 
Selectpersons. 



 

 

CHAPTER 15-B 
Pawnbrokers 

 
CHAPTER 15-B Pawnbrokers 

ADOPTED JUNE 9, 1987 
 

CHAPTER 15-B Pawnbrokers 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 

 
 
Section 1. License Required.   It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to carry on any 

commercial business as a Pawnbroker or dealer in used personal property without first obtaining a 
license from the Board of Selectpersons.  Any such license issued shall require the licensee to 
comply with all the provisions of this Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the provisions may be 
cause for penalties and/or revocation of the license. 

 
Section 2. (a) Records Required.  Every Pawnbroker licensed pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance 

shall keep in a separate book, open for inspection by any law enforcement officer, a written record 
showing the time of purchase of each article purchased by him, a brief description of such articles, 
any identification numbers, and the name, residence and date of birth of the person from whom 
such articles were purchased or received. 

 
  (b)  Form of Records.  All records shall be kept and maintained in order of date of purchase and 

contained either in a bound volume or ledger or in a binder in which the pages can be affixed.  
 
Section 3. Daily Report of Licensee.  Every person licensed as a Pawnbroker shall make out, and have 

available for periodic collection, a legible and current list, upon blanks furnished by the Chief of 
Police, containing an accurate description of all articles taken in pawn, purchased or sold, the 
name, residence and date of birth of the buyer or seller other than the licensee, together with the 
correct and exact time when such articles were pawned, purchased or sold, and the amount the 
item was sold for.  Before recording the information required by this section, a dealer shall require 
reasonable written proof of the seller's identification in the form of a motor vehicle operator's 
license or similar item which confirms the person's identification by date of birth and by physical 
description.  

 
Section 4. Receiving articles from minors, thieves regulated.  No one licensed under this Ordinance shall 

purchase or receive any article from any person under the age of eighteen (18) years without the 
written consent of parent or guardian, or from a person known to be a receiver of stolen property or 
known to them as previously selling property they have stolen. 

 
Section 5. Retention of Articles Purchased.  No pawnbroker shall sell, destroy or alter any property pawned 

until it has remained in his possession for three (3) months after the expiration of the time for which 
it was pawned. 

 
Section 6. (a)  Violations.  Anyone licensed pursuant to this Ordinance who violates any of the provisions of 

this Ordinance is punishable by a fine not to exceed the sum of $500.00 for each violation and 
revocation of his license. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 16 
Excavations and Deposits in Streets 

 
 

CHAPTER 16, Section 2, 3, 4  Excavations and Deposits in Streets 
AMENDED Section 2, JUNE 9, 1987 

 
Section 3 and 4 

ADOPTED JUNE 9, 1987 
 

CHAPTER 16, Section 3  Written Permit and Decal 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 

 
Section 2 Snow and Ice 

AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 
 
Section 1. Permits Required.   It shall be unlawful for any person or corporation to make or cause to be 

made any excavation within the limits of a public highway, or to deposit or cause to be deposited 
within the limits of a public highway or sidewalk, any material excepting garbage and refuse, placed 
in metal or other suitable containers for collection, without first obtaining a written permit therefore 
from the Board of Selectpersons.  Such permits shall be issued by the Town Manager. 

 
Section 2. Snow and Ice.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or those in plowing for hire or their agents 

to deposit snow and ice upon any public way or rights of way which obstructs or interferes with the 
free passage of foot or vehicular traffic. It shall be unlawful to deposit snow and ice so as to 
obstruct any fire hydrant. 

 
Public Way Defined.  As used in this section ñpublic waysò shall mean any public street, road, 
sidewalk or private way laid out under authority of statute, ways dedicated to public use, ways upon 
which the public has access, ways under control of Rumford Public Works Department or any body 
having like powers. 

 
Section 3. Written permit and decal required.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or those plowing for 

hire to plow across any public way or deposit snow and ice adjacent to rights of way within the 
Town without first obtaining a written permit and or decal for snow removal equipment.  At no time 
shall any written permit allow the placing of snow or ice upon any public way.  Issued permits shall 
describe in detail any rights or restriction applying to individual permits and shall be issued by the 
Town Manager.  The fees for written permits shall be established by the Selectpersons in the 
Schedule of License, Permit and Application Fees. 

 
Section 4. Enforcement.   Any violation of this chapter by any person engaged in obstructing, depositing or 

plowing without a written permit shall be subject to an initial written warning by a police officer and 
shall upon demand remove such obstructions and deposits.  Failure to remove upon demand or a 
violation after a written warning shall be a civil violation.  In addition to any fine imposed, the cost of 
removal of the obstruction or deposit shall be added to the judgment. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 17 
Regulations as to Bicycles and Skateboards 

 
CHAPTER 17, Section 2   Regulations to Bicycles-Skateboard Ordinance 

ADOPTED JUNE 3, 1991 
 
Section 1.   Manner of Operation. 
 
No person shall ride or propel a bicycle on a street or other public highway of the Town with another person on the 
handle bars or in any other position. 
 
Every bicycle shall be operated with reasonable regard to the safety of the operator and any persons upon the 
streets, and in no event shall a bicycle be operated on a sidewalk. 
 
Persons riding bicycles shall observe all traffic signs and stop at all stop signs. 
 
No bicycle shall be permitted on any public street between thirty minutes after sunset and thirty minutes before 
sunrise, without a headlight visible under normal atmospheric conditions from the front thereof for a distance of not 
less than 300 feet firmly attached to such bicycles and properly lighted, or without a yellow or red light or reflector 
attached to and visible from 200 feet from the rear thereof.  The said headlight to give a clear white light. 
 
No person shall ride or propel a bicycle upon any street abreast of more than one other person riding or propelling 
a bicycle. 
 
Section 2.  
 
(a) No person shall ride or propel a skateboard, roller skates or coaster, alone or in consort with others, on any 
street, public highway, sidewalk or enter upon any public right-of-way by operating in a manner which is negligent 
to and/or endangers himself (herself), pedestrians or the motoring public.  Under no circumstances shall a person 
operate on the sidewalks in the business districts, near hospitals; and shall not ride after dusk. 
 
Operating negligently shall mean a failure to respect property rights, traffic rules, traffic lights or signs, pedestrians 
rights to use sidewalks and the rights of motorists to legally operate on the streets and public highways. 
 
(b) Penalties.  The Chief of Police of the Town of Rumford, or his designee, when satisfied that a person has 
ridden or propelled a skateboard (or similar device) in a negligent or endangering manner may impound the 
skateboard for a period not to exceed 5 days for the first offense, for a period not to exceed 10 days for a second 
offense and for a period not to exceed 30 days for any subsequent offense. 
 
In addition to the above penalty any person 17 years or older who violates any provisions of this Ordinance shall 
also be subject to a $35.00 fine. 



 

 

CHAPTER 18 
Stop Signs 

 
Section 1. Favored Ways.  The Board of Selectpersons is hereby empowered to designate from time to time, 

by vote therefore, certain streets or ways or portions thereof, at points of intersection with other 
streets or ways, as ñfavored ways,ò and to revoke thereafter any such designation.  No such 
designation of a favored way shall become effective as to the regulation of traffic at such point of 
intersection until and unless said board shall cause to be placed or erected, and be maintained, 
suitable warning signs at the unfavored approaches to such intersection. 

 
Section 2. Intersection Defined.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, an intersection shall be deemed to be 

that area formed by the juncture of two or more streets or ways and common to both or all and 
whether or not such streets or ways cross each other after such juncture.  Every street or way 
intersecting a street or way designated as ñfavored,ò as aforesaid, shall, for the purpose of this 
Ordinance, be known as an unfavored street or way. 

 
Section 3. Stopping of Vehicles.  It shall be unlawful for any person operating or in control of a vehicle, 

however propelled, and including bicycles, to cause or permit the same to enter an intersection 
from an unfavored way, as defined in section 2 hereof, without first causing said vehicle to be 
brought to a complete stop immediately before entering such intersection. 

 
Section 4. Defacing Signs.  It shall be unlawful for any person to damage, deface, destroy or move a warning 

or ñstopò sign erected or maintained under the provisions of Section 1 hereof, or any other traffic 
sign or signal erected or maintained under authority of these Ordinances. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 19 
Traffic Regulations 

 
CHAPTER 19, Section 3 (g) Traffic Control 

ADOPTED JUNE 8, 1982 
 

CHAPTER 19, Section 1-B Traffic Regulations-Interference with Snow 
Removal 

ADOPTED JUNE 9, 1987 
 

CHAPTER 19, Section 3 Traffic Regulations-Traffic Control 
AMENDED JUNE 9, 1987 

 
CHAPTER 19, Section 1-A  Traffic Regulations 

AMENDED JUNE 4, 1990 
 

CHAPTER 19, Section 3 (i) Traffic Regulations-Traffic Control 
ADOPTED JUNE 4, 1990 

 
CHAPTER 19, Traffic Regulations 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

CHAPTER 19, Section 1-B Traffic Regulations to allow impoundment 
AMENDED JUNE 11, 2002 

 
CHAPTER 19, Section 1 Traffic Regulations to change when parking ban in place 

AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 
 

CHAPTER 19, Section 1 Traffic Regulations to change when parking ban in place 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 2008 

 
 
Section 1.  Interference with Snow Removal. No person shall allow, permit or suffer any vehicle under his control 
or registered in his name to stand or be parked in any public street or public right-of-way from November 1st to April 
15th inclusive,  between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. for a period of more than two hours, but 
notwithstanding the foregoing, in no event shall such standing or parking between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 
a.m. be legal if it interferes with or hinders the plowing, loading or removal of snow from such public street or way.  
The Board of Selectpersons shall have the authority to change the date of November 1st to any day during the 
month of November but in no instance beyond the date of December 1st and also the date of April 15th but in no 
instance prior to March 1st. 
 
Section 1-A. Unless otherwise stipulated in this Chapter, no person shall allow permit or suffer any vehicle under 
his control or currently registered in his name to stand or be parked in any public street, public right-of-way or Town 
property for a period exceeding two weeks. 
 
Any vehicle parked or standing in a manner other than that described above may be removed by, or under the 
direction of, or at the request of the Chief of Police or any Police Officer of said Town to a garage or storage place.  
Such Police Officer may use such force as may be necessary to enter such vehicle and cause the same to be 
placed in a condition to be moved, and may employ any reputable person, engaged in the business of towing or 
storing vehicles, for such purpose. Notwithstanding any language herein contained, the removal and storage of a 
vehicle pursuant to this ordinance, and the payment of the charges specified herein, shall in no way relieve or 
prevent prosecution for the violation of any provisions of the ordinance. 
 
The Police Department shall make every effort to notify as promptly as possible the owner of any such vehicle of its 
removal from the streets, ways, or roads, or public right-of-way, and as soon as possible a written notice that such 
vehicle has been impounded shall be sent by the Chief of Police to the owner at his last known address as shown 
by the records of the Secretary of State. If the owner is unknown, the Chief of Police shall cause to be published in 



 

any newspaper, of general circulation in the Town of Rumford notice of such impounding, giving the registration 
number, the motor number, and the name, type and year of said vehicle.  
 
Before the owner of such vehicle or his representative, may remove it from the possession of the person towing or 
storing it, he shall: 
 
Furnish satisfactory evidence of his identity and of his ownership of said vehicle to the Chief of Police or his 
designate and pay any parking summons or ticket. 
 
Pay to the person having possession of said vehicle reasonable charges for the towing and storing of said vehicle. 
 
Sign a receipt for said vehicle. 
 
Section 1-B. The Board of Selectpersons shall determine parking fine schedules and authorize the printing of 
those schedules by the Chief of Police.  The owner of a motor vehicle receiving a parking summons for a parking 
violation shall pay the fine listed on the summons within ten (10) days of the violation.  If payment is not made 
within the ten (10) day period, the scheduled fine is automatically doubled.  If the owner fails to pay the doubled fine 
within thirty (30) days of the date of the violation, the Town may impound the vehicle until payment is made and/or 
summons the owner to appear before the Maine District Court.  The Maine District Court shall assess a fine in 
addition to the parking summons listed fine.  All cost for impounding said vehicle shall be paid before the vehicle is 
released to the owner or his/her representative. 
 
Section 2.  Stopping Prohibited.  No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid 
conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with the directions of a police officer, or traffic control device, in any of the 
following places:  
 
 (a)   On a Sidewalk; 
 (b)   In front of a public or private driveway; 
 (c)   On a crosswalk plainly marked and designated as such; 
 (d)   On the traffic side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street, or in a position 
of double parking, so called; 
 
 Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway; 
 
 At any place where officially placed signs prohibit stopping; or where any curb is painted  yellow;  
 
 Within ten (10) feet of the corner of any intersection, except to take on and let off  passengers. 
 
No U turn shall be made on Congress south of Portland Street. 
 
Parking shall be prohibited within (10) feet of any fire hydrant. 
 
Large bodied trucks, moving vans, pulp, gravel or other commercial vehicles shall be  limited to two (2) hours 
parking on any way or street open to the public in the built up  section of the Town of Rumford. 
 
No person, persons, or group of persons shall gather or congregate on foot, or in or on,  one or more vehicles, in 
any of the municipally-owned parking lots after normal business  hours, unless said person or persons are there on 
some official business, or have  permission from Town officials to do so. 
 
Section 3.  Traffic Control.  The Board of Selectpersons is hereby authorized, from time to time, as it may deem 
the same necessary and expedient for the proper control of traffic and for the safety of the public. 
 

A. To establish cross-walks for pedestrians over and across public streets and intersections, which shall be 
clearly designated as such by appropriate markings, or signs, or both.  When traffic is not controlled by 
signal or by officer, the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way slowing down or stopping if need be, to 
a pedestrian on such cross-walk. 
 
To prohibit any stopping or parking of vehicles in designated areas on any public street or way or any 
municipally operated or controlled parking lot by causing to be erected or placed in such areas appropriate 
signs or markings clearly indicating such restrictions. 



 

 
To designate upon the streets and ways or any municipally operated or controlled parking lot, by 
appropriate signs or markings, those portions of the same where vehicles may be stopped or parked at any 
angle to the curb or edge of the street.  If so designated, vehicles shall not be stopped, or parked other 
than parallel with the edge of the roadway, headed in the direction of lawful traffic and with the right hand 
wheels of the vehicle within 18 inches of the curb or edge of the street, except as follows: 

 
 1.   Where diagonal, right angle, or angle parking is permitted. 

 
 2.   On streets where one-way traffic is in effect and where parking is permitted at the left curb or 
edge of street, then if the vehicle is parked at the left curb or edge of street, the left wheels of such vehicle 
shall be within 18 inches of said curb or  edge of street. 

 
To establish bus stops for urban and interurban buses, on such streets and in such places as appear 
necessary and proper for the convenience of the public and to change such locations from time to time.  
Such bus stops shall be clearly designated by appropriate signs or markings or both. No person shall 
stand, stop or park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop, so designated, except that the driver of a 
passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or 
unloading passengers, when such stopping does not interfere with any bus waiting to enter or about to 
enter such area.  

 
To establish taxicab stands on such streets and in such places as appear necessary and proper for the 
convenience of the public and to change such locations from time to time.  Such stands shall be for one 
vehicle only, and shall be established only with the consent, in writing, of the abutting owner.  Such stands 
shall be clearly designated by appropriate signs, or markings, or both.  Any person, firm or corporation 
seeking the privilege of using a stand shall make application in writing to the Board of Selectpersons. No 
person shall stand, stop, or park a vehicle other than a permitted taxicab in such a taxi stand except that 
the driver or a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein for the purpose of and while actually 
engaged in loading or unloading passengers, when such stopping does not interfere with any taxicab 
waiting to enter or about to enter such stand. 

 
To establish one way traffic on such streets and ways at such times of the year as may appear necessary, 
by appropriate signs or markings clearly indicating such restrictions. 

 
To close streets or amend parking regulations when the Board of Selectpersons determines a need exists. 

 
No person shall park or stand in any establish handicapped space provided for those vehicles displaying 
special handicapped registration plates or state issued placard; allows that owners of off-street parking may 
enter into agreement with local police to enforce any handicapped parking spaces which are clearly marked 
at all times. 

 
Under the following conditions any police officer may order unattended vehicles to be towed at the expense 
of the owner of the vehicle. 

 
Parked vehicles which hinder plowing, loading, dumping of snow as set forth in Section 1. 

 
Blocking a driveway or parking area which obstructs or interferes with the movement on any driveway or 
parking area.  Vehicles can be towed at the property ownerôs request.  

 
Unattended vehicles which are traffic hazards. 

 
Abandoned vehicles which are abandoned on public or privately-owned property, without the permission of 
the owner, leasee, or occupant thereof.  A vehicle is presumed to be abandoned if (1) it lacks a current 
license registration plate and a valid state inspection sticker, and (2) it has been in a specific location for 
ten days without being moved. 

 
Section 4.  Definitions.  The following terms, whenever used or referred to in this Ordinance, shall have the 
following meanings unless the context otherwise clearly indicates. 
 



 

The work ñvehicleò shall mean any device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported 
upon a highway. 
 
The word ñstreetò shall mean any public street, avenue, road, boulevard, highway or other public place located in 
the Town of Rumford and established for the use of vehicles and pedestrians, and any private street or way to 
which the public has access and the owner of which consents to its inclusion for the purpose of the Ordinance. 
 
The word ñpersonò shall mean any individual, firm or co-partnership or corporation. 
 
The word ñparkingò shall mean the standing of a vehicle whether occupied or not, upon a street otherwise than 
temporarily for the purpose of, and while actually engaged in, receiving or discharging passengers, or in obedience 
to traffic regulations, signs or signals. 
 
Section 5.  Parking of Trailers.  No person or persons shall park a camp trailer or like device used for living 
quarters by either persons or animals on any public street, way or municipally operated or controlled parking lot 
otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers, or 
in obedience to traffic regulations, signs or signals. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 20 
Metered Parking 

 
REPEALED MARCH 5, 1979 

 



 

 
CHAPTER 21 

Sanitation and Safety Measures 
 

Sec. 1, 1A, 1B, and 2 
REPEALED JUNE 6, 1982. 

 
CHAPTER 21, Section 7 Sanitation and Safety Measures-Parades 

AMENDED JUNE 10, 1986 
 

CHAPTER 21, Section 3 Sanitation and Safety Measures-Deposit of Waste 
AMENDED JUNE 4, 1990 

 
CHAPTER 21, Section 8 Curfew A and B 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

CHAPTER 21, Section 4 Sewer Entry Permits 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
CHAPTER 21, Section 8 Curfew 

AMENDED JUNE 10, 2008 
 

CHAPTER 21, Section 11, Unoccupied and Abandoned Buildings 
ADOPTED JUNE 9, 2009 

 
CHAPTER 21, Section 11, Unoccupied and Abandoned Buildings 

AMENDED JUNE 8, 2010 
 

Section 1, 1A, 1B, and 2 REPEALED.  (See June 6, 1982 referenced above.) 
 
Section 3.  Deposit or Waste.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to deposit or scatter, or 
cause to be deposited or scattered, in or upon the public highways any paper, rubbish or other waste material, 
provided, however, that this section shall not apply to garbage and refuse left in metal or other suitable containers 
for collection.  No rubbish shall be placed out for collection more than 24 hours before the time designated for 
collection except during clean-up periods authorized by the Board of Selectpersons. 
 
Section 4.  Sewer Entry Permits. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to connect to any public 
sanitary sewer unless and until he shall have secured from the Town Manager a written permit to do so and shall 
have paid to the Town Treasurer a fee established by the Board of Selectpersons in the Schedule of License, 
Permit, Application and Other Fees.  This permit shall be in addition to the permit for excavations in street required 
under chapter 16.  All connections shall be made in a manner prescribed by the Selectpersons and shall be 
inspected and approved for acceptance by the Town Manager before backfilling.  
 
Section 5.  Games.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to play games or to throw stones, snowballs or 
other missiles in or over any public highway. 
 
Section 6. Obstruction of Highways.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to carry on any trade 
or business from a vehicle or stand located on any portion of a public street or highway unless a permit has been 
obtained from the Board of Selectpersons at a fee to be determined by the Board of Selectpersons.  This 
requirement includes vehicles of any description being offered for sale.  
 
Section 7. Parades.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to parade or hold demonstrations in the public 
streets or highways without first obtaining a written permit therefore.  Such permits shall be issued by the Chief of 
Police, with the approval of the Board of Selectpersons. 
 
Section 8.  Curfew. 
 
 (a)   Definitions 
 



 

(1)   Curfew Hours means the hours from 11:01 P.M. until 6:00 A.M. of the following day. 
 

(2)   Emergency means unforeseen circumstances, or the resulting situation, calling for immediate 
action.  This includes, but is not limited to, fire, natural disaster, or vehicular accident, as well as any 
situation requiring action to avert serious injury or the loss of life. 
 

(3)  Guardian means a person or a public or private agency who, either pursuant to court order or 
acceptance of testamentary appointment, is the legal guardian of the minor.  This definition also includes a 
person to whom parental powers have been delegated under 18-A MRSA ss5-104. 
 

(4)  Minor means any person who is seventeen years of age or younger. 
 
(5)  Parent means a person who is the natural parent, adoptive parent, or step-parent  of the minor. 
 
(6)  Public place means a place located in the Town of Rumford to which the public, or a 

substantial group of the public, has access, including, but not limited to, streets, highways, sidewalks, 
parking lots, vacant lots, parks, and the common areas in and about apartment buildings, office buildings, 
hospitals, schools, shops and places of entertainment. 

 
(7)  Remain means to linger or stay, as well as to refuse to leave when requested to do so by a 

Police Officer, or the owner or other person in control of a public place.  This term also encompasses 
activities which may be mobile, such as walking, driving, and riding about in a public place. 

  
 

            (b) Offenses 
(1)  It shall be unlawful for a minor to remain in a public place during curfew hours. 
 
(2)  It shall be unlawful for a parent or guardian of a minor to knowingly permit, or allow by 

exercising insufficient control, the minor to remain in a public place during curfew hours.   
  
 (c) Defenses 
  It is a defense to prosecution under Paragraph (b) of this Ordinance that  
 the minor was: 
  (1)  Accompanied by the minorôs parent or guardian; 
    

(2)  involved in an emergency or on an errand necessitated by an emergency; 
 
(3)  engaged in an employment activity, or on the way to or from an employment activity, without 

any detour or stop except as necessary to drop off or pick up a co-employee; 
 
(4)  in motor vehicle involved in interstate travel; 
 
(5) on an errand directed by a parent or guardian, without any detour or stop; 
(6) on the sidewalk abutting the minorôs home; 
 
(7) attending a school, religious or governmental activity, which is supervised by adults, or traveling 

to or from such a school, religious, or governmental activity without detour or stop; 
 
(8) attending a recreational activity sponsored by the Town of Rumford, a civic organization, or a 

similar entity, which is supervised by adults, or traveling to or from such an activity without detour or stop; 
 
(9) exercising rights protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution; 
 

  (10) married, or otherwise legally emancipated. 
 
 (d)       Enforcement 
   

 Before taking any action to enforce this Ordinance, a Police Officer shall ask the apparent 
offenderôs age.  The Officer may ask for proof of the apparent offenderôs age, and may be justified in taking 
action to ascertain the apparent offenderôs age in the absence of identification, such as taking the apparent 



 

offender into custody while contacting his or her parent or guardian, or accompanying the apparent 
offender to his or her residence for the purpose of obtaining identification.  
 
 If the apparent offender is a minor, or cannot produce identification proving otherwise immediately, 
the Officer shall ask the reason for the apparent offenderôs being in a public place.  The Officer shall not 
take any action to enforce this section unless the Officer reasonably believes that an offense has occurred  
and, based on any response as well as other circumstances, no defense provided in Paragraph (c) is 
applicable.  If the Officer does have such a reasonable belief, the Officer may take the minor into custody 
for the purposes of contacting the minorôs parent or guardian to come to take control of the minor.  The 
Police Officer may summons the minor and the minorôs parent to the District Court for violation of this 
Ordinance.  During this period, the Officer may require the minor or the minorôs parent or guardian or both 
to remain in the Officerôs presence for a period of up to two hours, so long as the Officer complies with all 
requirements of law, including, without limitation, 17-A MRSA ss17. 
 
(e)  Penalties  
   
 (1)  The penalty for a minor who violates this Ordinance shall be: 
   

(a) for the first offense, five hours of community service and/or a fine of up to $50.00; and 
 
  (b) for each subsequent offense, ten hours of community service  
  and /or a fine of up to $100.00. 
 
 (2)  The penalty for a parent or guardian who violates this Ordinance  
  Shall be: 
  (a) for the first offense, a fine of $50.00; and  
   
  (b) for each subsequent offense, a fine of $100.00. 
 
 
(f) Severability 
  

  If any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be invalid by a court of   
  competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not render invalid the  
  remaining provisions. 
 
Section 9.  Loitering. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to loiter, wander, stand or remain idle either alone and/or in consort with 

others in a public place in such a manner so as to: (1) Obstruct any public street, public highway, public 
sidewalk or any other public place or building by hindering or impeding or tend to hinder or impede the free 
and uninterrupted passage of vehicles, traffic or pedestrians. (2) Commit in or upon any public street, public 
highway, public sidewalk or any other public place or building any act or thing which is an obstruction or 
interference to the free and uninterrupted use of property or with any business lawfully conducted by 
anyone in or upon or facing or fronting on any public street, public highway, public sidewalk or any other 
public place or building, all of which prevents the free and uninterrupted ingress, egress, and regress, 
therein, thereon and thereto. 

 
(b) When any person causes or commits any of the conditions enumerated in subsection (a) herein, a police 

officer or any law enforcement officer shall order that person to stop causing or committing such conditions 
and to move on or disperse.  Any person who fails or refuses to obey such orders shall be guilty of a 
violation of the Section. 

 
(c) Any such violation shall constitute a separate offense on each successive day continued. 
 
Section 10. Tag Days.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to hold tag days in the Town of Rumford 
without first obtaining a written permit therefore.  Such permits shall be issued by the Chief of Police, with the 
approval of the Town Manager.  
 
Section 11.  Unoccupied and Abandoned Buildings. 



 

 
A. To deter blight any building, structure or mobile home, shall be considered unoccupied if it is not used for 
residential or commercial purposes, or is not under active construction or renovation, for a continuous period of 120 
days or more.   
 

 
1.  Residential structures in which utilities, including water, electricity and heating systems, remain in 
service shall be considered occupied.   

 
2.  All unoccupied buildings shall be properly secured against unauthorized entry, vandalism and infestation 
by pests.    
 
3.  Unoccupied buildings judged by the Code Enforcement Officer, Police or other Town officials as not to 
be properly secured,  may be made secure, including the sealing of windows and doors, removing of pests 
and rubbish, and/or disinfection and cleaning, by order of the Board of Selectpersons with full costs 
assessed to the buildingôs owner of record. 

 
B. Any unoccupied commercial structure or residential structure of three units or more may be designated as 
abandoned after twelve months of continued lack of use, repair, or occupancy. The owners of buildings declared 
abandoned by order of the Board of Selectpersons shall be given 30 days to present a plan of management to the 
Town Manager.  The Plan of Management shall describe: 
 
 A.  A schedule of measures to maintain the continuation of security against unauthorized entry, 
 vandalism and infestation by pests, including a schedule of inspection by the property owner or an 
 authorized agent.  

 
B.  A schedule of active maintenance of the abandoned property, including cleaning, painting, roof and 
window repair and maintenance, grounds keeping and other measures necessary to prevent a blighted 
appearance; 

 
C.   A schedule or other plan for return of the abandoned building to appropriate residential or commercial 
use. 

 
C.  In the event of the failure of the owner of the property to present a Plan of Management, or in the event 
that the Selectpersons, by majority vote, declare the Plan inadequate, the Selectpersons shall order an inspection, 
to the fullest extent practical, of the premises by the Code Enforcement Officer.  The Code Enforcement Officer 
shall determine whether, under the laws of the State of Maine, the abandoned building constitutes a public 
nuisance, including, but not limited to violations of any application, state statutes or local ordinances, any history of 
neighborhood disruption or illegal activity resulting from unauthorized use of the premises, and as a source of 
blight. 
 
D. Within the authority of MRSA Title 30-A, §3104 Abatement of nuisances, and/or MRSA Title 17, §2851 
Dangerous buildings,  The Board of Selectpersons shall seek the removal, renovation, or restoration to active 
function of any buildings declared a public nuisance as described herein. 



 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 21-A 
Sewer Use 

Discharge of Pollutants 
 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, joint venture, charitable organization and 
corporation to introduce any pollutant into the Town of Rumfordôs sewerage systems or treatment 
facilities which: 

 
Is a toxic pollutant in toxic amounts as defined in standards issued from time to time under Section 

307 (a) of the Federal Pollution Control Act, as amended; 
 
Creates a fire or explosion hazard in the Town of Rumfordôs treatment works; 

 
Causes corrosive structural damage to the Town of Rumfordôs treatment works, including all 

wastes with a pH lower than 5.0; 
 

Contains solid or viscous substances in amounts which would cause obstruction to the flow in 
sewers or other interference with proper operation of the Town of Rumfordôs treatment 
works; or  

 
In the case of a major contributing industry, as defined herein, contains an incompatible pollutant, 

as further defined herein, in an amount or concentration in excess of that allowed under 
standards or guidelines issued from time to time pursuant to Federal Pollution Control Act, 
as amended. 

 
Section 2. A forty-five (45) day notification to the Town of Rumford shall be required of a: 
 

Proposed substantial change in volume or character of pollutants over that being discharged into 
the Town of Rumfordôs treatment works on May 20, 1974; 

 
Proposed new discharge into the Town of Rumfordôs treatment works of pollutants from any source 

which would be a new source as defined in Section 306 of the Act if such source were 
discharging pollutants, or 

 
Proposed new discharge into the Town of Rumfordôs treatment works of pollutants from any source 

which would be subject to Section 301 of the Act if it were discharging such pollutants;  
 

The Town of Rumford shall notify the Regional Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 1 of any discharge specified in this Section within 30 days on which the 
Town of Rumford is notified of such discharge.  

 
Section 3. Any industry discharging into the Town of Rumfordôs treatment works is required to perform such 

monitoring of its discharge as the Town of Rumford may reasonably require, including the 
installation, use, and maintenance of monitoring equipment methods, to keep records of the results 
of such monitoring to the Town of Rumford.  Such records shall be made available for the Town of 
Rumford to the Regional Administrator upon request. 

 
Section 4. The Town of Rumfordôs authorized representative shall have the authority to enter into, upon, or 

through the premises of any industry discharging into the Town of Rumfordôs treatment works to 
have access to and copy any records, to inspect any monitoring equipment or method required 
under subsection 3 above, and to sample any discharge into the Town of Rumfordôs treatment 
works. 



 

 

CHAPTER 21-B 
Curbside Recycling 

 
ADOPTED JUNE 3, 1991 

 
Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, charitable organization or corporation to dispose of 

recyclable solid waste in any manner inconsistent with appropriate rules established by the 
Rumford Board of Selectpersons. 

 
The Board of Selectpersons are hereby authorized to establish such rules and regulations 
concerning the disposal and collection of recyclable materials found in the municipal solid waste 
stream, and to amend such rules and regulations as needed to comply with any recycling program 
approved by the Northern Oxford Regional Solid Waste Board as recycling equipment becomes 
available or as new materials are able to be recycled.  A copy of said rules and regulations and any 
amendments thereto, shall be kept on file at the Town Clerkôs Office. 

 
Section 2. Solid Waste, including recycling materials, shall continue to be picked up from all residential 

properties within the Town of Rumford. 
 

The Town shall provide suitable recycling containers to all residents in accordance with a plan 
which shall be adopted by the Board of Selectpersons. 

 
The plan shall address goals for recycling as well as an education program designed to maximize 

participation from all Rumford residents. 
 

The effective date of this chapter shall be March 1, 1992. 
 
No unauthorized person shall remove, add to, tamper with, or take possession of recycling 

materials placed or set out for collection or located at any recycling facility or location 
established by the Board of Selectpersons. 

 
Section 3. All provisions of this chapter are enforceable by duly authorized police officers and the municipal 

officers. 
 
Section 4. Any person, partnership, charitable organization or corporation who violates this Chapter shall be 

subject to a civil penalty, payable to the Municipality, of not more than $100.00 for each violation.  
Each day of a violation shall be considered a separate violation.  Such person, partnership, 
charitable organization or corporation shall also be liable for court costs and reasonable attorney 
fees incurred by the Town of Rumford.   



 

 

CHAPTER 22 
Motor Vehicles for Hire 

 
Section 4 adding fines for non-compliance 

ADOPTED JUNE 11, 2002 
 

Section 2 to include exclusions for issuance of licenses 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
New Section 3 

ADOPTED JUNE 12, 2007 
 

Previous Section 3, number changed to 4 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
New Section 1, 2 and 4 

AMENDED FEBRUARY 11, 2010 
 
Section 1.  License Required.  Effective March 1, 2010, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation 

to engage in the business of carrying passengers for hire without first obtaining an applicable 
license therefore from the Board of Selectpersons. All drivers shall obtain the required license 
pertaining to them from the Rumford Police Department after completion of a background check. 
This section shall not apply to vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission. 

 
Section 2.  Issuance of License.  Licenses issued under the provisions of Section 1 hereof shall be for the 

calendar year, but such licenses shall be subject to revocation by the Selectpersons for failure by 
the licensee, his agents or servants, to comply with the rules and regulations of the Selectpersons.  
No license shall be issued to any person, firm, limited liability company, corporation or other entity 
which hires a person to drive who (a) is in violation of this ordinance (b) is a registered sex offender 
or has been convicted of a Class A felony, or (c) has convictions for the following periods of time 
immediately preceding their application: 

  
TEN YEARS FIVE YEARS THREE YEARS 
Class B or C Felonies Assault Driving to endanger 
Misdemeanor sexual assault 
Habitual Offender 

Operating Under Influence 
Operating after suspension 

Three moving motor vehicle 
violations per 29-A M.R.S. 
Chapter 19 

   
   
 

It is the responsibility of any owner of a taxi cab service applying for a license to make certain that 
no person hired to drive is in violation of the offenses in this section. An ownerôs license shall also 
be revoked by the Selectpersons of a person or entity which subsequently hires an individual with 
any of the unpardoned offenses listed in this section after being notified in writing by the Town 
Manager or Chief of Police that an individual hired by said person or entity has such an offense and 
fails to take corrective action within fifteen (15) days of such written notification. The Board of 
Selectpersons is hereby directed and authorized to promulgate rules and regulations governing the 
operation of said vehicles, the fares to be charged and the amount of the fee for such licenses. No 
license shall be issued unless: the applicant furnishes proof of liability coverage on all vehicles to 
be used under such license; drivers are qualified under the terms of this Ordinance; owners and 
drivers are properly insured; and motor vehicles are properly registered. 

 
Upon compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance, the owner of the taxi cab service shall 
be issued an ownerôs license.  Upon compliance with all terms of this Ordinance, a driver shall be 
issued an appropriate license.  All owners of any taxicab service are required to comply with all 
state laws respecting smoking. 

   



 

Section 3.  Display of License. Drivers while on duty are required to display their valid 
driversô licenses in the vehicles so that passengers can view their valid licenses. In addition, a copy 
of the valid Town license of the person or entity permitted to engage in the business of carrying 
passengers for hire shall be on display in all vehicles being used for said business and are 
available on request. 

 
Section 4.  Fines for Noncompliance. Any person, firm, limited liability company, corporation 
or other entity which operates a business of carrying passengers for hire in violation of this 
ordinance shall be subject to a fine of $100 per day from the date of occurrence of any violation. 

 



 

 

CHAPTER 23 
Sidewalks 

 
Section. 1. Locations.  The Board of Selectpersons is hereby authorized to set apart for sidewalk purposes, 

as public convenience and necessity requires, such portions of the streets and highways within the 
Town as may be needed and appropriate for such purpose.  

 
Section 2. Construction, etc.  Unless otherwise provided, in special instances, by vote of the Town, the 

construction, curbing and paving of sidewalks shall be authorized by the Selectpersons only on the 
basis that one-half of the total cost of the project shall be borne by the Town and the other half by 
the abutting owners.  No such project shall be commenced unless and until each abutting owner 
has paid, or reasonably secured payment, to the Town his portion of the cost thereof. 



 

 

CHAPTER 23-A 
Driveway Culverts 

 
 
The Board of Selectpersons is hereby authorized to install driveway culverts on any street or way in said Town of 
Rumford provided the abutting owner or owners shall pay one-half the cost of said culvert and one-half the cost of 
the installation thereof. 



 

 

CHAPTER 23-B 
Permanent Road Improvement Fund 

 
CHAPTER 23-B  Permanent Road Improvement Fund 

AMENDED JUNE 10, 1986 
AMENDED JUNE 4, 1990 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 2008 

 
 
That $400,000.00 each year be taken from Excise Tax receipts and placed in Permanent Road Improvement Fund.  
Selectpersons to advise at each Annual Town Meeting the proposed Permanent Street Improvement Program for 
ensuing year and cost figure of same. 



 

 

CHAPTER 23-C 
Capital Improvement 

 
CHAPTER 23-C Capital Improvement 

AMENDED JUNE 12, 1984 
 

CHAPTER 23-C Capital Improvement 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 1988 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 2008 

 
The Capital Improvement needs of the Town shall be appropriated annually in a capital improvement appropriation, 
separate from each departmental budget.  
 
All appropriations for Capital Improvement needs shall be placed in a Capital Improvement Fund and shall be used 
to purchase equipment and improve building and property of the Town according to the Goals outlined in a five (5) 
year Capital Improvement Plan.  The 5 year Capital Plan shall be updated each year by the Board of Selectpersons 
and shall be submitted to the Finance Committee for review at their public planning meetings held according to 
Chapter 3, Section 6, of the Town Ordinances. 
 
The Finance Committee may recommend Amendments on any portion of the Capital Plan to the appropriate 
departmental authority for its review, prior to making a final recommendation on funding levels required by the plan. 



 

 
 

CHAPTER 24 
Use of Dangerous Weapons 

 
Section 1. Discharge of Firearms, etc.  Except in cases of emergency, it shall be unlawful for any person to 

fire, shoot, discharge or throw any firearm, air rifle, slingshot, or other dangerous weapon or missile 
in any highway or in any other place within 1/2 mile from a built up area of the Town. 

 
Section 2. Definitions.  For the purpose of this chapter. 
 

ñhighwayò shall mean any public street, road or public place within the Town established for the use 
of vehicles or pedestrians, and any private ways or areas to which the public customarily 
has access; and 

 
ñbuilt-up areasò shall mean any section of the Town where dwelling houses or business structures 

are situated less than 150 feet apart for a distance at least 1/4 of a mile. 
 



 

CHAPTER 25 
REPEALED June 8, 1982 

 

CHAPTER 25-A 
REPEALED June 8, 2004 

 

CHAPTER 25-B 
REPEALED June 14, 2005 



  

 

CHAPTER 25-C 
Building Code 

 
ADOPTED 

JUNE 8, 2004 
 

Inclusion of International Residential Code 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2007 

 
Define Residential Building Code as 2003 Version of International Building Code 

AMENDED JUNE 10, 2008 
                  
 
Section 1. Adoption of Code. 
 
Certain documents, three (3) copies of which are on file in the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of 
Rumford, being marked and designated as the International Building Code,  2003 (ñIBCò)  and 
Appendices A-J, and the International Residential Code 2003 (ñIRCò), published by the International Code 
Council, are hereby adopted as the Building Code of the Town of Rumford as adopted by the Town of 
Rumford, Maine for regulating the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, 
removal demolition, equipment, use and occupancy, location and maintenance of buildings and 
structures; providing for the issuance of permits and the collections of fees therefore; and each and all of 
the regulations, provisions, conditions and terms of such International Building and Residential Codes, on 
file in the Office of the Town Clerk, are hereby referred to, adopted and made a part hereof as if fully set 
out in this article, subject to Section 2 of this ordinance.  The IRC shall apply to detached one and two 
family dwellings and multiple single family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories in height 
with separate means of egress as herein provided. 
 
Section 2. Deletions, Additions, Insertions. 
 

Deletions.  The following portions of such code shall be deleted and are hereby excluded 
from this article: 

 
Any provision in either the International Building Code or International Residential Code which 
conflict with the following provisions of Maine state law: 

 
Fire Safety Codes and Standards.  Fire safety codes and standards adopted pursuant to 25 
M.R.S. §§ 2452 and 2465, as amended; 

 
Electrical Standards.  Electrical standards adopted pursuant to 32 M.R.S. § 2253-A, as amended; 

 
Plumbing Code.  The plumbing code adopted pursuant to 32 M.R.S. § 3403-B, as amended; 

 
Oil and Solid Fuel Burning Equipment Standards.  Oil and solid fuel burning equipment standards 
adopted pursuant to 32 M.R.S. § 2313, as amended; 
 
Propane and Natural Gas Equipment Standards.  Propane and natural gas equipment standards 
adopted pursuant to 32 M.R.S. § 14805, as amended; 

 
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Standards.  Boiler and pressure vessel standards adopted pursuant 
to 32 M.R.S. § 15104-A, as amended; 

 
Elevator Standards.  Elevator standards adopted pursuant to 32 M.R.S. § 15228, as amended; 



  

 
Energy Efficient Standards.  Energy efficient standards adopted pursuant to 32 M.R.S. § 1415-D, 
as amended; and 

 
Any other standards exempted from the Maine Model Building Code pursuant to 10 M.R.S. § 
9703, as amended; 

 
 From the International Building Code: 
 
   Section 113.1-113.4 inclusive: Violations; 
 
   Section 114.3 Unlawful Continuance; 
 
   Section 115.3 Method of Service; 
 
   Section 116.1 Disregard of Unsafe Notice; 
 
   Section 117.1 Cost of Emergency Repairs; 
 
   Section 112.1-112.3 inclusive: Board of Appeals; and 
 
   Appendix A Section A101 Building Official. 
 
  From the International Residential Code: 
 
   Appendixes A, B, D, L, Q and P; 
  
   Chapter 2 Section R202 Definitions ï Building Official; and 
  
   Chapter 1 Section R112 Board of Appeals. 
 
Additions.  The following items shall be added to such code and are hereby included in this 
article: 
 
 A. To the International Building Code: 
 
  (1) Appendix A add Section A101.1 to read: 

 
A101.1 Building Official.  To be eligible for appointment, the building official shall be 
articulate, receptive, fair, just in decision, yet firm and demanding in requiring compliance 
with the codes, ordinances and ordinances, and laws of the United States, the State of 
Maine and the Town of Rumford.  The building official must be capable of corresponding 
and communicating with the public officials, building owners, contractors, architects and 
engineers and the citizens of Rumford.  The building official shall be generally informed 
on good engineering practices in respect to design and construction of buildings, the 
basic principles of fire prevention, the accepted requirement for means of egress and the 
installation of elevators and other service equipment necessary for the health, safety and 
general welfare of the occupants.  The Building Official is the Town Official charged with 
the administration and enforcement of this code.  The Building Official shall be appointed 
by the Board of Selectpersons and said appointment shall comply with any requirements 
of state or municipal law. 

 
  (2) Chapter 1 add Section 113.1-113.4 to read: 
 
  Section 113 Violations. 



  

 
113.1 Unlawful Acts.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, 
construct, alter, extend, repair, remove, demolish, use or occupy any buildings or 
structures or equipment regulated by this code, or cause same to be done in conflict with 
or in violation of any of the provisions of this code. 

 
113.2 Notice of Violations.  The building official shall serve notice of violation or order on 
the person responsible for the erection, construction, alteration, extension, repair, 
removal, demolition, use or occupancy of a building or structure in violation of a detailed 
statement or a plan approved thereunder, or in violation of a permit or certificate issued 
under the provisions of this code.  Such order shall direct the discontinuance of the illegal 
action or condition and the abatement of the violation and the date of compliance. 

 
113.3 Prosecution of Violations.  If the notice of violation or order is not complied with, the 
building official shall request the Selectpersons to institute the appropriate proceeding at 
law or in equity to restrain correct or abate such violation or to require the removal or 
termination of the unlawful use of the building or structure in violation of the provisions of 
the code or of any order or direction made pursuant thereto. 
 
113.4 Violation Penalties.  Any person who shall violate a provision of this code or shall 
fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, construct, alter or 
repair a building or structure in violation of an approved plan or directive of the building 
official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, punishable by 
a fine or not more than $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding ten (10) days or both 
such fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues shall deemed a 
separate offense. 

 
  (3) Chapter 1 add Section 114.3 to read: 
 

114.3 Unlawful Continuance.  Any person who shall continue any work in or about the 
structure after having been served with a stop work order, except such work as that 
person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a 
fine of not less than $100.00 or more than $1,000.00. 

 
  (4) Chapter 1 add Section 112 to read: 
 
  Section 112 Appeals 
 

112 Appeals.  The owner of a building or structure of any other person aggrieved may 
appeal to the Board of Appeals from a decision of the building official refusing to grant a 
modification of the provisions of this code covering the manner of construction or 
materials to be used in the erection, alteration or repair of a building or structure.  
Application for appeal may be made when it is claimed that the true intent of this code or 
the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of 
this code do not fully apply, or an equally good or better form of construction can be 
used.  Appeals shall be brought within ten (10) days of the building officialôs decision and 
shall state the particular portion of the decision appealed from the reasons for the 
appellantôs disagreement with the building official.  The appeal shall be to the Board of 
Appeals as constituted in Chapter 37 of the Town of Rumford Ordinances and shall be 
made in compliance with said Chapter 37 and the rules adopted thereunder. 

 
(5) Chapter 1 add Section 115.4 to read: 

 
115.4 Method of Service.  If the person addresses with an unsafe notice cannot be found 
within the Town of Rumford after a search, then such notice shall be sent registered or 



  

certified mail to the last known address of such person and the notice shall be deemed 
delivered when deposited in the United States mail, postage prepaid; and a copy of the 
unsafe notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises; and such 
procedure shall be deemed the equivalent of personal notice. 

 
  (6) Chapter 1 add Section 116 to read: 
 

116.1 Disregard of Unsafe Notice.  Upon refusal or neglect of the person served with an 
unsafe notice condition or to comply with the decision of the building official, the 
Selectpersons shall cause said unsafe condition to be abated, removed or altered in 
compliance with the building officialôs order, and all expenses incurred by the Town shall 
be repaid to the Town by the owner.  In addition, the Selectpersons may institute the 
appropriate legal action to compel compliance and to recover its expenses, including 
attorneysô fees. 

 
  (7) Chapter 1 add Section 117 to read: 
 

117.1 Cost of Emergency Repairs.  Cost incurred in the performance of emergency work 
shall be paid for by the Town of Rumford on order of the Selectpersons.  The 
Selectpersons shall institute appropriate action against the owner of the premises for 
recovery of such costs and expenses including attorneysô fees. 

 
 B. To the International Residential Code: 
 
  To Chapter 2 Section R202 Definitions ï Building Official 
 

Building Official.  To be eligible for appointment, the building official shall be articulate, 
receptive, fair, just in decision, yet firm and demanding in requiring compliance with the 
codes, ordinances and laws of the United States, the State of Maine and the Town of 
Rumford.  The building official must be capable of corresponding and communicating with 
the public officials, building owners, contractors, architects and engineers and the citizens 
of Rumford.  
 
The building official shall be generally informed on good engineering practices in respect 
to design and construction of buildings, the basic principles of fire prevention, the 
accepted requirement for means of egress and the installation of elevators and other 
service equipment necessary for the health, safety and general welfare of the occupants.  
The building official is the town official charged with the administration and enforcement 
of this code.  The building official shall be appointed by the Board of Selectpersons and 
said appointment shall comply with any requirements of state or municipal law. 

 
Insertions.  The following insertions are hereby made in the designated section of such codes. 
 
International Building Code: 
 
   (1) Section 101.1 Title.  Insert the words ñThe Town of Rumfordò; 
 
Section 103.2 Appointment.  Replace the word ñchief appointing authority of the jurisdictionñ with the word 
ñSelectpersonsò; 
 
Section 103.3 Deputies.  Replace the words ñthe appointing authorityò with the word ñSelectpersonsò; 
 
Section 104.8 Liability.  Replace the word ñjurisdictionò in the first and second sentence with the words 
ñThe Town of Rumfordò; 
 



  

Section 108.2 Schedule of Permit Fees.  Insert the words ñbased upon the estimated cost of construction 
which shall be established by the Board of Selectpersons.ò 
 
Section 501.2 Fire Limits.  Insert the words ñthe area enclosed by Bridge, Congress Lowell and Canal 
Streets, and the areas between Canal Street, and Middle Canal, between Bridge Street and the 
Androscoggin River, between River Street and the Androscoggin River, and between Congress Street 
and the Androscoggin Riverò; 
 
Section 1807.2.1 Deep Excavation.  Insert the words ñfive (5) feetò; 
 
Section 1807.2 Shallow Excavation.  Insert the words ñfive (5) feetò; 
 
Section 1906.1 Filing.  Insert amounts to be determined by the Board of Selectpersons 
 
International Residential Code: 
 
Chapter 1 add Section R112 to read: 
 
Section R112 Appeals 
 
R112 Appeals.  The owner of a building or structure of any other person aggrieved may appeal to the 
Board of Appeals from a decision of the building official refusing to grant a modification of the provisions 
of this code covering the manner of construction or materials to be used in the erection, alteration or 
repair of a building or structure.  Application for appeal may be made when it is claimed that the true 
intent of this code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the 
provisions of this code do not fully apply, or an equally good or better form of construction can be used.  
Appeals shall be brought within ten (10) days of the building officialôs decision and shall state the 
particular portion of the decision appealed from the reasons for the appellantôs disagreement with the 
building official.  The appeal shall be to the Board of Appeals as constituted in Chapter 37 of the Town of 
Rumford Ordinances and shall be made in compliance with said Chapter 37 and the rules adopted 
thereunder. 



  

 

CHAPTER 25-D 
Fire and Life Safety Code 

 
ADOPTED JUNE 14, 2005 

 
CHAPTER 25-D Section 1, Adoption of the Code 

AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 
 

CHAPTER 25-D, Section 1, Adoption of Code 
AMENDED TWICE ON JUNE 8, 2010 

 
 
 
Section 1. Adoption of the Code 
 
It is hereby adopted and incorporated herein by reference, as if completely and specifically set forth in its 
entirety, for the purpose of prescribing minimum requirements necessary to establish a reasonable level 
of fire and life safety and property protection from the hazards created by fire, explosion  and dangerous 
conditions, the following codes prepared by the National Fire Protection Association: the ñNFPA 1, 
Uniform Fire Code  2009 editionò and the ñLife Safety Code (NFPA 101) 2009 editionò as prepared and 
published by the National Fire Protection Association and the whole thereof as a guideline with revisions 
as approved by the Board of Selectpersons.  Not fewer than three (3) copies of such Codes have been 
and now are now filed in the office of the Town Clerk for public use, examination and inspection. 
 
NFPA 101 Chapter 24, Section 3.5.1 shall not be included in the adoption of this code. 
 
All references in the Uniform Fire Code and Life Safety Code which refer to AHJ (authority having 
jurisdiction) shall mean the Chief of the Fire Department of the Town of Rumford. 
 
Section. 2.  Insertions, Deletions, Additions 
 
DELETION: 
 
Section 1.10 Board of Appeals  (Sections 1.10.1.1 up to and including 1.10.9.3) of the Uniform Fire Code 
shall be deleted and not incorporated. 
 
Section 3. Violations 
 
In addition to any penalties in the Uniform Fire Code and Life Safety Code (Codes), a property owner or 
operator of a business  who violates any sections of the Codes and fails to comply with an order to 
correct within the time period specified by the Town official shall be subject to a fine of $125 per day.  
Nothing in this section or in the Codes shall prohibit referral by the Town Official of violations to the State 
Fire Marshall or other state agency for further investigation or prosecution. 
 
Section 4. Enforcement 
 
The Fire Chief shall be the Town Official principally responsible for the investigation and enforcement of 
the provisions of this ordinance. This ordinance may also be investigated or enforced by any member of a 
fire department designated by the Fire Chief. This ordinance may also be enforced by the Code 
Enforcement Officer or Building Inspector. 
 
 
 



  

Section 5. Appeals 
 
An appeal of a decision of the Town Official may be made to the Board of Appeals by any person 
aggrieved by a decision or interpretation by the Town Official made under the provisions of this 
ordinance.  Appeals must be brought within (10) days of the date of the Town Officialôs decision. The 
appeal shall be in writing and filed in the Town Managerôs office and  shall state the particular portion of 
the decision appealed from and the reasons for the appellantôs disagreement with the Town Official. 
Notification of the date of the hearing shall be sent by the Chairperson of the Board of Appeals to the 
appellant by first class mail with proof of mailing to the address supplied by the appellant to the Town.  
The appeal hearing shall follow the hearing procedures established in Chapter 29 Section 201.  A written 
decision of the Board of Appeals shall be sent to the appellant and to the Town Official and filed with the 
Town Clerk no later than thirty (30) days after the hearing date. 



  

 

CHAPTER 26 
Enforcement and Penalties 

 
AMENDED JUNE 9, 1987 

 
Section 1.  Enforcement.  The Board of Selectpersons is hereby charged with the duty to enforce, 
through the appropriate police and fire department, all Ordinances of the Town. 
 
Section 2.  Prosecutions.  All initial prosecutions for violations shall commence by complaint and civil 
summons in the Rumford District Court (Northern Oxford County District Eleven) and all fines imposed 
thereforee shall be for the use of the Town of Rumford and paid over to the Town Treasurer. 
 
Section 3.  Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation who violates any provisions of these Ordinances for 
which no specific penalty is provided, shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed the sum of $1,000.00 for 
each violation to include any restitution or court costs. 
 
Section 3A.  Fines.  A minimum judgment for a first offense shall be, not less than $35.00; 
  Second offense not less than  $100.00 
  Third offense not less than  $300.00 
  Fourth offense not less than  $500.00 
 
Section 3B.  Restitution.  In addition to any fine imposed restitution may be ordered. 



  

 

CHAPTER 27 
Severability 

 
Section 1.  Intention.  Notwithstanding any other evidence or intent, it is hereby declared to be the 
controlling intent of the voters of the Town of Rumford that if any provision of these Ordinances, or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining 
provisions of these Ordinances, and the application of the provision, held to be invalid, to persons or 
circumstances, other than those adjudicated, shall not be affected.  
 



  

 

CHAPTER 28 
Mobilehome and Trailer Ordinance 

 
CHAPTER 28, Article 11 Mobilehome and Trailer Ordinance, Section 1102 

DELETED JUNE 8, 1982 
 

CHAPTER 28, Article 10 Inspections and Revocations, Section 1001 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 

 
CHAPTER 28, Section 305 Mobilehome and Trailer Ordinance 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

CHAPTER 28 
REPEALED JUNE 14, 2005 



  

 
 

CHAPTER 29 
Subdivision Regulations 

 
 

CHAPTER 29, Section 301 (a)(3)  Subdivision Regulations-Design Standards 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 1986 

 
CHAPTER 29, Section 301 Subdivision Regulations-Streets 

b. (8) Sub-section b. 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 1986 

 
CHAPTER 29, Section 401(e) Subdivision Regulations-Required Improvements 

AMENDED JUNE 10, 1986 
 

CHAPTER 29, Section 201 Subdivision Regulations-Notice of Public(c)(10)(c) Hearing 
AMENDED JUNE 10, 1986 

 
CHAPTER 29, Article 3-A.  Mobile Home Park Standards 

ADOPTED JUNE 8, 2004 
 

CHAPTER 29, Section 101 Definition 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 2005 

 
CHAPTER 29-Article 2, Procedure for Approval of Subdivision Plan-Section 201(B) 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 2005 
 

CHAPTER 29, Article 3-A.  Mobile Home Park Standards 
AMENDED JUNE 14, 2005 

 
CHAPTER 29, Article 3, Design Standards, Section 301(B) (12) (b) (ii) 

AMENDED JUNE 8, 2010 
 

Article 1. Definitions 
 
Section 101. These Regulations shall be known as, and may be cited as, the Rumford Subdivision 
Regulations. Words used herein are defined as follows: 
 
Board - means the Town of Rumford Planning Board. 
 
Engineer - means a person designated by the Selectpersons to act in that capacity. 
 
Subdivision - For the purposes of these Regulations, subdivision shall be as defined in 30-A M.R.S. § 

4401. Lots of forty (40) or more acres shall not be counted as a lot, except when the lot or 
parcel from which it was divided is located entirely or partially within any shoreland area 
as defined in the Town of Rumford Shoreland Zoning Ordinance. 

 
Urban areas - means areas designated as urban compact by the Maine Department of Transportation. 
 
Street - means a way for vehicular traffic including highway, road, avenue, lane, or other designation, but 

excluding driveways serving not more than two (2) contiguous lots. 
 
  (1) ñArterial Streetò - means a street used primarily for fast or heavy traffic. 



  

 
  (2) ñCollector Streetò - means a street that carries traffic from minor streets to the 

major system of arterial streets. 
 
  (3) ñMinor Streetò - means a street used primarily for access to abutting properties. 
 
  (4) ñAlleyò - means a street used primarily for vehicular access to the back or side 

of a property otherwise abutting on a street. 
 
Freshwater Wetland - means fresh water swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas which are: 
 
  (1) Inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and for a 

duration sufficient to support and which under normal circumstances do support 
a prevalence of wetland vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils: 
and 

 
  (2) Not considered part of great pond. river, stream or brook. 
 
  These areas may contain small stream channels or inclusions of land that do not conform 

to the criteria. 
 
River, Stream or Brook means a channel between defined banks. A channel is created by the action of 

surface water and has two (2) or more of the following characteristics. 
 
  (1) It is depicted as a solid or broken blue line on the most recent edition of the U.S. 

Geological Survey 7.5-minute series topography map or if that is not available, a 
15-minute series topography map. 

 
  (2) It contains or is known to contain flowing water continuously for a period of at 

least 3 months of the year in most years. 
 
  (3) The channel bed is primarily composed of material such as sand and gravel, 

parent material or bedrock that has been deposited or scoured by water. 
 
  (4) The channel contains aquatic animals such as fish, aquatic insects or mollusks in 

the water or, if no surface water is present in the stream bed. 
 
  (5) The channel bed contains aquatic vegetation and is essentially devoid of upland 

vegetation. 
 
  River, stream or brook does not mean a ditch or other drainage way constructed and 

maintained solely for the purpose of draining storm water or a grassy swale. 
 
ñManufactured Housingò means: 
 
  (1) ñMobile Homeò which is a structural unit or units designed for occupancy and 

constructed in a manufacturing facility and transported, by the use of its own 
chassis or an independent chassis, to a building site. The term includes any type 
of building that is constructed at a manufacturing facility and transported to a 
building site where it is used for housing and may be purchased or sold by a 
dealer in the interim. For purposes of this section, two types of mobile home 
homes are included. Those two types are: 

 
   (a) Those units constructed after June 15, 1976, commonly called ñnewer 

mobile homes,ò that the manufacturer certifies are constructed in 



  

compliance with the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development standards, meaning structures transportable in one or 
more sections, that in the traveling mode are (14) body feet or more in 
width and are seven 750 or more square feet, and that are built on a 
permanent chassis and designed to be used as dwellings, with or without 
permanent foundations, when connected to the required utilities including 
the plumbing, heating, air conditioning or electrical systems contained in 
the unit; and 

 
   (b) This term also includes any structure that meets all the requirements of 

this subparagraph except the size requirements and with respect to 
which the manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the 
Secretary of the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and complies with the standards established under the 
National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act 
of 1974, United States Code, Title 42, Section 5401, et seq. 

 
  (2) ñModular homesò which are structures that the manufacturer certifies are 

constructed in compliance with Title 10, chapter 951, of the Maine Revised 
Statutes and rules adopted under that chapter, and which are transportable in 
one or more sections, that are not constructed on a permanent chassis and are 
designed to be used as dwellings on foundations when connected to required 
utilities, including the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning or electrical systems 
contained in the unit. 

 
ñMobile home parkò means a parcel of land under unified ownership approved by the Planning Board 

for the placement of 3 or more manufactured homes.  All mobile home parks shall be 
reviewed by the Planning Board pursuant to this ordinance and 30-A M.R.S. § 4358, as 
amended. 

 
ñMobile home park lotò means the area of land on which an individual manufactured home is situated 

within a mobile home park and which is reserved for use by the occupants of that home. 
A mobile home park lot shall be designated on a mobile home park plan. 

 
ñMobile home subdivision or developmentò means a parcel of land approved by the Planning Board 

for the placement of manufactured homes on individually owned lots.  All mobile home 
subdivision or developments shall be reviewed by the Planning Board pursuant to 
subdivision ordinance of the Town. 

 
ñPermanent foundationò for manufactured housing means: 
  
  (1) For ñnewer mobile homes,ò as defined in paragraph A, subparagraph (1) above, 

a foundation that conforms to the installation standards established by the 
Manufactured Housing Board; or 

 
  (2) For ñmodular homes,ò as defined in paragraph A, subparagraph (2), a foundation 

that conforms to the municipal building code or, in the absence of a municipal 
building code, a foundation that conforms to the International Building Code. 

 
ñPitched, shingled roofò for manufactured housing means a roof with a pitch of two or more vertical 

units for every twelve horizontal units of measurement and which is covered with asphalt 
or fiberglass composition shingles or other materials, but specifically excludes corrugated 
metal roofing material. 

 



  

ñAbutterò or ñabutting propertyò means a property owner of record with the Town Assessorsô office 
whose property borders the subject property before the Planning Board. 

 
 
 Article 2. Procedure for Approval of Subdivision Plan 
 
Section 201. Whenever a subdivision is proposed and before the sale of any part thereof, the subdivider 
shall apply to the Board for approval (the Board shall, when receiving subdivision for approval, find that 

the criteria set out in Title 30-A M.R.S. '  4404 and the standards contained herein have been met, in 

accordance with the following procedures. 
 
A. Pre-application - Prior to filing an application for Conditional Approval, the subdivider 

may submit a written description and simple sketch plan describing the proposed 
subdivision. Within thirty (30) days from the date of such submission, the Board shall 
inform the subdivider that plans do or do not generally conform to these Regulations. 
When the Board finds that they do not conform to the Regulations, it shall express the 
reasons therefore. 

 
B. Preliminary Subdivision Plan - Upon the subdivider determining his general program, 

the subdivider shall prepare a Preliminary Subdivision Plan, with accompanying data, and 
submit a written application to the Board and an application fee established by the 
Selectpersons in the Schedule of License, Permit and Application Fees.  In addition, the 
subdivider shall pay an additional fee established by the Selectpersons in the Schedule 
of License, Permit and Application Fees for each abutting property owner to the proposed 
subdivision who must be notified by the Town. Upon receipt by the Board of the 
Preliminary Subdivision Plan and the application fees, the Board shall provide a dated 
receipt to the subdivider and notify by mail all abutting property owners of the proposed 
subdivision. The preliminary data shall contain three prints with a scales of not less than 
100 feet to the inch or other scale as mutually agreed upon. 

 
The size shall be 24" x 36" maximum and shall contain the following information and 
conditions. 

 
(1) Name and title of subdivision. 

 
(2) Graphic map scale, date, and magnetic north point. 

 
(3) Boundaries of tract based on an actual field survey made and certified by a 

Professional Land Surveyor accompanied by a copy of the deed from which the 
survey was based. 

 
(4) Name of owner(s) and engineer(s) or surveyor(s). 

 
(5) Names and addresses of abutting owners. 

 
(6) Name, location, width, profile, and cross-section of all existing and proposed 

streets. 
 

(7) Kind, location, profile and cross-section of all existing and proposed drainage. 
 

(8) Location of features, natural and man-made, affecting the subdivision, including 
water bodies, rivers, streams, brooks, wetlands, wooded areas, significant wildlife 
habitats, location and elevation of any 100-vear floodplains, location of known or 
potential archaeological or historic resources, location of documented rare or 
endangered species, location of direct watersheds of Great Ponds, location of 



  

scenic sites or views as identified in the Town of Rumford Comprehensive Plan, 
railroads, ditches, building, etc. 

 
  (9) Location of utilities - water, electrical lines, etc. 

 
(10) Sanitation existing and proposed location, size, profile, and cross-section of 

sanitary sewers; or description plan, location or other means of sewage disposal 
with evidence of soil suitability (soils analysis). 

 
(11) Lines and dimensions of lots. 

 
(12) Topographic map if ground slope is more than 5 or less than 1. 

 
(13) Soil erosion and sediment control plan. 

 
(14) The cost of the proposed subdivision and a statement of the applicants technical 

and financial capacity to carry out the project as proposed. 
 

(15) Other studies to be made when required. In addition to the Preliminary Plan, the 
Board may cause to be undertaken by the subdivider or by the town engineer or 
others, any studies it deems necessary to desirable to protect and assure the 
health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Town of Rumford, including the 
future occupants of such subdivision whether residential, commercial or 
industrial. 

 
C. Within thirty (30) days of the Board issuing a dated receipt of a Preliminary Plan 

application, the Board shall notify the applicant in writing whether or not the application is 
complete, and what if any, additional submissions are required for a complete application 
and determine whether to hold a public hearing on the Preliminary Plan. 

 
D. If the Board decides to hold a public hearing, it shall hold the hearing within thirty (30) 

days of receipt of a complete application, and shall publish notice of the date, time, and 
place of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality at least two 
times, the date of the first publication to be at least seven (7) days prior to the hearing. 
Notice of the public hearing shall be mailed to the applicant by registered or certified mail. 

E. The Board shall, within thirty days of a public hearing, or within sixty days of receipt  of a 
complete application, if no hearing is held. or within another time limit as may be 
otherwise mutually agreed to by the Board and the subdivider, make findings of fact on 
the application, and approve, approve with conditions, or deny the Preliminary Plan.  The 
Board shall specify in writing its findings of facts and reasons for any conditions or denial.   

 
Approval, if granted, shall not constitute approval of the Final Subdivision Plan but a 
conditional approval of the Preliminary Subdivision Plan only. This may serve as a guide 
in the preparation of the final Subdivision Plan, which must be submitted in accordance 
with these Regulations and the conditions, of Preliminary Plan approval. 

 
F. Final Subdivision Plan - The Final Subdivision Plan and data shall be submitted with 

application within six (6) months after approval of the Preliminary Subdivision Plan; 
otherwise, such approval shall become null and void. 

 
The Final Subdivision Plan shall conform substantially to the Preliminary Subdivision Plan 
as approved.  The final plan submitted by the subdivider shall consist of 3 prints and two 
reproducible, stable based transparent originals embossed with the seal of the 
professional who prepared the plan. The Final Subdivision Plan shall contain the 
following information and be subject to the following conditions: 



  

 
(1) All information required for a preliminary plan. 

 
(2) Existing and final proposed lines of streets, ways, lots, easements, and public or 

common areas within the subdivision. 
 

(3) Sufficient data to determine the location, direction and length of every street and 
way line, lot line and boundary line, and to establish these lines on the ground. 

 
(4) Profiles of the center lines of proposed streets, on sheets separate from the plan 

diagram, at a horizontal scale of 1 inch equals 50 feet - and a vertical scale of 1 
inch equals 5 feet, with all elevations referred to U. S.G. S. datum; or other 
datum approved by the Board. 

 
(5) Location of all permanent monuments properly identified to whether existing or 

proposed. 
(6) Suitable space to record, on the plan, final approval by the Planning Board, with 

conditions, if any, and also the date of such approval as follows: 
 

Certificate of Approval: The Planning Board of the Town of Rumford, 
Maine, hereby approves this plan in accordance with the provisions of 
the Rumford Subdivision Regulations and the Statutes of Maine. 
 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Members of the Planning Board of the 
Town of Rumford, Maine 

 
 

(7) Accompanying Data. The Final Plan shall be accompanied by a statement from 
the Rumford Water District Superintendent of conditions on which the district will 
supply water, and approving the size and locations of mains, valves and hydrants 
proposed; and a statement from the Fire Chief approving the number, size and 
location of hydrants proposed. 

 
(8) Within thirty (30) days of the Board issuing a dated receipt of a Final Plan 

application, the Board shall notify the applicant in writing whether or not the 
application is complete, and what if any, additional submissions are required for a 
complete application and determine whether to hold a public hearing on the Final 
Plan application. 

 
(9) If the Board decides to hold a public hearing, it shall hold the hearing within thirty 

(30) days of receipt of a complete application, and shall publish notice of the 
date, time, and place of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
municipality at least two times, the date of the first publication to be at least 
seven (7) days prior to the hearing. Notice of the public hearing shall be mailed to 
the applicant by registered or certified mail. 

(10) The Board shall, within thirty days of a public hearing, or within sixty days of 
receipt of a complete application, if no hearing is held. or within another time limit 



  

as may be otherwise mutually agreed to by the Board and the subdivider, make 
findings of fact on the application, and approve, approve with conditions, or deny 
the Final Plan. The Board shall specify in writing its findings of facts and reasons 
for any conditions or denial. 

 
(11) Performance Guarantee.  As a condition to final approval of any subdivision, a 

performance guarantee shall be submitted with the Final Plan. 
 

(a) Certified Check or Surety Bond. The subdivider shall tender either a 
certified check payable to the Treasurer of the Town of Rumford or a 
faithful performance bond running to the Town of Rumford and issued by 
a surety company acceptable to the Board, in an amount of money to be 
determined by the Board with the advice of the various town departments 
and agencies concerned. 

 
The check or bond shall be equal to the total of the costs of furnishing, 
installing, connecting and completing all of the street grading, paving, 
storm drainage and utilities specified in the final plan, conditioned on the 
completion of all such grading, paving, storm drainage, water main, fire 
hydrant, sewer and street installations within one year from the date of 
such check or bond. Extensions of date of completion may be made by 
the Board, but in no instance shall said extension be for a period 
exceeding three (3) years. 

 
(b) Release of Check or Bond. Before voting to release such check or 

bond, the municipal officers shall determine to its satisfaction in part by a 
written certification signed by the Town Clerk and by the Board 
Chairperson that there have been submitted to them by the subdivider or 
his agent written statements signed by: 

 
1. The Town Engineer, stating that the streets and storm drainage 

have been constructed and completed in conformance with the 
Final Plan; that the sewage or means of waste disposal have 
been constructed and are in place in conformance with the Final 
Plan. 

2. The Water District Superintendent stating that the water mains 
and hydrants have been installed and are in place in 
conformance with the Final Plan. 

 
3. A Professional Land Surveyor, paid for by the subdivider, that all 

permanent bounds or monuments on street lines (and on lot 
lines, if any) have been installed and are accurately in place in 
the locations designated on the Final Plan. 

 
(12) Conditional Agreement. The subdivider may substitute for the performance 

check or bond a properly executed conditional agreement with the Town of 
Rumford.  Such agreement shall be endorsed in writing on the Final Plan, and 
shall provide that the Board may approve the Final Plan or any part thereof on 
condition that no lot in such subdivision may be sold and that no permit shall be 
issued by the Building Inspector for any building on any lot on any street in such 
subdivision until: 

 
(a) It shall have been certified to the Town Clerk and the Planning Board in 

the manner set forth in 11(b) above, that all of the street and utility 
improvements required have been installed and completed at the 



  

expense of the subdivider in accordance with all applicable provisions of 
the Final Plan; 

 
(b) A certificate of compliance covering the lots and streets or portions of 

streets involved, has been signed by the Town Engineer and the Board 
Chairperson, and a copy of such certificate has been recorded with the 
Oxford County Registry of Deeds. 

 
(13) A sum equal to 1% of the cost of required improvements as determined by the 

Board shall be deposited by the subdivider with the Town Clerk to cover costs 
incurred by the Town for engineering inspection and legal expenses. The 
minimum shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

 
(14) Improvements shall be guaranteed against failures for a period of one (1) year 

from the date of completion, the form of guarantee to be subject to approval by 
the Board. 

 
(15) The subdivider shall offer the dedication of all streets, parks, or other public open 

spaces, by deeding, as the improvements are completed as determined by the 
Board. Approval of the Final Subdivision Plan by the Board, however, shall not 
constitute an acceptance by the town of such dedication until said deeds have 
been accepted by the town meeting as streets and ways are accepted. 

 
(16) No transfer or sale shall be made of any land in a proposed subdivision until the 

Final Subdivision Plan has been approved by the Board, the approval noted on 
four (4) copies of such plan and the plan filed in the office of the Town Clerk. Two 
(2) copies of the approved plan shall be returned to the subdivider and the others 
retained by the Board. Unless the subdivider records the approved Final 
Subdivision Plan in the Oxford County Registry of Deeds within ninety (90) days 
after the date of approval, such approval shall expire. (Chapter 90-A Section 61, 
V, A.) 

 
G. Public Hearings - The Planning Board may hold a public hearing regarding any 

subdivision proposal if, in its judgment, the specific circumstances require such 
action. 

 
(1) Public Hearing Procedures 

 
(a) Presiding Officer 

 
1) The presiding officer at any hearing shall be either (a) a 

member of the Board selected by those members 
present at the hearing, or (b) a qualified employee or 
representative of the Board, as designated by the Board. 

 
2) The presiding officer shall have the authority to: 

a) Rule upon issues of evidence, 
b) Regulate the course of the hearing, 
c) Rule upon issues of procedure, 
d) Certify questions to the Board for its 

determination, 
e) Take such action as may be ordered by the 

Board or that is necessary for the efficient and 
orderly conduct of the hearing, consistent with 
these Regulations and applicable statutes. 



  

 
3) In special cases, where good cause appears, the 

presiding officer may permit deviation from these 
procedural rules insofar as compliance therewith is 
found to be impractical or unnecessary. 

 
(b) General Conduct 

 
1) Opening Statement. The presiding officer shall open 

the hearing by describing in general terms the purpose 
of the hearing and the general procedure governing its 
conduct. 

 
2) Transcription of Testimony. All testimony at hearings 

before the Board shall be recorded and, as necessary, 
transcribed. 

 
3) Witnesses. Witnesses shall be sworn. Witnesses will be 

required to state for the record their names, residence 
and who they represent, if anyone, for the purpose of the 
hearing. 

 
4) Testimony in Written Form. Any time, prior to or during 

the course of the hearing, the presiding officer may 
require that all or part of the testimony to be offered as 
such a hearing be submitted in written form at such time 
and in such form as may be specified. All persons 
offering testimony in written form shall be subject to 
questioning. This subsection (b-4) shall not be construed 
to prevent oral testimony at a scheduled hearing by any 
member of the public who requests and is granted time 
to testify at a hearing. 

 
(3) Continuance. All hearings conducted pursuant to these Regulations may be 

continued for reasonable cause and reconvened from time to time and from 
place to place by the Board or the presiding officer as circumstances require. All 
orders for continuance shall specify the time and place at which such hearing 
shall be reconvened. The Board or the presiding officer shall notify interested 
persons and the public in such a manner as is appropriate to insure that 
reasonable notice will be given of the time and place of such reconvened 
hearing. 

 
(4) Regulation of Certain Devices. The placement and use of television cameras, 

still cameras, motion picture cameras or microphones at Board hearings, may be 
regulated by the Board or the presiding officer. 

 
(5) General Evidence. 

 
(a) Evidence which is relevant and material to the subject matter of the 

hearing and is of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent 
persons in the conduct of their affairs shall be admissible. Evidence 
which is irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious shall be excluded. 
The Board's experience, technical competence and specialized 
knowledge may be utilized in the evaluation of all evidence submitted to 
the Board. 



  

 
(b) Official Notice - The Board may, at any time, take official notice or 

relevant laws, official regulations and transcripts of other hearings, 
judicially recognizable facts, generally recognized facts of common 
knowledge to the general public and physical, technical or scientific facts 
within its specialized knowledge. The Board shall include in its final 
decision those facts of which it took official notice, unless those facts are 
included in the transcript of the record. 

 
(c) Documentary and Real Evidence 

 
1. All documents, materials and object offered in evidence as 

exhibits shall, if accepted be numbered or otherwise identified. 
Documentary evidence may be received in the form of copies or 
excerpts if the original is not readily available. The presiding 
officer may require, after prior oral or written reasonable notice, 
that any person offering any documentary or photographic 
evidence shall provide the Board with a specified number of 
copies of such documents or photographs, unless such 
documents or photographs are determined to be of such form, 
size or character as not to be reasonable susceptible of 
reproduction. 

 
2. All written testimony and documents, materials and objects 

admitted into evidence shall be made available during the course 
of the hearing for public examination. 

 
(d) Record of Application. In any proceeding involving an application, the 

application filed with the Board including exhibits and amendments 
thereto, shall be placed into evidence. 

 
(e) Objections. All objections to rulings of the presiding officer regarding 

evidence or procedure and the grounds thereforee shall be timely stated 
during the course of the hearing. If during the course of or after the close 
of the hearing and during its deliberations the Board determines that the 
ruling of the presiding officer was in error, it may reopen the hearing or 
take such action as it deems appropriate to correct such error. 

 
(6) Offer of Proof.  An offer of proof may be made in connection with an objection to 

a ruling of the presiding officer excluding or rejecting any testimony or question 
on cross-examination. Such offer of proof shall consist of a statement of the 
substance of the preferred evidence or that which is expected to be shown by the 
answer of the witness. 

 
(7) Public Participation.  Any person may participate in a hearing by making oral or 

written statements of such person=s position on the issues, and submit written or 

oral questions through the presiding officer, within such limits and on such terms 
and conditions as may be fixed by the Board or presiding officer. 

 
(8) Testimony and Questions. 

 
(a) Direct Testimony.  Direct testimony shall be offered in the following 

order: 
 



  

i. The applicant and representative and witnesses the applicant 
selects, 

 
ii. Board staff members and consultants, 

 
iii. State, municipal and other governmental agencies and 

representatives thereof, 
 

iv. Other interested persons. 
(b) Questions.  At the conclusion of the testimony of each witness 

questioning of witnesses shall be in the following order: 
 

i. Board members, counsel, staff and consultants may be 
permitted by the presiding officer to ask questions at any time. 

 
ii. The applicant, 

 
iii. Federal, state and other governmental agency representatives,  

 
iv. All other persons may have the opportunity to question such 

witness by oral or written questions through the presiding officer. 
 

(c) The presiding officer may require that all examination, either written or 
oral, be conducted at the conclusion of the testimony of each category of 
witnesses rather than at the conclusion of the testimony of each 
individual witness. 

 
(d) Varying Order of Appearance. When circumstances warrant the 

presiding officer may vary the order in which witnesses appear and the 
order in which testimony is given or witnesses are questioned. 

 
(9) Conclusion of Hearing. At the conclusion of the hearing, no other evidence or 

testimony will be allowed into the record, except as specified by the presiding 
officer. 

 
(10) Reopening the Record. At any time prior to a final decision, the Board may 

reopen the record for further proceedings consistent with regulations provided, 
however, that the Board shall give notice of such further proceeding, in writing, to 
the applicant at least 10 days prior to such proceedings, and further provided that 
the Board shall notify other interested persons and the public in such manner as 
is appropriate. 

 
(11) Record. The record of the hearing shall consist of the application, the transcript 

of the hearing, all exhibits, and proposed findings of fact and conclusions of the 
presiding officer, if any. 

 
(12) Petitions to correct Mis-statements of Fact. The Board may also receive 

written petitions to correct mis-statements of fact in draft orders. 
 

(13) Representatives. The first document filed by any person in a proceeding shall 
designate the name and address of a person on whom service shall be made 
and to whom all correspondence from the Board and staff shall be sent. 

 



  

(14) Rulings. The Chairperson or presiding officer may be over-ruled by a majority 
vote of the Board members present or on any decision or ruling relating to a 
hearing. 

 
(15) Computation of Time. All computations of time under these Rules shall be in 

the same manner as provided by Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 6 (a), (b) 
and (e). 

 
H. Appeals.  An applicant or an abutting property owner may file an appeal of the decision of the 

Planning  Board to the Board of Appeals in writing by sending it to the Town Manager=s Office 

within ten (10) days of the date of the Planning Boardôs written decision.  The Town Manager 
shall notify the Board of Appeals Chairperson upon receipt of the appeal.  The Chairperson of the 
Board of Appeals or his or her agent will establish a hearing date for the matter and send out a 
written notice of the date of the hearing to the appellant no later than ten (10) days from the date 
the request for appeal was received.  Notice of the hearing shall be in the same manner as 
described below in section 3015-A(C)(2).  The Board of Appeals shall use the same procedure for 
administration of the hearing as is established in 201(E) above.  A written decision of the Board of 
Appeals shall be sent to the appellant and filed with the Town Clerk no later than thirty (30) days 
after the hearing date. 

 
  

Article 3. Design Standards 
 
Section 301.  All required improvements in a subdivision shall be constructed in accordance with the 
design standards outlined below and in the appropriate schedule established by the Board. 
 

A. General - General requirements shall consist of the following. 
 

1. Land to be subdivided shall be of such character that it can be used for building 
purposes without danger to health or public safety. 

 
2. Minimum Lot Size to be 10,000 sq. feet with 100 feet of frontage on the street for 

lots within municipal sewage; and in rural areas without municipal sewage 40,000 
sq. feet with 150 feet on frontage on the street. The use of lots within the 
subdivision shall conform to the requirements of all applicable health and town 
regulations. 

 
3. Where a proposed park, school or other public use shown in the Comprehensive 

Plan is located in whole or in part in a subdivision, the Board may require the 
dedication or reservation of such area when the Board deems such requirements 
to be proper and reasonable. 

 
B. Streets - The arrangement, type and location of streets shall conform to the 

Comprehensive Plan or Official Map and shall be considered in relation to existing and 
planned streets, topography, public convenience and safety, and the uses of the land to 
be served by such streets. Streets shall be of such width as to provide an adequate 
system for present and future traffic needs with the minimum right of way being fifty (50) 
feet. 

 
1. Where not shown in the Comprehensive Plan or Official Map, the arrangement of 

streets in a subdivision shall either: 
 

(a) Provide for the continuation of existing street or 
 



  

(b) Conform to a plan approved by the Board to meet a particular situation 
where topographical or other conditions make continuance of existing 
street impracticable. 

 
2. Minor streets shall be so laid out that their use by through traffic will be 

discouraged. 
 

3. The street giving access to the subdivision and neighboring streets which can be 
expected to carry traffic to and from the subdivision shall have traffic carrying 
capacity and be of such physical condition to accommodate the amount and 
types of traffic generated by the proposed subdivision. 

 
4. Where the subdivision lots will be accessed by off-site public streets, the use of 

common driveways shall be used where appropriate to minimize the number of 
entrances to public streets. 

 
5. Where a subdivision will be accessed from Route 2 it shall be limited to two 

points of access through the use of common access or shared driveways. 
 

6. Where a lot has frontage on two or more streets, the access to the lot shall, 
where practical, be provided to the lot across the frontage and from the street 
where there is lesser potential for traffic congestion and hazards to traffic and 
pedestrians. 

 
7. Where a subdivision abuts or contains a railroad right-of-way or arterial street, 

the Board may require marginal access streets or such other treatment 
necessary for adequate protection of residential properties and to afford 
separation of through and local traffic. 

8. Reserve strips controlling access to streets shall be prohibited except where their 
controls are in accordance with conditions approved by the Board. 

 
9. Dead-end streets shall be avoided. Where unavoidable and designed to be dead-

end streets permanently, their length shall be as approved by the Board and shall 
terminate in a turn-around with a diameter of at least sixty-five (65) feet. 

 
10. Where any Plan includes a dead-end street, not designed to be so permanently, 

the subdivider shall make such temporary provisions for turn-around as the 
Board deems necessary. 

 
11. Street names shall not duplicate the names of existing streets and shall be 

subject to approval by the Board. 
 

12. Streets shall conform to the following minimum design and construction: 
 

(a) Width of right-of-ways. 
 

i. Collector Streets - 60 feet. 
 

ii. Local Residential Street - 50-60 feet. 
 
 

(b) Width of pavements. 
 

i. Collector Streets - Two 10 foot traffic lanes, and one 8  foot 
parking lanes or paved shoulder. 



  

 
ii. Local Street - Two 10-foot traffic lanes, and one 8 foot parking 

lane or paved shoulder. 
 

(c) Angle of street at intersection shall not be less than 60 degrees. 
 

(d) Street grades shall be minimum of 1.0 percent. 
 

(e) Property lines at intersections shall be rounded with a minimum radius of 
20 feet. 

 
(f) All streets shall be crowned in accordance with good engineering 

practices, and be provided with adequate drainage. Type of base course 
and wearing surface shall be approved by the Superintendent of Public 
Works with a minimum of 24" gravel for street base. 

 
(g) All shall be developed to the full width of the right-of-way. 

 
(h) Sidewalks may be required at the discretion of the Board and shall be at 

least 4 feet minimum width. 
 

(i) The standard specifications, Highway and Bridges, as used by the Maine 
Department of Transportation shall be the Standard Specifications to 
govern the building of streets in the aforementioned subdivisions. 

 
13. Alleys shall be provided in commercial and industrial districts, except where 

provisions are made for other approved access, adequate for the uses proposed. 
 

C. Easements - Easements preferably centered on lot lines, shall be provided for utilities 
where necessary. Where a subdivision contains a stream or drainage way, a storm water 
or drainage easement shall be provided conforming substantially to the lines of such 
water course, and of adequate width with a minimum drainage easement of twenty (20) 
feet. Proper provisions shall be made for protective flood control measures. 

 
D. Open Space Subdivisions - It is the policy of the Town of Rumford to encourage the 

development of open space subdivisions in order to preserve a sense of space, provide 
for, agriculture, forestry, and recreational land uses, preserve other resources identified in 
the Town of Rumford Comprehensive Plan, and blend new development with the 
traditional open and wooded, agricultural and village landscapes of Rumford. 

 
This standard is intended to implement that policy by providing incentives that afford 
flexibility in street and lot layout and design and street frontage requirements to the 
subdivider. It also allows the Board to waive or reduce certain otherwise applicable 
standards and provisions of these Regulations if such subdividers commit to the 
permanent preservation of important open space resources. These incentives are 
designed to encourage greater flexibility and more innovative approaches to housing 
development and environmental design that will promote the most appropriate use of 
land, preservation of permanent open space, or agricultural land, forest land, important 
natural features, wildlife habitat, water resources, ecological systems, and historic and 
scenic areas for the benefit of present and future residents. 

 
1. An open space subdivision achieves the purposes of this performance standard 

by reducing the lot size, frontage and setback requirements. It locates housing 
and accompanying uses in those areas where they have the smallest impact on 
identified environmental, wildlife, agricultural, forest and other open space 



  

resources. These resources are then permanently preserved by covenants and 
restrictions or conservation easements. 

 
2. An applicant may apply for approval of an open space subdivision either after 

sketch plan review of a conventional subdivision or by initially filing an application 
for an open space subdivision. In either case, the Board shall review the 

application in accordance with Title 30-A M.R.S. '  4404 and these Regulations. 

 
3. Pre-application Procedure 

 
Any applicant for a subdivision with open space is encouraged, but not required, 
to submit at the pre-application stage a complete build out plan for the entire 
parcel. 

 
4. Application Procedure 

 
Required Plans: The submissions for a subdivision with open space shall 
include all plans and materials required for a conventional subdivision under 
these Regulations. 

 
5. General Requirements 

 
In Board review and approval of a subdivision with open space, the following 
requirements shall apply and shall supersede any inconsistent or more restrictive 
provisions of these Regulations and other Town of Rumford Ordinances. 

 
(a) Allowable Density 

 
(1) Allowable density shall be based upon one of the following 

methods as determined by the applicant: 
 

i. Net Residential Density Method which is calculated in 
the following manner: Determine the net residential 
acreage of the parcel by taking the total area of the 
parcel and subtracting in order the following: 

 
1. area in proposed rights-of-way; 
2. area of two (2) or more contiguous acres with 

sustained slopes of twenty (20) percent and 
greater; 

3. area of wetlands identified as Class I, II and III 
under the Natural Resource Protection Act; 

4. area shown to be in floodway as designed in the 
Flood Boundary and Floodway Map prepared by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency; 
and 

5. area of the lot covered by surface waters. 
 

Then divide the buildable area by the minimum lot size 
required. 

 
ii. Simplified Method, which is calculated in the following 

manner: Determine the number of allowable dwelling 
units by taking sixty-five (65) percent of the total lot area 
divided by the minimum lot size requirement. 



  

 
(2) The Board may grant a density bonus of one (1) lot or dwelling 

unit of each ten (10) lots or dwelling units when it make a written 
finding that the open space subdivision satisfies the policies of 
the comprehensive plan, achieves the applicable purposes 
contained in Section 3.d.4.a-d. 

 
6. Layout and Siting Standards 

 
In planning the location and siting of residential structures in a subdivision with 
open space, priority should be given to the preservation of the open space for its 
natural resource value. Human habitation activity should be located and sited on 
the least valuable natural resource portion of a parcel, taking into account the 
contours of the land and the steepness of slopes. 

 
The building lots on a parcel shall be laid out and the residential structures shall 
be sited according to the following principles. The Board in its discretion shall 
resolve conflicts between these principles as applied to a particular site. 

 
(a) Upon soils least suitable for agricultural use and in a manner that 

maximizes the useable area remaining for the designated open space 
use.  Where agricultural, forestry, or recreational, whether existing or 
future uses, are particularly targeted for preservation; 

 
(b) Within woodlands, or along the far edges of open agricultural fields 

adjacent to any woodland in order to reduce encroachment upon 
agricultural soils and to enable new residential development to be 
visually absorbed by natural landscape features; 

 
(c) In such manner that the boundaries between residential lots and active 

agricultural use, commercial forest land, and/or wildlife habitat are well-
buffered by vegetation, topography, streets or other barriers in order to 
minimize potential conflict between residential and agricultural and 
forestry uses: 

 
(d) In locations where buildings may be oriented with respect to scenic 

vistas, natural landscape features, topography and natural drainage 
areas, in accordance with an overall plan for site development; 

 
7. Space Standards 

 
(a) Shore frontage and shore setback requirements shall not be reduced 

below the minimum shore frontage or shore setback required. 
 

(b) The required minimum land area per dwelling unit for the building 
envelope may be reduced to twenty thousand (20,000) square feet. The 
building envelope shall contain a minimum of twenty thousand (20,000) 
square feet of land area that does not include 100 year floodplains, areas 
of two (2) or more acres of sustained slopes greater than twenty (20) 
percent or wetlands as defined by the Natural Resource Protection Act. If 
the lot area is reduced, the total open space in the development shall 
equal or exceed the sum of the areas by which the building lots are 
reduced below the minimum lot area required by these Regulations. 

 



  

(c) Minimum street frontage requirements contained Section 301(a)(2) may 
be waived or modified by the Board provided that: 

 
1. Any applicable provisions regarding streets in Subsection 6 

below are satisfied: and 
 

2. Adequate access and turn-around to and from all parcels by 
emergency vehicles can be ensured by private streets and/or 
common driveways. 

 
(d) A reduction of required setback distances may be allowed at the 

discretion of the Board, based upon the public benefits to be achieved 
from the design, provided that the front and rear setbacks shall be no 
less than twenty-five (25) feet. 

 
(e) No individual lot or dwelling unit shall have direct vehicular access onto a 

public street existing at the time of development. 
 

8. Streets 
 

The Board shall require private streets to comply with the design standards set 
forth in Section 301(b) except as provided in Subsection (a) below. 

 
(a) Travel ways and shoulders of privately-owned streets within open space 

subdivisions shall meet the following minimums: 
 

1) Streets serving three (3) to ten (10) units: Sixteen (16) foot travel 
way and four (4) foot shoulders. 

 
2) Streets serving eleven (11) to fifty (50) units: Twenty (20) foot 

travel way and four (4) foot shoulders. 
 

9. Open Space Requirements 
 

In Board review and approval of a subdivision with open space, the following 
requirements shall apply and shall supersede any inconsistent or more restrictive 
provision of this Chapter and Ordinance. 

 
(a) Open Space Uses. On all parcels, open space uses shall be appropriate 

to the site. Open space should include natural features located on the 
parcel(s) such as, but not limited to agricultural land, forested acreage, 
wildlife habitat and historic features and sites. Open space shall be 
preserved and maintained subject to the following, as applicable: 

 
1) On parcels that contain significant portions of land suited to 

agriculture or commercial forestry, open space shall be 
preserved for agricultural or forestry, other compatible open 
space uses such as wildlife habitat recreation (active or passive), 
and resource conservation. 

 
2) When the principal purpose of preserving portions of the open 

space is the protection of natural resources such as wetlands, 
steep slopes, wildlife habitats, and stream corridors, open space 
uses in those portions may be limited to those which are no more 
intensive than passive recreation. 



  

 
(b) Notations on Plan. Open space, common lands, streets or facilities 

must be clearly labeled on the final plan as to its use or uses with respect 
to the portions of the open space that such use or uses apply, 
ownership, management, method of preservation, and the rights, if any, 
of the owners in the subdivision to such land or portions thereof. The 
plan shall clearly show that the open space land is permanently reserved 
for open space purposes, and shall contain a notation indicating the book 
and page of any conservation easements or deed restrictions required to 
be recorded to implement such reservations. 

 
(c) Ownership of Open Space Land. Open space land may be held in 

private ownership; or owned in common by a Homeowners= Association; 

transferred to a non-profit organization such as a conservation trust or 
association, acceptable to the Board; or held in such other form of 
ownership as the Board finds adequate to achieve the purposes set forth 
in section. 

 
The Board shall, in its review, require as a condition of approval 
provisions for the ongoing maintenance and associated costs for such 
maintenance of the open space. 

 
10. Homeowners Associations or Agreements. 

 
Where any portion of a subdivision is proposed or required to be held in common 
by owners of lots or owned in common by a Homeowners' Association or similar 
entity, covenants for mandatory membership in the association setting forth the 
owners' rights, interest privileges, responsibilities for maintenance, and 
obligations in the association and the common land. street or open space shall 
be approved by the Board and included in the deed for each lot. 

 
E. Surface Drainage 

 
1. Where a subdivision is traversed by a stream, river, or surface water drainage 

way, or where the Board has determined that surface water runoff to be created 
by the subdivision should be controlled, there shall be provided easements or 
drainage rights-of-way with swales, culverts, catch basins or other means of 
channeling surface water within the subdivision and over other properties. This 
stormwater management system shall be designed by a qualified professional 
knowledgeable in surface drainage. 

 
2. The applicant shall provide a statement from the designing professional that the 

proposed subdivision will not create erosion, drainage or runoff problems either 
in the subdivision or with respect to adjoining properties. Where the peak runoff 
from the subdivision onto abutting properties is increased either in volume or 
duration, easements allowing such additional discharge shall be obtained from 
abutting property owners. 

 
F. Erosion and Sediment Control 

 
The Board shall require the applicant to take measures as contained in the Maine 
Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook for Construction Best Management Practices to 
correct and prevent soil erosion in the proposed subdivision. 

 
G. Phosphorous Export 



  

 
Subdivisions proposed within the direct watershed of Davis Pond. Joes Pond or the Mt. 
Zircon Reservoir shall be designed to limit phosphorus runoff. 

 
l. Phosphorus export from a proposed subdivision shall be calculated according to 

the procedures defined in APhosphorus Control in Lake Watersheds: A Technical 

Guide for Evaluating New Development@ (Maine DEP et al., September 1989 

with revision in 1992 and as may be amended). Copies of all worksheets and 
calculations shall be shall be submitted to the Board. 

 
2. Phosphorus control measures shall meet the design criteria contained in 

APhosphorus Control in Lake Watersheds: A Technical Guide for Reviewing 

Development@ (Maine DEP et al., September 1989 with revisions in 1992 or as 

may be amended). The Board shall require the reasonable use of vegetative 
buffers, limits on clearing, and minimizing street lengths, and shall encourage the 
use of other nonstructural measures prior to allowing the use of high-
maintenance structural measures such as infiltration systems and wet ponds. 

 
H. Construction in Flood Hazard Areas 

 
When any part of a subdivision is in a special flood hazard area as identified by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the plan shall indicate that all principal 
structures on lots in the subdivision shall be constructed with their lowest floor, including 
the basement, at least one (1) foot above the 100-year flood elevation. Such a restriction 
shall be included in the deed to any lot which is included or partially included in the flood 
hazard area. 

 
I. Ground Water Quality 

 
1. When a hydrogeologic assessment is submitted, by request of the Board, the 

assessment shall contain at least the following information: 
 

(a) A map showing the basic soils types. 
 

(b) The depth to the water table at representative points throughout the 
subdivision. 

 
(c) Drainage conditions throughout the subdivision. 

 
(d) Data on the existing ground water quality, either from test wells in the 

subdivision or from existing wells on neighboring properties. 
 

(e) An analysis and evaluation of the effect of the subdivision on ground 
water resources.  In the case of residential developments, the evaluation 
shall, at a minimum, include a projection of post development nitrate-
nitrogen concentrations at any wells within the subdivision, or at the 
subdivision boundaries; or at a distance of one thousand (1,000) feet 
from potential contamination sources, whichever is a shorter distance. 

 
(f) A map showing the location of any subsurface wastewater disposal 

systems and drinking water wells within the subdivision and within one 
hundred (100) feet of the subdivision boundaries. 

 



  

2. The subdivision will not result in the existing ground water quality becoming 
inferior to the physical, biological, chemical, and radiological levels for raw and 
untreated drinking water supply sources specified in the Maine State Drinking 
Water Regulations, pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 601. 

 
3. Subsurface waste water disposal systems and drinking water wells shall be 

constructed as shown on the map submitted with the assessment. If construction 
standards for drinking water wells or other measures to reduce ground water 
contamination and protect drinking water supplies are recommended in the 
assessment, those standards shall be included as a note on the final plan, and 
as restrictions in the deeds to the affected lots. 

 
J. Protection of Significant Wildlife Habitat. 

 
Applicants proposing to subdivide land in or within seventy-five (75) feet of wildlife 
resources identified by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall 
consult with a recognized wildlife or fisheries consultant or the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and provide their written comments to the Board. Any 
conditions to the approval to wildlife habitat preservation shall appear on the plan and as 
deed restrictions to the effected lots. 

 
K. Endangered and Threatened Species. 

 
The Board shall consider a proposed subdivisions impact on state documented 
endangered species. 

 

Article 3-A.  Mobile Home Park Standards 
 

Section 301-A.  These standards shall apply to all development proposals for new mobile home parks 
and to any expansion of existing mobile home parks. 
 
Section 302-A.  Lot Size, Width and Density.  Lots in a mobile home park shall meet the following 
minimum lot size, width and density requirements.  Minimum requirements shall be based on 30-A M.R.S. 
§ 4358, as amended. 
 
 A.   Lots served by public sewer: 
 
   -minimum lot area ð 6,500 square feet 
 
   -minimum lot width ð 50 feet. 
 
 B. Lots served by individual subsurface sewage disposal systems: 
 
   -minimum lot area ð 20,000 square feet 
   -minimum lot width ð 100 feet 
 
 C. Lots served by a central subsurface wastewater disposal system: 
 
   -minimum lot area  ð 12,000 square feet 
   -minimum lot width ð  75 feet 
 
 D. The overall density of a mobile home park served by a central subsurface wastewater 

disposal system approved by the Department of Human Services shall be no greater than 



  

one unit per 20,0000 square feet of total park area.  The overall density shall be 
computed using the combined area of its mobile home lots plus: 

 
  (1) the area required for road rights-of-way; and 
  

(2) the area required for buffer strips, if any; and 
 
  (3) the additional area for open space, storage or recreation applicable to other 

residential developments within the municipality for mobile home parks that are 
served by a public sewer, provided that the area is not greater than 10% of the 
combined area of the individual lots within the mobile home park; and 

 
  (4) the area of any setbacks required by Title 38 of the Maine State Statutes. 
 

E. Where lots front on a curved right-of-way or are served by a driveway, the frontage 
requirement shall be measured in a straight line perpendicular to the setback line.  

 
F. Lots within the shoreland area shall meet the lot area, lot width, setback and shore 

frontage requirements for that district. 
  
Section 303-A.  Lot Setbacks. 
 
 A. The following lot setbacks shall apply to all manufactured housing units: 
 
   front setback  20 feet 
      10 feet (on lots served by public sewer) 
 
   side setback  10 feet 
 
   rear setback  20 feet 
 
   If these requirements conflict with the requirements of lots within the shoreland 

area, the stricter standards shall apply.  If a lot has frontage on a public road, the 
setback shall conform with the residential setback requirements applicable to 
other residential dwelling units in the municipality.  

 
 B. For aesthetic purposes, the Planning Board may allow the front or rear setbacks on a 

private road within a mobile park to be varied provided that no home may be closer that 
10 feet from the right-of-way or the rear of any lot and the average distance is at least 20 
feet for all units. 

 
 C. Carports of non-combustible materials are not subject to side setback requirements. 
 
 D. The Planning Board may allow lot side yard setbacks to be reduced to 5 feet provided a 

distance of 30 feet is maintained between manufactured housing units for the purpose of 
providing more usable yard space on one side of the home. 

 
Section 304-A.  Lot Coverage.  All buildings on the lot, including accessory buildings and structures, but 
excluding open decks and parking spaces, shall not cover more than 50% of the lot area. 
 
Section 305-A.  Buffer Strips.  
 
 A. A 50 foot wide buffer strip shall be provided along all property boundaries that:  
 



  

(1) abut residential land which has a gross density of less than half of that proposed 
in the park, or 

 
  (2) abut residential land that is zoned at a density of less than half of that proposed 

in the park. 
    
  No structures, streets or utilities may be placed in the buffer strip except that they may 

cross a buffer strip to provide services to the park. 
 
 B. Within 25 feet from the exterior boundaries of the mobile home park and within the buffer 

strip, visual screening and/or landscaping shall be provided. The visual screening may 
consist of fences, berms, landscaping (such as shrubs and trees) and/or undisturbed 
natural existing vegetation. This screening shall effectively screen at least 50% of the 
homes from view from the adjacent property and shall be maintained throughout the life 
of the project.  No structures, streets or utilities may be placed in the buffer strip except a 
utility may cross the buffer strip to provide service to the mobile home park. 

 
Section 306-A.  Parking.  For each mobile home lot, there shall be provided and maintained at least two 
off-street parking spaces. 
 
Section 307-A. Road Standards. 
 
 A. Roads in a mobile home park shall meet the standards contained in the Town of Rumford 

Subdivision Ordinance, Article 3 (Design Standards) Sec.301(b) and the provisions of this 
section. Where the standards  are in conflict, the stricter standard shall apply, unless it is 
in conflict with 30-A M.R.S. § 4358. 

 
  (1) Private Roads.  Privately-owned roads within the mobile home park shall be 

designed by a professional engineer who is registered in the State of Maine, and 
shall be built according to accepted engineering standards, and shall comply with 
current standards adopted by the Maine Manufactured Housing Board. Mobile 
Home park roads shall have a right of way of  at least 23' of which 20' must be 
paved.  On-street parking shall be prohibited. 

 
  (2) Roads for Public Acceptance.  Roads within mobile home parks which are to 

be offered for acceptance by the Town of Rumford shall meet the minimum road 
acceptance standards for public roads as required by the Town. 

 
(3) Intersection with Public Roads.  Mobile home park roads that intersect with 

public roads shall meet the following standards: 
 
   (a) Angle of Intersection.  The desired angle of intersection shall be 90 

degrees. The minimum angle of intersection shall be 75 degrees.  
 
   (b) Grade.  The maximum permissible grade within 75 feet of the 

intersection shall be 3 percent. 
 
  (4) No mobile home lot may have vehicular access directly onto a public street, 

unless such street is constructed in a manner which shall not impair the safety of 
the public. 

 
 
Section 308-A.  Utility Requirements.  All mobile home parks shall provide permanent electrical, water 
and sewage disposal connections to each mobile home in accordance with applicable state and local 
rules and regulations. 



  

 
 
Section 309-A.  Refuse Disposal.  The storage, collection and disposal of refuse in the mobile home 
park shall be so conducted as to create no health hazards, rodent harborage, insect breeding areas, 
accident or fire hazards, or air pollution. 
 
Section 3010-A.  Skirting.  The area between the platform and the bottom of the unit shall be fully 
enclosed by skirting.  This skirting shall provide for access and adequate ventilation of the space under 
the unit.  This skirting may consist of one of the following materials: 
 
 A. Approved vinyl or metal mobile home skirting; or 
 
 B. A poured concrete wall; or 
   
 C. A mortared or loose laid masonry wall; or 
  
 D. Painted wood or similar materials.  
 
Section 3011-A. Siding.  All structures in a mobile home park shall have siding which provides a 
residential appearance.  Tar paper, vapor barrier (e.g., typar), asbestos shingles and asphalt shingles 
shall be deemed not in compliance.  Aluminum or vinyl siding are acceptable forms of siding.  Anyone 
installing vapor barrier must have siding covering the vapor barrier within one (1) year from the date of 
commencement of the installation of the vapor barrier. 
 
Section 3012-A. Roofing.  All structures in a mobile home park shall have pitched, shingled roofs as 
described in section 101(M).  Tar paper is not an acceptable material for a roof. 
 
Section 3013-A. Permanent Foundation.  All structures in a mobile home park shall be on a permanent 
foundation as described above in section 101(L). 
 
 
Section 3014-A.  Standards for Earlier Built or Non-Compliant Manufactured Housing. The purpose 
of these standards is to establish a condition of safety that will allow manufactured housing to perform in 
a manner that will greatly reduce hazards that present an imminent and unreasonable risk of death or 
serious personal injury to its inhabitants or other residents of the park or their invitees.   These standards 
shall apply to all manufactured housing built before June 15, 1976, or not built according to the National 
Manufacturing Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, United States Code, Title 42, 
Chapter 70, to be located in a mobile home park. 
 

A. All homes with roofs added after construction will require a professional engineer to 
inspect the roof to determine that the roof and home can withstand the rigors of State of 
Maine winter or wind uplifts that may occur. 

 
B. A person holding a masterôs license issued by the State of Maine Oil and Solid Fuel 

Examining Board shall inspect and certify that the heating and fuel system meets the 
requirements of NFPA-31 - Installation of Oil Burning Equipment as adopted by that 
Board, or other applicable standards hereafter revised or enacted. 

 
C. A person holding a masterôs license issued by the State of Maine Electrician Examining 

Board shall inspect and certify that the electrical system is safe and meets the National 
Electrical Code in effect at the time the home was constructed. 

 
Section 3015-A.  Approval Process for Mobile Home Park Construction or Alteration. 
 



  

 A. It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or alter a mobile home park as defined in 
this ordinance unless such person shall first have obtained a building permit and an 
Approved Plan (as required by the Planning Board) from the Town Planning Board as 
hereinafter provided. It shall also be unlawful for any person to operate a mobile home 
park as defined by this ordinance unless such person shall first have obtained a license 
from the State of Maine and filed a copy of same with the Town Clerk. 

 
 B. An application for construction, expansion or alteration of a mobile home park shall be 

obtained from the Town Managerôs office and shall be filed with the Town Clerk.  An 
expansion of an existing mobile home park shall be treated in the same manner as the 
new construction of a new mobile home park.  The application shall be fully completed in 
type-writing or legible writing, signed by the applicant and shall contain the following, 
when applicable: 

 
1. Two mylar plans prepared by an engineer or land surveyor registered in the State 

of Maine which include the following information: 
 

a. Name and address of applicant; 
 

b. Name or title of mobile home park; 
 

c. Area and dimensions of the tract of land; 
 

d. Scale, date, direction of magnetic north; 
 

e. Location, ground floor area and elevation of existing and proposed 
buildings and other structures, including use thereof; 

f. Number, size and location of all mobile home sites including the location 
of the permanent foundation on each site; 

 
g. Name(s) of abutting owners; 

 
h. Name, location, width, profile, radius of all curves of all existing and 

proposed streets, roads or other right-of ways; 
 

i. Location and arrangement of proposed off-street parking and load-areas 
and their appurtenant drives and maneuvering areas; 

 
j. Location of features, natural and man-made, affecting the park such as 

water bodies, streams, swamps, wooded area, railroads, ditches, 
buildings, etc.; 

 
k. Location of water lines, sewer lines, septic systems, etc.; 

 
l. Kind, location and profile of all existing and proposed drainage; 

 
m. Location and proposed uses of area proposed for outdoor recreation; 

 
n. Contour lines at intervals of twenty (20) feet or less of existing grades for 

areas proposed to be excavated or filled; 
 

o. Location of existing and proposed pedestrian walkways; 
 

p. Location of existing natural drain ways and proposed storm drainage 
facilities, including dimensions of culverts, pipes, etc.; 



  

 
q. Location of existing and proposed fences, hedges, etc. 

 
r. An on-site soils investigation by a Department of Human Services 

licensed site evaluator shall be provided. The report shall contain the 
types of soil, location of test pits, and proposed location and design of 
the best practical sub-surface disposal system for the site. 

 
s. Evidence that the Maine Department of Human Services, Division of 

Health Engineering, has been provided with copies of the plan and all 
other submittals. 

 
  2. Copies of deeds establishing ownership in the parcel or parcels of land being 

developed. 
 
  3. Copy of an existing license for operating the mobile home park if already in 

existence. 
 
  4. An application fee established by the Selectpersons in the Schedule of License, 

Permit and Application Fees.  In addition, the applicant shall pay an additional 
fee established by the Selectpersons in the Schedule of License, Permit and 
Application Fees for each abutter to the parcel who must be notified by the Town. 

 
 C. The Town Clerk, after determining that the provisions of Sections A and B of this section 

have been met, shall: 
 

1. Notify the Code Enforcement Officer, Local Plumbing Inspector, Town Health 
Officer, Chief of Police and Chief of the Fire Department for the Town of such 
application and request each of these officials to make a recommendation in 
writing as to the feasibility of any such mobile home park with respect to the 
areas of their responsibilities to the Planning Board; 

 
2. Refer the application to the Planning Board which shall forthwith set the matter 

for a public hearing to be held after notice of such application has been published 
in a newspaper of general circulation and after persons whose property abuts the 
proposed mobile home park are notified in writing by first class mail to the last 
known address of the abutter of the time, date and place of the public hearing. 

 
  3. The hearing shall be conducted as in Section 201(F) above. 
 
 D. The Planning Board within thirty (30) days after the conclusion of such hearing shall 

make its written determination known to the applicant as to whether the application is 
denied or granted.  The Planning Board shall take into consideration whether: 

 
  1. the proposed mobile home park is in a location suitable for such park as 

determined with reference to the Comprehensive Plan and Shoreland Zoning 
Ordinance of the Town; 

 
  2. the street and road patterns in the proposed mobile home park or alterations of 

same are adequate for use intended and for ingress and egress for the protection 
of the mobile home park inhabitants, their invitees, property and the public; 

 
  3. the proposed mobile home park or alterations to an existing mobile home park 

otherwise meet the requirements of good planning as determined under the laws 
of the State of Maine and the decisions of its courts; 



  

 
  4. the proposed mobile home park or alterations to an existing mobile home park 

meet with the requirements of this ordinance and the ordinances and laws of the 
Town. 

 
 E. The Planning Board may request the applicant to provide any studies deemed necessary 

or advisable to protect and assure the health, safety and welfare of persons affected by 
the mobile home park, including future occupants of same.    
       

 
 F. If the Planning Board grants final approval of the said application, the Plan shall be 

signed by the Planning Board, if a plan was required by the Planning Board. Upon being 
provided with a recorded copy of the signed Plan by applicant or the applicantôs licensed 
surveyor or engineer, the Planning Board shall instruct the Code Enforcement Officer to 
issue a building permit for the construction of said mobile home park.  In the event that a 
Plan was not required by the Planning Board and the Planning Board approves the 
application, the Planning Board shall instruct the Code Enforcement Officer to issue a 
building permit.  The Code Enforcement Officer and Building Inspector shall monitor the 
construction or expansion of the mobile home park or the alterations to an existing one. 

 
 G. An applicant or an abutter may file an appeal of the decision of the Planning  Board to the 

Board of Appeals in writing by sending it to the Town Managerôs Office within ten (10) 
days of the date of the Planning Boardôs written decision.  The Town Manager shall notify 
the Board of Appeals Chairperson upon receipt of the appeal.  The Chairperson of the 
Board of Appeals or his or her agent will set a hearing date for the matter and send out a 
written notice of the date of the hearing to the appellant no later than ten (10) days from 
the date the request for appeal was received.  Notice of the hearing shall be in the same 
manner as described above in section 3015-A(C)(2). 

 
Section 3016-A.  No plan which has been approved as a mobile home park may be converted to another 
use without the approval of the Planning Board, and shall meet the appropriate lot size, lot width, setback 
and other requirements the Town has established for that use.  The plan to be recorded at the Registry of 
Deeds and filed with the municipality shall include the following restrictions as well as any other notes for 
conditions of approval: 
 
 A. The land within the park shall remain in the unified ownership and the fee to lots or 

portions of lots shall not be transferred. 
 
 B. No dwelling unit other than a manufactured housing unit shall be located within the park. 
       
Section 3017-A.  No mobile home park existing at the time of the effective date of this ordinance shall be 
altered in any way except in compliance with the provisions of this ordinance. 
 
Section 3019-A.  Violations. 
 
 A. No manufactured home shall be located anywhere in the Town without certification of 

payment of Maine State sales tax.  A person, corporation or other entity which has a 
mobile home located in the Town without having paid sales tax shall be subject to a fine 
of $125.00 per day, up to a maximum fine of $2,500. 

 
B.  A person, corporation or other entity operating a mobile home park in violation of this 

section shall be subject to a fine of $125 per day for each violation, up to a maximum fine 
of $2,500. 

 
 



  

 Article 4.  Required Improvements 
 
Section  401.  The Board shall specify what improvements shall be required to meet the needs of a 
proposed subdivision.  Such improvements shall include streets, storm drainage, sanitary sewers and 
water mains.  The required improvements shall conform to design standards set forth in these 
Regulations as follows: 
 

a. Streets as outlined in Section 301(b) above. 
 

b. Storm drainage shall be installed with necessary manholes and catch basins to the 
grade, line, type of pipe, and size as determined by the Board. 

 
c. All sanitary sewers shall be installed with necessary manholes to the size, grade, line, 

type of pipe and type of joints as determined by the Board on the advice of the Town 
Engineer. 

 
d. Water Mains. Town water mains with hydrants shall be provided. A minimum of 6" water 

main is required for all street and shall be installed in compliance with requirements of the 
Board of Trustees of the Rumford Water District. 

 
e. Construction by Town. The Town may agree to construct the sewer, storm drains and the 

wearing surface of the streets; if recommended by the  Board, and approved by vote by 
the Town Meeting. In making its recommendation, the Board shall consider economic 
feasibility, cost of construction, cost per unit served, and benefits to the community. 

 
 Article 5. Waivers. 
 
Section 501. The terms of these Regulations may be waived from time to time by the Board in 
accordance with the following sections: 
 

a. Where the Board makes written findings of fact that the applicant will suffer an undue economic 
or other hardship if the requirements of these Regulations are strictly applied, it may waive the 
necessity for strict compliance with the requirements of these Regulations in order to provide 
relief from the hardship in question and to permit a more practical and economical development. 
However, this shall not compromise the public health, safety, and welfare and the waivers in 
question shall not have the effect of nullifying the effect of these Regulations or the 
comprehensive plan. 

 
b. In granting waivers to any of these standards in accordance with Section 501(a) the Board shall 

require such conditions as that will assure the objectives of these Regulations are met. 
 
 

c. When the Board grants a waiver to any of the improvements required by these Regulations, the 
final plan. to be recorded at the Registry of Deeds, shall indicate the waivers granted and the 
date that they were granted. 

 
 Article 6. Violations and Enforcement. 
 
Section 601.  These Regulations shall be enforced by the Code Enforcement Officer. 
 

a. No plan of a division of land that would constitute a subdivision shall be recorded in the Registry 
of Deeds until a Final Plan has been approved by the Board in accordance with these 
Regulations. 

 



  

b. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity may convey, offer or agree to convey any land 
in a subdivision which has not been approved by the Board and recorded in the Registry of 
Deeds. 

 
c. Any person, firm, corporation or other legal entity who conveys, offers or agrees to convey any 

land in a subdivision which has not been approved as required by these regulations shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than $100, and not more than $2,500 for each such conveyance, 
offering or agreement. The Municipality may institute proceedings to enjoin the violation of this 

section, and may collect attorneys= fees and court costs if it is the prevailing party. The 

Selectpersons, or their authorized agent, are hereby authorized to enter into administrative 
consent agreements for the purpose of eliminating violations of these Regulations and 
recovering fines without Court action.  In considering the terms of any administrative consent 
agreement the Selectpersons shall consult with the Board. Such agreements shall not allow an 
illegal structure or use to continue unless there is clear and convincing evidence that the illegal 
structure or use was constructed or conducted as a direct result of erroneous advice given by 
an authorized municipal official and there is no evidence that the owner acted in bad faith, or 
unless the removal of the structure or use will result in a threat or hazard to public health and 
safety or will result in substantial environmental damage. 

 
d. Utility installations, ditching, grading or construction of streets, grading of land or lots, or 

construction of buildings shall not be started on any part of the proposed subdivision until the 
Final Plan has been approved and endorsed as provided for by these Regulations. 

 
 Article 7. Amendments. 
 
The Board may from time to time amend these Regulations, and any policies adopted by the Board. The 
procedure for such amendments or amendment shall be the same as follows for the adoption of these 
Regulations or policies. 
 
 Article 8. Validity. 
 
If any article, section, subdivision, sentence, clause, or phrase of these Regulations is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of these Regulations. 
 



  

 

CHAPTER 30 
Regulation As To Dogs 

 
CHAPTER 30 REPEALED JUNE 8, 2004 

 

CHAPTER 30-A 
Seizure of Animals by Animal Control Officer without Court Order 

 
CHAPTER 30-A REPEALED JUNE 8, 2004 



  

 

CHAPTER 30-B 
Ordinance Regarding Domestic Animals 

 
CHAPTER 30-B  

ADOPTED JUNE 8, 2004 
 

CHAPTER 30-B Section 6A-Kennel Licensure  
ADOPTED JUNE 14, 2005 

 
CHAPTER 30-B, Section , to include ñHouseholdò 

AMENDED JUNE 12, 2006  
 

CHAPTER 30-B, Section 2 to include shot requirement and licensing requirement for dogs over 6 months of age 
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2006  

 
CHAPTER 30-B, Section 6 to include requirement for inspection by the ACO for 4 or more dogs  

AMENDED JUNE 12, 2006 
 

CHAPTER 30-B, Section 6A to change kennel license requirement from 4 to 5 or more dogs  
AMENDED JUNE 12, 2006  

 
CHAPTER 30-B, Section 16 to change amount of fines  

AMENDED JUNE 12, 2006  
 
 
 

 
Section 1.  Definitions.  As used in this ordinance, unless the context otherwise indicates: 
 
A. ñDomestic Animalò shall mean any animal kept within the Town limits of Rumford. 
 
B. ñDogò shall mean any domesticated canine animal kept within the Town limits of Rumford. 
 
C. ñCatò shall mean any domesticated feline animal kept within the Town limits of Rumford. 
 
D. ñPetò shall mean a dog, cat or other domesticated animal commonly kept as a companion, but 

does not include tamed animals that are ordinarily considered wild animals or livestock. 
 
E. ñBedding Materialò shall mean those dry materials with low conductivity and not detrimental to 

the animal. Such materials would include hay and shavings. Items not considered to be 
bedding material include, but are not limited to: blankets, towels, cushions, mattresses and may 
not be used as bedding between November 1st and May 31, of any given year. 

 
F. ñImpoundment Feesò shall mean any and all Release Fees, Impoundment Fees and Board 

Fees as described in Section 14. 
 
G. ñOwnerò shall mean any person or persons, firm association or corporation owning, or keeping, 

harboring or in possession of, or having the control of a domestic animal. 
 
H. ñAt Largeò shall mean a dog off the premises of the owner and not under the control of the 

ñownerò or a member of his immediate family or a person left in charge of the dog, either by 
leash, cord, chain or otherwise. 

 



  

I. ñKennelò shall mean one pack or collection of dogs kept under one ownership on a single 
premises for the purposes of breeding, hunting, show, training, field trials and/or exhibition. 

 
J. ñLeashò shall mean a leash, cord, chain, or other comparable material which must be of a 

gauge suitable for controlling said dog and shall not be longer than six feet. 
 
K. ñAt Risk Breedsò shall mean breeds of dogs (whether ñpure-bredò or ñmixed breedò) which are 

deemed by most Homeowners Underwriting Guides to be insurance risks and shall include, but 
are not limited to the following:  Akita, Alaskan Malamute, Chow-Chow, Doberman Pinscher, 
German Shepherd, Great Dane, Husky, Pit Bull, Rottweiler, Saint Bernard, Wolf and/or Wolf-
Hybrid and other large and/or aggressive breeds.  This list is subject to change in accordance to 
any additions made according to the insurance industry. 

 
L. ñHouseholdò shall mean the same dwelling place or residence where a group of people live 

together.  Examples of a household can be an apartment, a house, a flat or a room in a 
boarding home. 

 
 
Section 2.  Licensing Required.   

  
A. No dog may be kept within the Town limits of Rumford, unless the dog has been licensed by its 

owner or keeper in accordance with the laws of the State of Maine.  Dogs must be current with 
all required shots under Maine state law before they will be licensed in the Town. 

 
B. In addition to all the Maine Animal Welfare Laws (7 M.R.S. Chapters 721 and Chapter 723 

Dealing With Dog and Kennel Licensing), any person or persons who have previously licensed 
a dog within the State of Maine, and who have knowingly or unknowingly let one or more years 
lapse without renewing a license for the same dog, shall be charged back fees for each year the 
dog was kept unlicensed within the town limits of Rumford.  Back license fees shall be in the 
amount of the dog license fees in effect at the time the back fees are being charged.  No 
additional late fees will be charged with any back fees. 

 
C. Any person who harbors a dog who was over the age of six (6) months of age as of April 1

st
 of 

the previous year shall pay to the Town license fees for each year that the dog was over the 
age of six (6) months in addition to the current yearôs licensing fee before the dog will be 
licensed in the Town. 

 
Section 3.  Running At Large.   
  
A. No person shall cause or permit any dog owned or kept by him to run at large within the town 

limits.  Dogs while on any public way or place shall be under restraint within the meaning of this 
ordinance, if the dog is controlled by a leash, or on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on 
the street, or within the property limits of its owner or keeper.  Nothing in this ordinance shall be 
held to require the leashing of any dog while on ownerôs premises.  A leash shall not be more 
than six feet long. 

 
B. It is unlawful for any ñat risk breedò of dog to be in any public way within the limits of the Town of 

Rumford by any means of control other than a leash. No person shall be in charge of ñat risk 
breedò dog(s) within the public way unless he or she is able to physically restrain and control the 
dog(s) at all times. Exempt from this ordinance are any dog(s) specifically ñcertifiedò and in the 
act of work such as public service, seeing eye service,  therapy, rescue, etc. 

 
Section 4.  Barking or Howling Dog.  No owner or person having custody of any dog within the legal limits of 
the Town shall keep or maintain a dog which creates a nuisance by continued or repeated barking, howling, 
making of other loud or unusual noises, or in any other manner disturbing the peace of any person.  A person 



  

who keeps or maintains a dog whose barking or howling can be heard at or beyond the boundary of the property 
on which the dog is located violates this section. 
 
Section 5.  Habitual Chasing, Biting Dog.  No person shall keep or maintain a dog which creates a nuisance 
by habitually chasing, biting, jumping or in any other manner causing fear to any other person. 
 
Section 6.  Number of Dogs Limited.   
A. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to keep or harbor within the Town limits more than 

three (3) dogs over six (6) months old on April 1
st
 in or about any premises occupied by any one 

(1) family without an inspection of the premises and the dogs by the Animal Control Officer and 
the written approval of the Animal Control Officer stating that the premises at which the dogs will 
be kept is sufficient for the maintenance of four (4) dogs and that the dogs will not disturb the 
peace and tranquility of the neighbors of the household where the dogs will be kept.  No more 
than four (4) dogs may be kept in any one household without obtaining a kennel license 
pursuant to Section 6A of this ordinance.  The Animal Control Officer shall have the right to 
inspect the circumstances of the dogs and their living arrangements on an annual basis prior to 
the Townôs issuance of licenses for four (4) dogs in one household.  The keeping or harboring of 
dogs as aforesaid is declared to be a nuisance and is subject to a fine for each day that the 
situation exists pursuant to Section 16 of this ordinance. 

 
B. The payment of a license or licenses for dogs shall not be construed as authorization of the 

Town for a person or persons to keep more than three (3) dogs in any one (1) household 
without the written authorization of the Animal Control Officer for having four (4) dogs in that 
household. 

 
C. This limitation shall not apply to any person, group of persons, or corporations engaged in the 

commercial business of breeding, buying, selling, racing, hunting, boarding of dogs, animal 
shelter, or operating a veterinary hospital.  Proper municipal, state and local permits and 
licenses must be held by the aforementioned entities in order to be exempt from this ordinance 
restriction on ownership. 

 
D. Persons found to be harboring four (4) or more dogs without proper authorization are subject to 

the penalties in Section 16 of this ordinance. 
 
Section 6A.  Kennel Licensure. 
 
A. Any person or persons, keeping or harboring within Town limits, five (5) or more dogs over the age of 

six (6) months on April 1
st
 in or about any premises occupied by any one (1) household, must put in a 

request for a kennel license at the Town Clerkôs office and may not license the dogs individually. 
 
B. In order to be granted a license, an owner of five (5) or more dogs must submit the fee established by 

the State of Maine pursuant to the Animal Welfare Laws of the State of Maine and submit a completed 
application for a kennel license in the Town Clerkôs Office and establish that: 

 
1. The dogs are kept and used for the purpose of breeding, hunting, show, training, field trials 

and/or exhibition. 
 
2. Any property where the kennel is located is owned by the owner of the dogs.  If the property 

where the kennel is located is being rented or leased by the dog owner, a copy of the written 
permission for such kennel from the landlord must be given to the Town Clerk along with the 
application. 

 
3. The kennel location is not a duplex or an apartment building where more than one (1) family 

resides.  
 



  

C. After submitting the application, the applicant for a kennel license must contact the Animal Control 
Officer to arrange a time and day for the Animal Control Officer to visit and inspect the location, grounds 
and structure where the dogs will be kept.  No license will be issued by the Town until the Animal 
Control Officer has inspected and approved the proposed kennel location. 

 
D. The Animal Control Officer shall be the sole authority to issue a kennel license.  The Animal Control 

Officer also has the authority to revoke any existing kennel license of an existing kennel.  Refusal to 
issue a license or revocation of an existing license shall be for the following grounds: 

 
1. Improper or inadequate structure; 
2. Improper or inadequate ventilation; 
3. Inadequate or cramped conditions; 
4. Inadequate bedding materials; 
5. Inadequate temperature control; 
6. Nuisance noise/barking conditions which violate Section 4 of this ordinance; 
7. Failure to comply with state law; and 
8. Other good cause. 
 

An owner will be hand-delivered by the Animal Control Officer or sent by the Animal Control Officer, by 
first class mail with certificate of mailing, a written copy of the grounds for failure to issue or revocation 
of a license at the address provided on the application of the owner.  A revocation of a license may be 
hand-delivered to the owner by the Animal Control Officer. 
 
The owner will be given 10 days to correct the situation(s) listed in the written notification.  The owner 
must contact the Animal Control Officer for a date and time of reinspection. 
 
Upon a second inspection, if the Animal Control Officer finds that there is still a failure to comply, the 
owner will again be given a written copy of the violations found.  The owner will have another ten (10) 
day period to make the corrections. 
 
The owner will be entitled to a third inspection, which he or she must request from the Animal Control 
Officer.  If the Animal Control Officer finds failure to comply with the requested corrections, the owner 
requesting a kennel license will be denied for that year and may not make another request for a kennel 
until the following January licensing period.  An owner whose license was revoked shall similarly not be 
eligible for applying for a license until the next year after a failed third inspection. 
 

E. In the event that an owner is denied kennel license after the third inspection, or has his or her license 
revoked, the owner must license individually any dogs they possess, up to a maximum of three (3) dogs, 
without the written authorization of the Animal Control Officer as detailed in Section 6 in this ordinance.  
Any additional dogs must be removed permanently from the premises by selling, giving away or 
humanely disposing of the additional dogs. 

 
F. Persons found to be harboring five (5) or more dogs without proper kennel licensing are subject to all of 

the penalties contained in  
Section 16 of this ordinance. 

 
Section 7.  Proper Outside Facilities for Dog House. It shall be unlawful for any owner as defined within this 
ordinance who shelters a dog or dogs out of doors within the town limits of Rumford to provide any less then the 
minimum standards set forth by the State of Maine, Animal Welfare Rules, Section 1(D) or any succeeding 
regulations established by the State of Maine. The minimum standards are as follows: 
 
A. Outside housing facilities must consist of a four (4) sided structure with a roof made of waterproof and 

wind-proof material with an R factor of .9 [example: .9 = 3/4 " thickness (wood)]. There shall be a portal 
of entry of sufficient size to allow the dog unimpeded passage into the housing facility, which shall 
include a baffled or appropriate sheltered entrance; 



  

 
B. The opening shall face south or the direction away from which most wind driven precipitation comes. 

The housing facility shall have a solid floor at least three (3) inches above the ground level, with clean 
and sufficient bedding material to retain the dogôs normal body heat. 

 
Section 8.  Tethering of Animals. 

  
A. W hen domestic animals are confined by a chain or similar device, the chain shall be attached to both 

the domestic animal and the anchor by a swivel or similar device so the chain will not become entangled 
or twisted. The chain or similar device shall be attached to a well fitting collar or harness that in no way 
cuts into the domestic animalôs flesh or impinges the circulation of the domestic animal or impairs its 
ability to ingest food or water or to vocalize. 

 
B. The gauge of the chain shall be appropriate for the size of the animal involved and the chain shall be at 

least five (5) times the length of the animal from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except in the 
case of dogs which are bred and trained as sled dogs.  For sled dogs,  the length of the chain shall be 
not less than 1 ½  times the length of the dog from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail if tied on a 
pivot or 3 times the length of the dog from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail if tied to a stationary 
point. 

 
C. Multiple domestic animals confined by a chain or similar device shall be kept far enough apart to 

prevent the restraining devices from becoming entangled. 
 
D. Dogs that are tethered at a pivot point permitting a 360 degree area of movement will be 2 ½ times the 

length of the dog from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail. 
 
E. As prescribed by Maine State Animal Welfare Laws pursuant to 7 M.R.S. § 4015 or a successor statute, 

no domestic animal may be confined in a building, enclosure, car, boat, vehicle or vessel of any kind, 
when extreme heat or extreme cold will be harmful to its health. 

 
Section 9. Rabies. 
  
A. Upon positive diagnosis of rabies in any domestic animal within the Town, the Animal Control 

Office shall proclaim and invoke a town-wide quarantine for a period of thirty (30) days, and 
upon the invoking of such quarantine no animal shall be taken into the streets, or be permitted 
to be in the streets during the period of quarantine. 

 
B. During such period of rabies quarantine as herein described, every animal bitten by an animal 

adjudged to be rabid shall be forthwith destroyed, or, at the ownerôs expense and option, shall 
be treated for rabies infection by a licensed veterinarian, or held thirty (30) days under 
quarantine by the owner in the same manner as other animals are quarantined. 

 
C. In the event there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period of 

quarantine, such period of the quarantine may be extended by the Animal Control Officer for an 
additional six (6) months. 

 
D. The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies shall upon demand be surrendered to the 

Health Officer. 
 
E. The Health Officer shall direct the disposition of any animal found to be infected by rabies. 
 
F. No person shall fail or refuse to surrender any animal for quarantine or destruction as required 

herein when demand is made therefore by the Health Officer. 
 



  

Section 10.  Defecation.   The owner of domestic animal shall take all reasonable means to avoid the 
defecating of his or her domestic animal on any property other than the ownerôs property.  In the event of the 
defecation of a domestic animal on the property of another, the owner shall immediately remove the feces and 
dispose of same in an appropriate manner. 
 
Section 11.  When Domestic Animals May Be Killed.  If any dangerous, fierce or vicious domestic animal 
cannot be safely taken up and impounded, such domestic animal may be slain by any policeman or duly 
authorized Animal Control Officer.  In all cases, where any domestic animal has bitten a person or caused an 
abrasion of the skin of any person, if slain by any policeman, whether by order of the court or otherwise, and a 
period of less than ten (10) days has elapsed since the day on which the domestic animal bit any person, it shall 
be the duty of the policeman slaying said domestic animal to forthwith deliver the carcass and brain to the 
Animal Control Office who shall forward the brain intact to the Environmental Testing Lab in Augusta, Maine. 
 
 
Section 12. Seizure of Animals by Animal Control Officer without Court Order.   
 
A. The animal control officer, who has reasonable cause to believe that a violation of 17 M.R.S. § 1031, as 

amended, or 17 M.R.S. § 1032, as amended, or according to any successor statutes, has taken place 
or is taking place, may take immediate possession of the cruelly treated domestic animal.  Upon taking 
possession of a domestic animal under this section, the animal control officer shall present the owner 
with a notice that: 

 
1. States the reason for the seizure; 
 
2. Gives the name, address and phone number of the animal control officer to contact for 

information regarding the domestic animal; and  
 

3. Advises the owner of the ensuing court procedure. 
 

If the owner cannot be found, the animal control officer shall send a copy of the notice to the owner at 
the ownerôs last known address by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 
B. Within three (3) working days of obtaining possession of the domestic animal, the animal control officer 

shall apply to the court for a possession order pursuant to 17 M.R.S. §1021.  The court shall set a 
hearing date and that hearing date must be within ten (10) days of the date the domestic animal was 
seized.  The animal control officer shall arrange care for the domestic animal, including medical 
treatment, if necessary, pending the hearing. 

 
C. The animal control officer shall notify the owner, if located, of the time and place of the hearing.  If the 

owner has not been located, the court shall order a notice to be published at least once in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the county where the domestic animal was found stating the case and 
circumstances and giving 48 hours notice of the hearing. 

 
D. It is the ownerôs responsibility at the hearing to show cause why the domestic animal should not be 

seized permanently or disposed of humanely.  If it appears at the hearing that the domestic animal has 
been cruelly abandoned or cruelly treated by its owner, the court shall declare the domestic animal 
forfeited and order its sale, adoption or donation or order that the domestic animal to be disposed of 
humanely if a veterinarian determines that the domestic animal is diseased or disabled beyond 
recovery. 

 
E. If the Animal Control Officer takes possession of a domestic animal under this chapter and the court 

finds that the owner has treated the domestic animal cruelly and/or abandoned the domestic animal, the 
Town shall have the right to be reimbursed for its expenses incurred which are reasonably incident to 
taking a domestic animal into custody, including, but not limited to:  transportation, food, shelter, 



  

veterinary care, expenses of disposing of an animal taken into custody and for its legal fees and costs  
associated with the court action for seizure of the domestic animal. 

 
Section 13.   Impoundment.   
 

A.  Dogs.   
  

1. Dogs found running ñat largeò shall be taken up and impounded in a shelter designated 
by the Town and there confined in a humane manner for a period of not less than six (6) 
days unless beforehand claimed by its owner.  If unclaimed at the end of six (6) days 
the dog may be disposed of in a humane manner or the Town or its duly authorized 
agent may transfer title of said dog. 

 
2. When dogs are found running ñat largeò and their ownership is known, such dogs need 

not be impounded by the Town, though its duly authorized agents may cite the owner of 
such dogs to appear in court to answer charges of violation of this ordinance. 

 
3. The owner shall be entitled to resume possession of any impounded dog upon the 

payment of impoundment fees as established by the Selectpersons in the Schedule of 
License, Permit and Application Fees, unless charges of cruelty to animals (7 M.R.S. § 
4011) have been filed against the owner for cruelty to said impounded dog.  In this 
event, the dog shall stay in the custody of the impounding shelter until such time that a 
court judgment has been made.  The owner shall be responsible for all impoundment 
and board fees as well as any other fees incurred during the period of impoundment. 

 
B. Cats or other Domestic Animals.   
  

1. Cats and other domestic animals who are stray, abandon, thought to be homeless or 
that are wandering and causing destruction to anotherôs property shall be taken up and 
impounded in a shelter designated by the Town and there confined in a humane 
manner with no set period of time for holding. Unless the cat or domestic animal is 
believed or known to have an owner, the cat or domestic animal may be disposed of in 
a humane manner or the Town or its duly authorized agents may transfer title of said 
cat or domestic animal. 

 
2. The owner shall be entitled to resume possession of any impounded cat or domestic 

animal upon the payment of impoundment fees as set forth herein, unless charges of 
cruelty to animals (7 M.R.S. § 4011) have been filed against the owner for cruelty to 
said impounded cat or domestic animal.  In this event, the cat or domestic animal shall 
stay in the custody of the impounding shelter until such time that a court judgment has 
been made.  The owner shall be responsible for all impoundment and board fees as 
well as any other fees incurred during the period of impoundment. 

 
Section 14.  Impoundment and Release Fees.  Any dog, cat or other domestic animal impounded hereunder 
may be reclaimed as herein provided upon payment by the owner of the following fees. 

 
A.  Release fee established by the Board of Selectpersons in the Schedule of License, Permit, 
Application and Other Fees to be paid to the Town Clerkôs Office to be used in a manner stated in 
7 M.R.S. § 3945, as amended or according to any successor statute. 

 
B.  Impoundment fees established by the Board of Selectpersons in the Schedule of License, 
Permit, Application and Other Fees for each dog, cat or other domestic animal, except that upon 
the second impoundment the fee shall be as established by the Board of Selectpersons in the 
Schedule of License, Permit, Application and Other Fees and upon the third and all subsequent 



  

impoundments of the same animal the fee shall be established by the Board of Selectpersons in 
the Schedule of License, Permit, Application and Other Fees to be paid to the designated shelter.  

 
C.  Board Fees. Board fees shall be paid to the designated shelter by the owner of an 
impounded animal in an amount determined by the designated shelter as its regular board rate 
per day for each animal impounded. 

 
Section 15.  Validity.  It is the intention of the municipality that each separate section of this ordinance 
shall be deemed independent of all other sections herein, and it is further the intention of the municipality 
that if any provisions of the ordinance be declared invalid by the courts, all other sections thereof shall 
remain valid and enforceable. 
 
Section 16.  Penalties. Fines 
 
Every person convicted of a violation of any provision of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not 
less than $25.00 nor more than $50.00 for each violation for each day that a violation exists not to exceed 
$2,500.00 total plus all court costs borne by the municipality, to be recovered by a complaint before the 
District Court, subject, however, to the rights of exception and appeal as are provided by law. 
 
Additional Penalties for Violations of Sections 4, 5, 6 and 6A.   
 
For any person who has been found by the court to violate Sections 6 and 6A or to have previously 
violated Sections 4 and 5 of this ordinance, the court may order, in addition to the fines in section 16(A), 
the following:  

 
1. that the dog or dogs may be removed from the limits of the Town of Rumford; or 
 
2. that the Town of Rumford may humanely dispose of, give away or sell the dog(s). 



  

 

CHAPTER 31 
Right-of-Ways 

 
Article 1. Definitions 

 
Section 101. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases  shall have 

the meaning ascribed to them in this section: 
 
  a. The word ñstreetò shall mean any public street, avenue, road, 

boulevard, highway or other public place located in the Town of Rumford 
and established for the use of vehicles and pedestrians. 

 
  b. The word ñpersonò shall mean any individual, firm or co-

partnership or corporation. 
 

Article 2. Interference with Public Use 
 
Section 201. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to hereafter place within the right-

of-way of any public street, within the Town of Rumford, any wall, structure, 
building or part thereof, fence, lawn, trees, or bushes, where same will interfere 
with the public use of said road or street which uses include but are not limited to 
the following: 

 
  a.   Snow removal 
  b.   Drainage 
  c.   Visibility 
  d.   Safety of Traveling Public 
 
Article 3. Removal 
 
Section 301. Any structure, wall, fence, lawn, trees or bushes placed within the right-of-way 

without the written permission from the Board of Selectpersons shall be removed 
by the Town of Rumford at the expense of the person having placed or having 
authorized the placement of the above. 

 
Article 4. Variances 
 
Setion. 401. The Board of Selectpersons may modify the terms of this Ordinance on the 

occurrence of the following: 
 

a. A written petition for a hearing sent to the Board of 
Selectpersons requesting modification, and, 

 
b. Publication of said petition in the Rumford Falls Times 

newspaper at least one week prior to the hearing on the petition, 
and, 

 
c. A finding by the Board that an extraordinary hardship may result 

from strict compliance with these Regulations, and, 
 

d. That the Board of Selectpersons is satisfied that said variance 
will not interfere with the intent and objectives of the Permanent 
Road Improvement Program of the Town of Rumford. 

 



  

 

CHAPTER 32 
Snowmobile and ATV Registration Funds 

 
Chapter 32, Section 1.  Snowmobile Registration Funds 

AMENDED JUNE 14, 1994 
 

Chapter 32, Section 2. All Terrain Vehicles Agent Fee Funds. 
ADOPTED JUNE 10, 2003 

 
Section 1.  The snowmobile registration refund received annually by the Town of Rumford from the 

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Game shall be placed into the Rumford 
Snowmobile Recreation Fund to be used exclusively for the construction, development, 
maintenance and improvement of snowmobile trails, shelters, maintenance and rescue 
equipment, leases of real and personal property and other purposes reasonably adapted 
to the improvement and safety of snowmobiling for the public within the Town of 
Rumford. 

 
 The Board of Selectpersons shall designate an agent for the administration of the 

Rumford Snowmobile Recreation Fund, under the supervision of said municipal officers.  
On May first, annually, any unexpended funds in the Rumford Snowmobile Recreation 
Fund shall continue to be used by the Board of Selectpersons and/or its agent for the 
purposes described in Section 1. 

 
Section 2. All Terrain Vehicles Agent Fee Funds.  The All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) Agent Fee 

Funds collected annually by the Town of Rumford as part of the registration fee for ATVs 
registered in the Town of Rumford shall be placed into the Rumford ATV Recreation 
Fund to be used exclusively for the construction, development and improvement of ATV 
trails, shelters, maintenance and rescue equipment, leases of real and personal property 
and other purposes reasonably adapted to the improvement and safety of ATV traveling 
within the Town of Rumford. 

 
 The Board of Selectpersons shall designate an agent for the administration of the 

Rumford ATV Recreation Fund, under the supervision of said municipal officers.  On May 
1

st
 annually, any unexpended funds in the Rumford ATV Recreation Fund shall continue 

to be used by the Board of Selectpersons and/or its agent for the purposes described in 
this section. 



  

 

CHAPTER 33-A 
Flood Hazard 

 
REPEALED JUNE 9, 1987 

 



  

 

CHAPTER 33 
SHORELAND ZONING 

 
 

ADOPTED JUNE 11, 1991 
 

AMENDED JUNE 8, 1993 
 

AMENDED JUNE 11, 2002 
 

AMENDED JUNE 9, 2009 
 

CHAPTER 33, SECTION 16 
AMENDED JUNE 8, 2010 

 

 

Section 1. Purposes 

Section 2. Authority  

Section 3. Applicability  

Section 4. Effective Date 
A. Effective date of Ordinance and Ordinance Amendments 
B. Repeal of Municipal Timber Harvesting Regulation. 

Section 5. Availability  

Section 6. Severability 

Section 7. Conflicts with Other Ordinances 

Section 8. Amendments 

Section 9. Districts and Zoning Map 
A. Official Shoreland Zoning Map 
B. Certification of Official Shoreland Zoning Map 
C. Changes to the Official Shoreland Zoning Map 

Section 10. Interpretation of District Boundaries  

Section 11. Land Use Requirements 

Section 12. Nonconformance 
A. Purpose 
B. General 
C. Nonconforming Structures 
D. Nonconforming Uses 
E. Nonconforming Lots 

Section 13. Establishment of Districts 



  

A. Resource Protection District 
B. Limited Residential District 
C. Limited Commercial District 
D. General Development District 
E. Stream Protection District 

Section 14. Table of Land Uses 

Section 15. Land Use Standards 
A. Minimum Lot Standards 
B. Principal and Accessory Structures 
C. Piers, Docks, Wharfs, Bridges, and Other Structures and Uses Extending Over or Below the Normal High-

Water Line of a Water Body or Within a Wetland. 
D. Campgrounds 
E. Individual Private Campsites 
F. Commercial and Industrial Uses 
G. Parking Areas 
H. Roads and Driveways 
I. Signs 
J. Storm Water Runoff 
K. Septic Waste Disposal 
L. Essential Services 
M. Mineral Exploration and Extraction 
N. Agriculture 
O. Timber Harvesting 
P. Clearing or Removal of Vegetation for Activities Other Than Timber Harvesting 
Q. Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
R. Soils 
S. Water Quality 
T. Archaeological Sites 

Section 16. Administration  
A. Administering Bodies and Agents 
B. Permits Required 
C. Permit Application 
D. Procedure for Administering Permits 
E.  Special Exception 
F. Expiration of Permit 
G. Installation of Public Utility Service 
H. Appeals 
I. Public Hearing Procedures and Notification Requirements 

J. Enforcement 

Section 17. Definitions 
Approved by Town of Rumford voters on 06.09.09 (reformatted by tp) 

 
 

Section 1.  Purposes  
 
The purposes of this Ordinance are to further the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions; to prevent 
and control water pollution; to protect fish spawning grounds, aquatic life, bird and other wildlife habitat; to 
protect buildings and lands from flooding and accelerated erosion; to protect archaeological and historic 
resources; to protect freshwater and wetlands; to control building sites, placement of structures and land 
uses; to conserve shore cover, and visual as well as actual points of access to inland waters; to conserve 
natural beauty and open space; and to anticipate and respond to the impacts of development in 
shoreland areas. 



  

 

Section  2.  Authority  
 
This Ordinance has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of Title 38 Sections 435-449 of the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated (M.R.S.A.). 
 

Section 3.  Applicability  
 
This Ordinance applies to all land areas within 250 feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line 
of any great pond or river; within 250 feet, horizontal distance, of the upland edge of a freshwater 
wetland; and within 75 feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a stream.  This 
Ordinance also applies to any structure built on, over, or abutting a dock, wharf, or pier, or other structure 
extending below the normal high-water line of a water body or within a wetland. 
 

Section 4.  Effe ctive Date   
 
 

A.  Effective date of Ordinance and Ordinance Amendments  
 
This Ordinance, which was adopted by the municipal legislative body on June 11, 1991, shall not be 
effective unless approved by the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection.  A 
certified copy of the Ordinance, or Ordinance amendments, attested and signed by the Municipal Clerk, 
shall be forwarded to the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection for approval.  If 
the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection fails to act on this Ordinance, or 
Ordinance amendments within forty-five (45) days of receipt of the Ordinance, it shall be deemed 
approved. 
 
Any application for a permit submitted to the municipality within the forty-five (45) day period shall be 
governed by the terms of this Ordinance, or Ordinance amendments if the Ordinance, or Ordinance 
amendments is approved by the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
 

B.  Repeal of Muni cipal Timber Harvesting Regulation.   
 

The municipal regulation of timber harvesting activities is repealed on the statutory date established 
under 38 M.R.S.A. section 438-B(5), at which time the State of Maine Department of Conservationôs 
Bureau of Forestry shall administer timber harvesting standards in the shoreland zone.  On the date 
established under 38 M.R.S.A section 438-B (5), the following provisions of this Ordinance are repealed: 
   

¶ Section 14. Table of Land Uses, Column 3 (Forest management activities except for timber 
harvesting) and Column 4 (Timber harvesting); 

 

¶ Section 15(O) in its entirety; and  
 

¶ Section 17. Definitions, the definitions of ñforest management activitiesò and ñresidual basal areaò. 
 
 

Section 5.  Availability  
 
A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed with the Municipal Clerk and shall be accessible to any 
member of the public.  Copies shall be made available to the public at reasonable cost at the expense of 
the person making the request.  Notice of availability of this Ordinance shall be posted. 
 

Section 6.  Severability  



  

 
Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be invalid, such decision 
shall not invalidate any other section or provision of the Ordinance. 
 

Section 7.  Conflicts with Other Ordinances  
 
Whenever a provision of this Ordinance conflicts with or is inconsistent with another provision of this 
Ordinance or of any other ordinance, regulation or statute, the more restrictive provision shall control. 
 

Section 8.  Amendments  
 
This Ordinance may be amended by majority vote of the legislative body.  Copies of amendments, 
attested and signed by the Municipal Clerk, shall be submitted to the Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Protection following adoption by the municipal legislative body and shall not be effective 
unless approved by the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection.  If the 
Commissioner fails to act on any amendment within forty-five (45) days of the Commissioner's receipt of 
the amendment, the amendment is automatically approved.  Any application for a permit submitted to the 
municipality within the forty-five (45) day period shall be governed by the terms of the amendment, if such 
amendment is approved by the Commissioner. 
 

Section 9.  Districts and Zoning Map  
 

A.  Official Shoreland Zoning Map  
 
The areas to which this Ordinance is applicable are hereby divided into the following districts as shown on 
the Official Shoreland Zoning Map, which is made a part of this Ordinance: 
 

1. Resource Protection 
2. Limited Residential 
3. Limited Commercial 
4. General Development 
5. Stream Protection District 

 

B.  Certification of Official Shoreland Zoning Map  
 
The Official Shoreland Zoning Map shall be certified by the attested signature of the Municipal Clerk and 
shall be located in the municipal office. 
 

C. Changes to the Official Shoreland Zoning Map  
 
If amendments, in accordance with Section 8, are made in the district boundaries or other matter 
portrayed on the Official Shoreland Zoning Map, such changes shall be made on the Official Shoreland 
Zoning Map within thirty (30) days after the amendment has been approved by the Commissioner of the 
Department of Environmental Protection. 
 

Section 10.  Interpretation of District Boundaries  
 
Unless otherwise set forth on the Official Shoreland Zoning Map, district boundary lines are property 
lines, the centerline of streets, roads and rights of way, and the boundaries of the shoreland area as 
defined herein. Where uncertainty exists as to the exact location of district boundary lines, the Board of 
Appeals shall be the final authority as to location. 
 

Section 11.  Land Use Requir ements  
 



  

Except as hereinafter specified, no building, structure or land shall hereafter be used or occupied, and no 
building or structure or part thereof shall hereafter be erected, constructed, expanded, moved, or altered 
and no new lot shall be created except in conformity with all of the regulations herein specified for the 
district in which it is located, unless a variance is granted. 
 

Section 12.  Nonconformance  
 

A.  Purpose  
 
It is the intent of this Ordinance to promote land use conformities, except that nonconforming conditions 
that legally existed before the effective date of this Ordinance, or amendments thereto, shall be allowed to 
continue, subject to the requirements set forth in this section 12.  Except as otherwise provided in this 
Ordinance, a non-conforming condition shall not be permitted to become more non-conforming. 
 

B.  General  
 

1. Transfer of Ownership:  Nonconforming structures, lots, and uses may be transferred, 
and the new owner may continue the nonconforming use or continue to use the nonconforming 
structure or lot, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
2. Repair and Maintenance:  This Ordinance allows, without a permit, the normal upkeep 
and maintenance of nonconforming uses and structures including repairs or renovations which do 
not involve expansion of the nonconforming use or structure, and such other changes in a 
nonconforming use or structure as federal, state, or local building and safety codes may require. 

 
C. Nonconforming Structures  
 

1. Expansions:  A nonconforming structure may be added to or expanded after obtaining a 
permit from the same permitting authority as that for a new structure, if such addition or 
expansion does not increase the nonconformity of the structure and is in accordance with 
subparagraphs a and b below: 

 
a. After January 1, 1989 if any portion of a structure is less than the required 
setback from the normal high-water line of a water body, tributary stream or the upland 
edge of a wetland, that portion of the structure shall not be expanded in floor area or 
volume, by 30 percent or more, during the lifetime of the structure. If a replacement 
structure conforms with the requirements of Section 12(C)(3), and is less than the 
required setback from a water body, tributary stream or wetland, the replacement 
structure may not be expanded if the original structure existing on January 1, 1989 had 
been expanded by 30% in floor area and volume since that date. 

 
b. Whenever a new, enlarged, or replacement foundation is constructed under a 
non-conforming structure the structure and new foundation must be placed such that the 
setback requirement is met to the greatest practical extent as determined by the Planning 
Board or its designee, basing its decision on the criteria specified in Section 12 (C)(2) 
Relocation below.  If the completed foundation does not extend beyond the exterior 
dimensions of the structure, except for expansion in conformity with Section 12(C)(1)(a) 
above, and that the foundation does not cause the structure to be elevated by more than 
three (3) additional feet as measured from the uphill side of the structure (from original 
ground level to the bottom of the first floor sill), it shall not be considered to be an 
expansion of the structure. 

 
 

2. Relocation:  A nonconforming structure may be relocated within the boundaries of the 
parcel on which the structure is located provided that the site of relocation conforms to all setback 



  

requirements to the greatest practical extent as determined by the Planning Board or it designee, 
and provided that the applicant demonstrates that the present subsurface sewage disposal 
system meets the requirements of State law and the State of Maine Subsurface Wastewater 
Disposal Rules (Rules), or that a new system can be installed in compliance with the law and said 
Rules.  In no case shall a structure be relocated in a manner that causes the structure to be more 
nonconforming. 
 

In determining whether the building relocation meets the setback to the greatest practical extent, the 
Planning Board or it designee, shall consider the size of the lot, the slope of the land, the potential for soil 
erosion, the location of other structures on the property and on adjacent properties, the location of the 
septic system and other on-site soils suitable for septic systems, and the type and amount of vegetation 
to be removed to accomplish the relocation. When it is necessary to remove vegetation within the water 
or wetland setback area in order to relocate a structure, the Planning Board shall require replanting of 
native vegetation to compensate for the destroyed vegetation.  In addition, the area from which the 
relocated structure was removed must be replanted with vegetation.  Replanting shall be required as 
follows: 
 

a. Trees removed in order to relocate a structure must be replanted with at least 
one native tree, three (3) feet in height, for every tree removed.  If more than five trees 
are planted, no one species of tree shall make up more than 50% of the number of trees 
planted.  Replaced trees must be planted no further from the water or wetland than the 
trees that were removed. 

 
Other woody and herbaceous vegetation, and ground cover, that are removed or 
destroyed in order to relocate a structure must be re-established.  An area at least the 
same size as the area where vegetation and/or ground cover was disturbed, damaged, or 
removed must be reestablished within the setback area.  The vegetation and/or ground 
cover must consist of similar native vegetation and/or ground cover that was disturbed, 
destroyed or removed. 

 
b. Where feasible, when a structure is relocated on a parcel the original location of 
the structure shall be replanted with vegetation which may consist of grasses, shrubs, 
trees, or a combination thereof. 

 
 

3. Reconstruction or Replacement:  Any nonconforming structure which is located less than 
the required setback from a water body, tributary stream, or wetland and which is removed, or 
damaged or destroyed, regardless of cause, by more than 50 percent of the market value of the 
structure before such damage, destruction or removal, may be reconstructed or replaced 
provided that a permit is obtained within eighteen (18) months of the date of said damage, 
destruction, or removal, and provided that such reconstruction or replacement is in compliance 
with the water body, tributary stream or wetland setback requirement to the greatest practical 
extent as determined by the Planning Board in accordance with the purposes of this Ordinance. 
In no case shall a structure be reconstructed or replaced so as to increase its nonconformity. If 
the reconstructed or replacement structure is less than the required setback it shall not be any 
larger than the original structure, except as allowed pursuant to Section 12.C.1 above, as 
determined by the non-conforming floor area and volume of the reconstructed or replaced 
structure at its new location.  If the total amount of floor area and volume of the original structure 
can be relocated or reconstructed beyond the required setback area, no portion of the relocated 
or reconstructed structure shall be replaced or constructed at less than the setback requirement 
for a new structure.  When it is necessary to remove vegetation in order to replace or reconstruct 
a structure, vegetation shall be replanted in accordance with Section 12.C.2 above. 

 
Any nonconforming structure which is located less than the required setback from the water body, 
tributary stream or wetland and which is removed by 50% or less of the market value, or 
damaged or destroyed by 50 percent or less of the market value of the structure, excluding 



  

normal maintenance and repair, may be reconstructed in place  if a permit is obtained from the 
code enforcement officer within one year of such damage, destruction, or removal. 

 
In determining whether the building reconstruction or replacement meets the setback to the 
greatest practical extent the Planning Board or its designee shall consider in addition to the 
criteria in section 12.C.2 above, the physical condition and type of foundation present, if any. 

 
4 Change of Use of a Nonconforming Structure:  The use of a nonconforming structure 
may not be changed to another use unless the Planning Board after receiving a written 
application determines that the new use will have no greater adverse impact on the water body, 
tributary stream or wetland, or on the subject or adjacent properties and resources than the 
existing use. 

 
In determining that no greater adverse impact will occur, the Planning Board shall require written 
documentation from the applicant, regarding the probable effects on public health and safety, 
erosion and sedimentation, water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, vegetative cover, visual and 
actual points of public access to waters, natural beauty, flood plain management, archaeological 
and historic resources, and other functionally water-dependent uses. 

 

D.  Nonconforming Uses  
 

1. Expansions:  Expansions of nonconforming uses are prohibited, except that 
nonconforming residential uses may, after obtaining a permit from the Planning Board, be 
expanded within existing residential structures or within expansions of such structures as 
permitted in Section 12.C.1.a above. 

 
2. Resumption Prohibited:  A lot, building or structure in or on which a nonconforming use is 
discontinued for a period exceeding one year, or which is superseded by a conforming use, may 
not again be devoted to a nonconforming use except that the Planning Board may, for good 
cause shown by the applicant, grant up to a one year extension to that time period.  This 
provision shall not apply to the resumption of a use of a residential structure provided that the 
structure has been used or maintained for residential purposes during the preceding five (5) year 
period. 

 
3. Change of Use:  An existing nonconforming use may be changed to another 
nonconforming use provided that the proposed use has no greater adverse impact on the subject 
and adjacent properties and resources, than the former use, as determined by the Planning 
Board.  The determination of no greater adverse impact shall be made according to criteria listed 
in Section 12 (C) (4) above. 

 

E. Nonconforming Lots  
 

1. Nonconforming Lots:  A nonconforming lot of record as of the effective date of this 
Ordinance or amendment thereto may be built upon, without the need for a variance, provided 
that such lot is in separate ownership and not contiguous with any other lot in the same 
ownership, and that all provisions of this Ordinance except lot area, lot width and shore frontage 
can be met. Variances relating to setback or other requirements not involving lot  area, lot width 
or shore frontage shall be obtained by action of the Board of Appeals. 

 
2. Contiguous Built Lots:  If two or more contiguous lots or parcels are in a single or joint 
ownership of record at the time of adoption of this Ordinance, if all or part of the lots do not meet 
the dimensional requirements of this Ordinance, and if a principal use or structure exists on each 
lot, the nonconforming lots may be conveyed separately or together, provided that the State 
Minimum Lot Size Law (12 M.R.S.A. sections 4807-A through 4807-D) and the State of Maine 
Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules are complied with. 



  

 
If two or more principal uses or structures existed on a single lot of record on the effective date of 
this ordinance, each may be sold on a separate lot provided that the above referenced law and 
rules are complied with.  When such lots are divided each lot thus created must be as conforming 
as possible to the dimensional requirements of this Ordinance. 

 
3. Contiguous Lots - Vacant or Partially Built:  If two or more contiguous lots or parcels are 
in single or joint ownership of record at the time of or since adoption or amendment of this 
Ordinance, if any of these lots do not individually meet the dimensional requirements of this 
Ordinance or subsequent amendments, and if one or more of the lots are vacant or contain no 
principal structure the lots shall be combined to the extent necessary to meet the dimensional 
requirements. 

 
This provision shall not apply to 2 or more contiguous lots, at least one of which is 
nonconforming, owned by the same person or persons on the effective date of this Ordinance 
and recorded in the registry of deeds if the lot is served by a public sewer or can accommodate a 
subsurface sewage disposal system in conformance with the State of Maine Subsurface 
Wastewater Disposal Rules, and: 

 
a. Each lot contains at least 100 feet of shore frontage and at least 20,000 square 
feet of lot area; or 

 
b. Any lots that do not meet the frontage and lot size requirements of  
section12.E.3.a are reconfigured or combined so that each new lot contains at least 100 
feet of shore frontage and 20,000 square feet of lot area. 

 

Section 13.  Establishment of Districts  
 

A.  Resource Protection District  
 
The Resource Protection District includes areas in which development would adversely affect water 
quality, productive habitat, biological ecosystems, or scenic and natural values. This district shall include 
the following areas when they occur within the limits of the shoreland zone, except that areas which are 
currently developed and areas which meet the criteria for the Limited Commercial or General 
Development Districts need not be included within the Resource Protection District. 
 

1. Areas within 250 feet, horizontal distance, of the upland edge of freshwater wetlands, and 
wetlands associated with great ponds and rivers, which are rated "moderate" or "high" value 
waterfowl, and wading bird habitat, including nesting and feeding areas by the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIF&W) that are depicted on a Geographic Information System 
(GIS) data layer maintained by either MDIF&W or the Department as of October 1, 2008.  For the 
purposes of this paragraph ñwetlands associated with great ponds and riversò shall mean areas 
characterized by non-forested wetland vegetation and hydric soils that are contiguous with a 
great pond or river, and have a surface elevation at or below the water level of the great pond or 
river during the period of normal high water.  ñWetlands associated with great ponds or riversò are 
considered to be part of that great pond or river. 

 
2. Floodplains along rivers and floodplains along artificially formed great ponds along rivers, 
defined  by the 100 year floodplain as designated on the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency's (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps or Flood Hazard Boundary Maps, or the flood of 
record, or in the absence of these, by soil types identified as recent flood plain soils and/or local 
knowledge. 

 
3. Areas of two or more contiguous acres with sustained slopes of 20 percent or greater. 

 



  

4. Areas of two (2) or more contiguous acres supporting wetland vegetation and hydric 
soils, which are not part of a freshwater wetland as defined, and which are not surfacially 
connected to a water body during the period of normal high water. 

 
5. Land areas along rivers subject to severe bank erosion, undercutting, or river bed 
movement. 

 

B.  Limited Residential District  
 
The Limited Residential District includes those areas suitable for residential and recreational 
development.  It includes areas other than those in the Resource Protection District, or Stream Protection 
District, and areas which are used less intensively than those in the Limited Commercial District or the 
General Development District. 
 

C. Limited Commercial District  
 
The Limited Commercial District includes areas of mixed, light commercial and residential uses, exclusive 
of the Stream Protection District, which should not be developed as intensively as the General 
Development District.  This district includes areas of two or more contiguous acres in size devoted to a 
mix of residential and low intensity business and commercial uses.  Industrial uses are prohibited. 
 

D.  General Development District  
 
The General Development District includes the following types of areas: 
 

1. Areas of two or more contiguous acres devoted to commercial, industrial or intensive 
recreational activities, or a mix of such activities, including but not limited to the following: 

 
a. Areas devoted to manufacturing, fabricating, or other industrial activities; 

 
b. Areas devoted to wholesaling, warehousing, retail trade and service activities, or 
other commercial activities; and 

 
c. Areas devoted to intensive recreational development and activities, such as, but 
not limited to, amusement parks, race tracks, and fairgrounds. 

 
2. Areas otherwise discernable as having patterns of intensive commercial, industrial or 
recreational uses. 

 
Portions of the General Development District may also include residential development.  However, no 
area shall be designated as a General Development District based solely on residential use. 

 
E.  Stream Pr otection District  
 
The Stream Protection District includes all land areas within seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, of 
the normal high-water line of a stream, exclusive of those areas within two-hundred and fifty (250) feet, 
horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a great pond or river, or within two hundred and fifty 
(250) feet, horizontal distance, of the upland edge of a freshwater wetland.  Where a stream and its 
associated shoreland area is located within two-hundred and fifty (250) feet, horizontal distance, of the 
above water bodies or wetlands, that land area shall be regulated under the terms of the shoreland 
district associated with that water body or wetland. 
 

Section 14.  Table of Land  Uses  
 



  

All land use activities, as indicated in Table 1, Land Uses in the Shoreland Zone, shall conform with all of 
the applicable land use standards in Section 15.  The district designation for a particular site shall be 
determined from the Official Shoreland Zoning Map. 
 
Key to Table 1: 
 
Yes: Allowed (no permit required but the use must comply with all applicable land use standards.) 
No: Prohibited 
PB: Allowed with permit issued by the Planning Board 
CEO: Allowed with permit issued by the Code Enforcement Officer 
LPI: Allowed with permit issued by the Local Plumbing Inspector 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
 
RP:  Resource Protection 
LR:  Limited Residential 
LC:  Limited Commercial 
GD:  General Development 
SP:  Stream Protection 



  

TABLE 1.   LAND USES IN THE SHORELAND ZONE 
 
LAND USES       DISTRICT  
         SP  RP   LR    LC    GD 
1.   Non-intensive recreational uses not requiring structures such 
as  
      hunting, fishing and hiking 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
yes 

2.   Motorized vehicular traffic on existing roads and trails yes yes yes yes yes 

3.   Forest management activities except for timber harvesting yes yes yes yes yes 

4.   Timber harvesting yes CEO yes yes yes 

5.   Clearing or removal of vegetation for activities other than 
timber harvesting  

CEO CEO1 yes yes yes 

6.   Fire prevention activities yes yes yes yes yes 

7.   Wildlife management practices yes yes yes yes yes 

8.   Soil and water conservation practices yes yes yes yes yes 

9.   Mineral exploration no yes2 yes2 yes2 yes2 

10.  Mineral extraction including sand and gravel extraction no PB3 PB PB PB 

11.  Surveying and resource analysis yes yes yes yes yes 

12.  Emergency operations yes yes yes yes yes 

13.  Agriculture yes PB yes yes yes 

14.  Aquaculture PB PB PB yes yes 

15.  Principal structures and uses 
      A.   One and two family residential, including driveways 

 
PB4 

 
PB9 

 
CEO 

 
CEO 

 
CEO 

B.   Multi-unit residential no no PB PB PB 

C.   Commercial no no10 no10 PB PB 

D.   Industrial no no no no PB 

E.   Governmental and institutional no no PB PB PB 

F. Small non-residential facilities for educational, scientific, or 
nature  
interpretation purposes 

PB4 PB CEO CEO CEO 

16.  Structures accessory to allowed uses PB4 PB CEO CEO yes 

17. Piers, docks, wharfs, bridges and other structures and 
uses extending over or below the normal high-water line or 
within a wetland 
         a.    Temporary 
         b.    Permanent 

 
 
CEO
11 
PB 

 
 
CEO1
1 
PB 

 
 
CEO
11 
PB 

 
 
CEO1
1 
PB 

 
 
CEO
11 
PB 

18.  Conversions of seasonal residences to year-round 
residences 

LPI LPI LPI LPI LPI 

19.  Home occupations PB PB PB CEO yes 

20.  Private sewage disposal systems for allowed uses LPI LPI LPI LPI LPI 

21.  Essential services PB6 PB6 PB PB PB 

A. Roadside distribution lines (34.5kV and lower) CEO
6 

CEO6 yes12 yes12 yes1
2 

B. Non-roadside or cross-country distribution lines involving ten 
poles or less in the shoreland zone 

PB6 PB6 CEO CEO CEO 

C. Non-roadside or cross-country distribution lines involving 
eleven or more poles in the shoreland zone 

PB6 PB6 PB PB PB 

D. Other essential services PB6 PB6 PB PB PB 

22.  Service drops, as defined, to allowed uses yes yes yes yes yes 

23.  Public and private recreational areas involving minimal 
structural development 

PB PB PB CEO CEO 

24.  Individual, private campsites CEO CEO CEO CEO CEO 

25.  Campgrounds no no7 PB PB PB 

26.  Road construction PB no8 PB PB PB 



  

27.  Parking facilities no no7 PB PB PB 

28.  Marinas PB no PB PB PB 

29.  Filling and earth moving of <10 cubic yards CEO CEO yes yes Yes 

30.  Filling and earth moving of >10 cubic yards PB PB CEO CEO CEO 

31.  Signs yes yes yes yes Yes 

32.  Uses similar to allowed uses CEO CEO CEO CEO CEO 

33.  Uses similar to uses requiring a CEO permit CEO CEO CEO CEO CEO 

34.  Uses similar to uses requiring a PB permit PB PB PB PB PB 

 
1In RP not allowed within 75 feet horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of great ponds, except 
to remove safety hazards. 
2Requires permit from the Code Enforcement Officer if more than 100 square feet of surface area, in 
total, is disturbed. 
3In RP not allowed in areas so designated because of wildlife value. 
4Provided that a variance from the setback requirement is obtained from the Board of Appeals. 
6See further restrictions in Section 15( L)(2). 
7Except when area is zoned for resource protection due to floodplain criteria in which case a permit is 
required from the PB. 
8Except as provided in Section 15(H)(4). 
9Single family residential structures may be allowed by special exception only according to the provisions 
of Section 16(E), Special Exceptions.  Two-family residential structures are prohibited. 
10Except for commercial uses otherwise listed in this Table, such as marinas and campgrounds that are 
allowed in the respective district. 
11Excluding bridges and other crossings not involving earthwork, in which case no permit is required. 
12Permit not required, but must file a written ñnotice of intent to constructò with CEO. 
 

Section 15.  Land Use Standards  
 
All land use activities within the shoreland zone shall conform with the following provisions, if applicable: 
 

A.  Minimum Lot Standards  
 

1. 
   

 
   
   

 
Minimum Lot 
Area 
(square feet) 

Minimum 
Shore 
Frontage 
(feet) 

Minimum 
Road 
Frontage 
(feet) 

Residential per dwelling unit   
 
Governmental, Institutional, 
 Commercial or Industrial 
 per principal structure  
 
Public and Private 
 Recreational Facilities   

40,000 
 
 
 
60,000 
 
 
40,000 

200 
 
 
 
300 
 
 
200 

125 
 
 
 
125 
 
 
125 

 
 

2. Land below the normal high-water line of a water body or upland edge of a wetland and 
land beneath roads serving more than two (2) lots shall not be included toward calculating 
minimum lot area. 

 



  

3. Lots located on opposite sides of a public or private road shall be considered each a 
separate tract or parcel of land unless such road was established by the owner of land on both 
sides thereof after September 22, 1971. 

 
4. The minimum width of any portion of any lot within one hundred (100) feet, horizontal 
distance, of the normal high-water line of a water body or upland edge of a wetland shall be equal 
to or greater than the shore frontage requirement for a lot with the proposed use. 

 
5. If more than one residential dwelling unit, principal governmental, institutional, 
commercial or industrial structure or us, or combination thereof is constructed or established on a 
single parcel, all dimensional requirements shall be met for each additional dwelling unit, principal 
structure or use. 

 

B.  Principal and Accessory Structures  
 

1. All new principal and accessory structures shall be set back at least one hundred (100) 
feet, horizontal distance, from the normal high-water line of great ponds, and seventy-five (75) 
feet, horizontal distance from the normal high-water line of other water bodies, tributary streams, 
or the upland edge of a wetland, except that in the General Development District the setback from 
the normal high-water line shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet, horizontal distance. In the 
Resource Protection District the setback requirement shall be 250 feet, horizontal distance, 
except for structures, roads, parking spaces or other regulated objects specifically allowed in that 
district in which case the setback requirements specified above shall apply. 

 
In addition: 

 
a. The water body, tributary stream, or wetland setback provision shall neither apply 
to structures which require direct access to the water body or wetland as an operational 
necessity, such as piers, docks and retaining walls, nor to other functionally water-
dependent uses. 
 
b. The Planning Board may increase the required setback of a proposed structure, 
as a condition to permit approval, if necessary to accomplish the purposes of this 
ordinance.  Instances where a greater setback may be appropriate include, but not be 
limited to, areas of steep slope; shallow or erodible soils; or where an adequate 
vegetative buffer does not exist. 

 
c. On a non-conforming lot of record on which only a residential structure exists, 
and it is not possible to place an accessory structure meeting the required water body, 
tributary stream or wetland setbacks, the code enforcement officer may issue a permit to 
place a single accessory structure, with no utilities, for the storage of yard tools and 
similar equipment.  Such accessory structure shall not exceed eighty (80) square feet in 
area nor eight (8) feet in height, and shall be located as far from the shoreline or tributary 
stream as practical and shall meet all other applicable standards, including lot coverage 
and vegetation clearing limitations.  In no case shall the structure be located closer to the 
shoreline or tributary stream than the principal structure. 

 
    

2. Principal or accessory structures and expansions of existing structures which are 
permitted in the Resource Protection, Limited Residential, Limited Commercial, and Stream 
Protection Districts, shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height.  This provision shall not apply 
to structures such as transmission towers, windmills, antennas, and similar structures having no 
floor area. 

 
3. The lowest floor elevation or openings of all buildings and structures including basements 
shall be elevated at least one foot above the elevation of the 100 year flood, the flood of record, 



  

or in the absence of these, the flood as defined by soil types identified as recent flood plain soils. 
In those municipalities that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program and have adopted 
the  April 2005 version, or later version, of the Floodplain Management Ordinance, accessory 
structures may be placed in accordance with the standards of that ordinance and need not meet 
the elevation requirements of this paragraph. 

 
 

4. The total footprint area of all structures, parking lots and other non-vegetated surfaces, 
within the shoreland zone shall not exceed twenty (20) percent of the lot or a portion there of, 
located within the shoreland zone, including land area previously developed, except in the 
General Development District adjacent to rivers which do not flow to great ponds classified GPA, 
where lot coverage shall not exceed seventy (70) percent. 
 
5. Notwithstanding the requirements stated above, stairways or similar structures may be 
allowed with a permit from the Code Enforcement Officer, to provide shoreline access in areas of 
steep slopes or unstable soils provided; that the structure is limited to a maximum of four (4) feet 
in width; that the structure does not extend below or over the normal high-water line of a water 
body or upland edge of a wetland, (unless permitted by the Department of Environmental 
Protection pursuant to the Natural Resources Protection Act, Title 38, Section 480-C); and that 
the applicant demonstrates that no reasonable access alternative exists on the property. 

 

C. Piers, Docks, Wharfs, Brid ges, and Other Structures  and Uses 
Extending Over or Below the Normal High -Water Line of a Water 
Body or Within a Wetland.  
 

1. Access from shore shall be developed on soils appropriate for such use and constructed 
so as to control erosion. 

 
2. The location shall not interfere with existing developed or natural beach areas. 

 
3. The facility shall be located so as to minimize adverse effects on fish habitat. 

 
4. The facility shall be no larger in dimension than necessary to carry on the activity and be 
consistent with the surrounding area, uses, of the area. A temporary pier, dock or wharf shall not 
be wider than six feet for non-commercial uses. 

 
5. No new structure shall be built on, over or abutting a pier, wharf, dock or other structure 
extending beyond the normal high-water line of a water body or within a wetland unless the 
structure requires direct access to the water body or wetland as an operational necessity. 

 
6. No existing structures built on, over or abutting a pier, dock, wharf or other structure 
extending beyond the normal high-water line of a water body or within a wetland shall be 
converted to residential dwelling units in any district. 

 
7. Except in the General Development District structures built on, over or abutting a pier, 
wharf, dock or other structure extending beyond the normal high-water line of a water body or 
within a wetland shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height above the pier, wharf, dock or other 
structure. 

 
8. New permanent piers and docks shall not be permitted unless it is clearly demonstrated 
to the Planning Board that a temporary pier or dock is not feasible, and a permit has been 
obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection, pursuant to the Natural Resources 
Protection Act. 

 

D.  Campgrounds  



  

 
Campgrounds shall conform to the minimum requirements imposed under State licensing procedures and 
the following: 
 

1. Campgrounds shall contain a minimum of five thousand (5,000) square feet of land, not 
including roads and driveways, for each site.  Land supporting wetland vegetation, and land 
below the normal high-water line of a water body shall not be included in calculating land area per 
site. 

 
2. The areas intended for placement of a recreational vehicle, tent or shelter, and utility and 
service buildings shall be set back a minimum of one hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, 
from the normal high-water line of a great pond, and seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, 
from the normal high-water line of other water bodies, tributary streams, or the upland edge of a 
wetland. 

 

E. Individual Private Campsites  
 
Individual, private campsites not associated with campgrounds are allowed provided the following 
conditions are met: 

 
1. One campsite per lot existing on the effective date of this Ordinance, or thirty thousand 
(30,000) square feet of lot area within the shoreland zone, whichever is less, may be permitted. 

 
2. Campsite placement on any lot, including the area intended for a recreational vehicle or 
tent platform, shall be set back one hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, from the normal high-
water line of a great pond, and seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from the normal high-
water line of other water bodies, tributary streams, or the upland edge of a wetland. 
 
3. Only one recreational vehicle shall be allowed on a campsite. The recreational vehicles 
shall not be located on any type of permanent foundation except for a gravel pad, and no 
structure except a canopy shall be attached to the recreational vehicle. 

 
4. The clearing of vegetation for the siting of the recreational vehicle, tent or similar shelter 
in a Resource Protection District shall be limited to one thousand (1000) square feet. 

 
5. A written sewage disposal plan describing the proposed method and location of sewage 
disposal shall be required for each campsite and shall be approved by the Code Enforcement 
Officer.  Where disposal is off-site, written authorization from the receiving facility or land owner is 
required. 

 
6. When a recreational vehicle, tent or similar shelter is placed on-site for more than one 
hundred and twenty (120) days per year, all requirements for residential structures shall be met, 
including the installation of a subsurface sewage disposal system in compliance with the State of 
Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules unless served by public sewage facilities. 

 

F. Commercial and Industrial Uses  
 
The following new commercial and industrial uses are prohibited within the shoreland zone adjacent to 
great ponds and streams which flow to great ponds: 
 

1. Auto washing facilities 
 

2. Auto or other vehicle service and/or repair operations, including body shops 
 

3. Chemical and bacteriological laboratories 



  

 
4. Storage of chemicals, including herbicides, pesticides or fertilizers other than amounts 
normally associated with individual households or farms 

 
5. Commercial painting, wood preserving, and furniture stripping 

 
6. Dry cleaning establishments 

 
7. Electronic circuit assembly 

 
8. Laundromats, unless connected to a sanitary sewer 

 
9. Metal plating, finishing, or polishing 

 
10. Petroleum or petroleum product storage and/or sale except storage on same property as 
use occurs and except for storage and sales associated with marinas 

 
11. Photographic processing 

 
12. Printing 

 

G. Parking Areas  
 

1. Parking areas shall meet the shoreline and tributary stream setback requirements for 
structures for the district in which such areas are located.  The setback requirement for parking 
areas serving public boat launching facilities, in Districts other than the General Development 
District shall be no less than fifty (50) feet, horizontal distance, from the shoreline or tributary 
stream if the Planning Board finds that no other reasonable alternative exists further from the 
shoreline or tributary stream. 

 
2. Parking areas shall be adequately sized for the proposed use and shall be designed to 
prevent storm water runoff from flowing directly into a water body, tributary stream or wetland and 
where feasible, to retain all runoff on-site. 

 
3. In determining the appropriate size of proposed parking facilities, the following shall 
apply: 

 
a. Typical parking space:  Approximately ten (10) feet wide and twenty (20) feet 
long, except that parking spaces for a vehicle and boat trailer shall be forty (40) feet long. 

 
b. Internal travel aisles:  Approximately twenty (20) feet wide.  

 

H.  Roads and Driveways  
 
The following standards shall apply to the construction of roads and/or driveways and drainage systems, 
culverts and other related features. 
 

1. Roads and driveways shall be set back at least one-hundred (100) feet, horizontal 
distance, from the normal high-water line of a great pond and seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal 
distance, from the normal high-water line of other water bodies, tributary steams, or the upland 
edge of a wetland unless no reasonable alternative exists as determined by the Planning Board.  
If no other reasonable alternative exists, the Planning Board may reduce the road and/or 
driveway setback requirement shall be no less than fifty (50) feet, horizontal distance, upon clear 
showing by the applicant that appropriate techniques will be used to prevent sedimentation of the 
water body, tributary stream, or wetland.  Such techniques may include, but are not limited to, the 



  

installation of settling basins, and/or the effective use of additional ditch relief culverts and 
turnouts placed so as to avoid sedimentation of the water body, tributary stream, or wetland. 

 
On slopes of greater than twenty (20) percent the road and/or driveway setback shall be 
increased by ten (10) feet, horizontal distance, for each five (5) percent increase in slope above 
twenty (20) percent. 

 
Section 15.H.1 does not apply to approaches to water crossings or to roads or driveways that 
provide access to permitted structures and facilities located nearer to the shoreline due to an 
operational necessity, excluding temporary docks for recreational uses.  Roads and driveways 
providing access to permitted structures within the setback area shall comply fully with the 
requirements of Section 15(H)(1) except for that portion of the road or driveway necessary for 
direct access to the structure. 

 
 

2. Existing public roads may be expanded within the legal road right-of-way regardless of  
their setback from a water body, tributary stream or wetland. 

 
3. New roads and driveways are prohibited in a Resource Protection District except that the 
Planning Board may grant a permit to construct a road or driveway to provide access to permitted 
uses within the district. A road or driveway may also be  approved by the Planning Board in a 
Resource Protection District upon a finding that no reasonable alternative route or location is 
available outside the district.  When a road or driveway is permitted in the Resource Protection 
District the road and/or driveway shall be set back as far as practicable from the normal high-
water line of a water body, tributary stream, or upland edge of a wetland. 

 
4. Road and driveway banks shall be no steeper than a slope of two (2) horizontal to one (1) 
vertical, and shall be graded and stabilized in accordance with the provisions for erosion and 
sedimentation control contained in section 15Q. 

 
5. Road and driveway grades shall be no greater than ten (10) percent except for  segments 
of less than two hundred (200) feet. 

 
6. In order to prevent road and driveway surface drainage from directly entering water 
bodies, tributary streams or wetlands roads and driveway shall be designed, constructed, and 
maintained to empty onto an unscarified buffer strip at least (50) feet plus two times the average 
slope, in width between the outflow point of the ditch or culvert and the normal high-water line of a 
water body, tributary stream, or upland edge of a wetland.  Surface drainage which is directed to 
an unscarified buffer strip shall be diffused or spread out to promote infiltration of the runoff and to 
minimize channelized flow of the drainage through the buffer strip. 

 
7. Ditch relief (cross drainage) culverts, drainage dips and water turnouts shall be installed 
in a manner effective in directing drainage onto unscarified buffer strips before the flow gains 
sufficient volume or head to erode the road, driveway or ditch.  To accomplish this, the following 
shall apply: 

 
a. Ditch relief culverts, drainage dips and associated water turnouts shall be spaced 
along the road or driveway at intervals no greater than indicated in the following table: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 Grade 
(percent) 

Spacing 
(feet) 

0-2 
3-5 
6-10 
11-15 
16-20 
21+ 

250 
200-135 
100-80 
80-60 
60-45 
40 

   
 

b. Drainage dips may be used in place of ditch relief culverts only where the  grade 
is ten (10) percent or less. 

 
c. On sections having slopes greater than ten (10) percent, ditch relief culverts shall 
be placed  at approximately a thirty (30) degree angle downslope from a line 
perpendicular to the centerline of the road or driveway. 

 
d. Ditch relief culverts shall be sufficiently sized and properly installed in order to 
allow for effective functioning, and their inlet and outlet ends shall be stabilized with 
appropriate materials. 

 
8. Ditches, culverts, bridges, dips, water turnouts, and other storm water runoff control 
installations associated with roads shall be maintained on a regular basis to assure effective 
functioning. 

 
9. Ditches, culverts, bridges, dips, water turnouts and other storm water  runoff control 
installations associated with roads and driveways shall be  maintained on a regular basis to 
assure effective functioning. 

 

I.  Signs  
 
The following provisions shall govern the use of signs in the Resource Protection, Stream Protection, 
Limited Residential, and Limited Commercial Districts: 
 

1. Signs relating to goods and services sold on the premises shall be allowed provided that 
such signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and shall not exceed two (2) signs per 
premises.  In the Limited Commercial District, however, such signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) 
square feet in area. Signs relating to goods or services not sold or rendered on the premises shall 
be prohibited. 

 
2. Name signs are allowed, provided such signs shall not exceed two (2) signs per premises 
and shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in the aggregate. 

 
3. Residential users may display a single sign not over three (3) square feet in area relating 
to the sale, rental, or lease of the premises. 

 
4. Signs relating to trespassing and hunting shall be allowed without restriction as to 
number provided that no such sign shall exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

 
5. Signs relating to public safety shall be allowed without restriction. 
 
6. No sign shall extend higher than twenty (20) feet above the ground. 

 
7. Signs may be illuminated only by shielded, non-flashing lights. 



  

 

J.  Storm Water Runoff  
 

1. All new construction and development shall be designed to minimize storm water runoff 
from the site in excess of the natural predevelopment conditions.  Where possible, existing 
natural runoff control features, such as berms, swales, terraces and wooded areas shall be 
retained in order to reduce runoff and encourage infiltration of storm waters. 

 
2. Storm water runoff control systems shall be maintained as necessary to ensure proper 
functioning. 

 

K.  Septic Waste Disposal  
 

1. All subsurface sewage disposal systems shall be installed in conformance with the State 
of Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules, and the following: a) clearing or removal of 
woody vegetation necessary to site a new system and any associated fill extensions, shall not 
extend closer than seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from the normal high-water line of a 
water body or the upland edge of a wetland and b) a holding tank is not allowed for a first-time 
residential use in the shoreland zone.   

 

L.  Essential Services  
 

1. Where feasible, the installation of essential services shall be limited to existing public 
ways and existing service corridors. 

 
2. The installation of essential services, other than road-side distribution lines is not allowed 
in a Resource Protection or Stream Protection District, except to provide services to a permitted 
use within said district, or except where the applicant demonstrates that no reasonable alternative 
exists. Where allowed, such structures and facilities shall be located so as to minimize any 
adverse impacts on surrounding uses and resources, including visual impacts. 

 
3. Damaged or destroyed public utility transmission and distribution lines, towers and 
related equipment may be replaced or reconstructed without a permit 

 

M.  Mineral Exploration and Extraction  
 
NOTE:  This includes mining of topsoil and loam.  For additional information see the definition of Mineral 
Extraction in Section 17. 
 
Mineral exploration to determine the nature or extent of mineral resources shall be accomplished by hand 
sampling, test boring, or other methods which create minimal disturbance of less than one hundred (100) 
square feet of ground surface.  A permit from the Code Enforcement Officer shall be required for mineral 
exploration which exceeds the above limitation.  All excavations, including test pits and holes shall be 
immediately capped, filled or secured by other equally effective measures to restore disturbed areas and 
to protect the public health and safety. 
 
Mineral extraction may be permitted under the following conditions: 
 

1. A reclamation plan shall be filed with, and approved by the Planning Board before a 
permit is granted.  Such plan shall describe in detail procedures to be undertaken to fulfill the 
requirements of section 15.M.4 below. 

 
2. No part of any extraction operation, including drainage and runoff control features shall 
be permitted within one hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a 
great pond and within seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of 



  

any other water body, tributary stream, or the upland edge of a wetland.  Extraction operations 
shall not be permitted within fifty (50) feet, horizontal distance, of any property line, without written 
permission of the owner of such adjacent property. 

 
3. Within twelve (12) months following the completion of extraction operations at any 
extraction site, which operations shall be deemed complete when less than one hundred (100) 
cubic yards of materials are removed in any consecutive twelve (12) month period, ground levels 
and grades shall be established in accordance with the following: 

 
a. All debris, stumps, and similar material shall be removed for disposal in an 
approved location, or shall be buried on-site.  Only materials generated on-site may be 
buried or covered on-site. 

 
b. The final graded slope shall be two and one-half to one (21/2:1) slope or flatter. 

 
c. Top soil or loam shall be retained to cover all disturbed land areas, which shall 
be reseeded and stabilized with vegetation native to the area.  Additional topsoil or loam 
shall be obtained from off-site sources if necessary to complete the stabilization project. 

 
4. In keeping with the purposes of this Ordinance, the Planning Board may impose such 
conditions as are necessary to minimize the adverse impacts associated with mineral extraction 
operations on surrounding uses and resources. 

 

N.  Agriculture  

 
1. All spreading  of manure shall be accomplished in conformance with  Manure Utilization 
Guidelines published by the Maine Department of Agriculture on November 1, 2001, and the 
Nutrient Management Law (7 M.R.S.A. sections 4201-4209). 

 
2. Manure shall not be stored or stockpiled within one hundred (100) feet, horizontal 
distance, of a great pond or within seventy-five (75) feet horizontal distance, of other water 
bodies, tributary streams, or wetlands.  All manure storage areas within the shoreland zone must 
be constructed or modified such that the facility produces no discharge of effluent or 
contaminated storm water.   

 
3. Agricultural activities involving tillage of soil greater than forty thousand (40,000) square 
feet in surface area within the shoreland zone shall require a Conservation Plan to be filed with 
the Planning Board. Non-conformance with the provisions of said plan shall be considered to be a 
violation of this Ordinance. 

 
4. There shall be no new tilling of soil within one-hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, of 
the normal high-water line of a great pond; within seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from 
other water bodies; nor within twenty-five (25) feet, horizontal distance, of tributary streams, and 
freshwater wetlands.  Operations in existence on the effective date of this ordinance and not in 
conformance with this provision may be maintained. 

 
5. Newly established livestock grazing areas shall not be permitted within one hundred 
(100) feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a great pond; within seventy-five 
(75) feet, horizontal distance of other water bodies, nor; within twenty-five (25) feet, horizontal 
distance, of tributary streams, and freshwater wetlands.  Livestock grazing associated with 
ongoing farm activities, and which are not in conformance with the above setback provisions may 
continue, provided that such grazing is conducted in accordance with Conservation Plan. 

 
 
 



  

O. Timber Harvesting  
 

1. In a resource protection abutting a great pond, timber harvesting shall be limited to the 
following: 

 
a. Within the strip of land extending 75 feet, horizontal distance, inland from the 
normal high-water line there shall be no timber harvesting, except to remove safety 
hazards. 

 
b. Beyond the 75 foot "no-harvest" strip referred to in paragraph a. above, timber 
harvesting is permitted in accordance with paragraph 2 below except that in no case shall 
the average residual basal area of trees over 1 inch in diameter at 4 1/2 feet above 
ground level be reduced to less than 30 square feet per acre.   

 
2. Except in areas as described in Paragraph 1 above, timber harvesting shall conform with 
the following provisions: 

 
a. Selective cutting of no more than forty (40) percent of the total volume of trees 
four (4) inches or more in diameter measured at 4 1/2 feet above ground level on any lot 
in any ten (10) year period is permitted.  In addition:   

      
1. Within one-hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance of the normal high-
water line of a great pond, and within seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, 
of the normal high-water line of other water bodies, tributary streams, or the 
upland edge of a wetland, there shall be no clear-cut openings and a well-
distributed stand of trees and other vegetation, including existing ground cover, 
shall be maintained. 

 
2. At distances greater than one-hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, of 
a great pond, and greater than seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, of the 
normal high-water line of other  water bodies or the upland edge of a wetland, 
harvesting  operations shall not create single clear-cut openings greater than  
ten-thousand (10,000) square feet in the forest canopy.  Where such openings 
exceed five-thousand (5000) square feet they shall be at least one hundred (100) 
, horizontal distance,  feet apart.  Such clear-cut openings shall be included in the 
calculation of total volume removal.  For the purposes of these standards volume 
may be considered to be equivalent to basal area. 

 
b. Timber harvesting operations exceeding the 40% limitation in paragraph (a.) 
above, may be allowed by the planning board upon a clear showing, including a forest 
management plan signed by a Maine licensed professional forester, that such an 
exception is necessary for good forest management and will be carried out in accordance 
with the purposes of this Ordinance.  The planning board shall notify the Commissioner of 
the Department of Environmental Protection of each exception allowed, within fourteen 
(14) days of the planning board's decision. 

 
c. No accumulation of slash shall be left within fifty (50) feet, horizontal distance,  of 
the  normal high-water line of a water body.  In all other areas slash  shall either be 
removed or disposed of in such a manner that it lies  on the ground and no part thereof 
extends more than four (4) feet  above the ground.  Any debris that falls below the normal 
high-water line of a water body or tributary stream shall be removed. 

 
d. Timber harvesting equipment shall not use stream channels as travel  routes 
except when: 

 
1.   Surface waters are frozen; and  






































